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Notes from the Transliterator

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is among the most popular of American children's 
books. Over one­hundred years after it's fist publication, the story, if not the book, 
remains firmly entrenched in the American psyche. This book, I believe, is an ideal one 
for use as a training guide for the Shaw alphabet. It's language is simple and 
straightforward, and does not contain antique slang or word usage that might confuse a 
reader still struggling to master a new alphabet.

I have taken the liberty of replacing a few of the now uncommon words with their 
modern equivalents. For example, the word garret has been changed to attic, and settee, 
to sofa. Unfamiliar words are a particular challenge for learners of the Shaw alphabet, 
because even when the reader reads them correctly, he or she is not sure of having done 
so. 

The spellings in this book are based on the General American accent, although for 
clarity, some words that are usually pronounced in a “weak” manner are spelled with 
their “strong” pronunciation.  The distinction between the w and wh sounds is mantained 
in this book, although this distinction is disappearing from spoken speach in General 
American.

The version of the Shaw alphabet used in this book has corrected two letter­pair 
transpositions that seem to have been made in earlier published works. Readers who 
have learned the Shaw alphabet from other sources may find this initially confusing, but 
will easily adjust to these minor changes. Neophytes will find this version more logical 
and easier to learn. An alphabet table is included on the next page.

Edward Shapard
March 15, 2007



The Shaw Alphabet as used in this book

p t k f T s S c j N
peep tot kick fee thigh so sure church yea ha­ha

b d g v H z Z J w h
bib dead gag vow they zoo measure judge woe hung

l m i e A a o U Q y
loll mime if eddy ash ado on wool out ah

r n I E F u O M q Y
roar nun eat age ice up oak ooze oil awe

R P x X D C W V
are or air err smaller ear Ian yew

* Traditionally, e is named “egg” and D is named “array”. I have renamed them in this 
table to better reflect their sounds.

* a and u have the same sound as do D and X. a and D are special letters used for 
unstressed sounds only. They are the only such letters.

Word Abbreviations:
H = the
n = and
v = of
t = to
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                       --intradukSan--
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2.  H kQnsal wiT H munckinz· 5
3.  NQ dPTI sEvd H skxkrO· 12
4.  H rOd TrM H fPist 19
5.  H reskV v H tin wUdmin 24
6.  H kQDdlI lFan 30
7.  H JXnI t H grEt oz· 35
8.  H dedlI popI fIld 40
9.  H kwIn v H fIld mFs 46
10.  H gRdWn v H gEts 51
11.  H emDald sitI v oz· 57
12.  H sXc fP H wikid wic 68
13.  H reskV 78
14.  H wIhid muhkIz 82
15.  H diskuvDI v oz H txibal· 88
16.  H mAJik Rt v H grEt Numbag 97
17.  NQ H balMn wuz lYnct 101
18.  awE t H sQT 105
19.  atAkt bF H fFtIh trIz 110
20.  H dEntI cFna kuntrI· 114
21.  H lFan bikumz H kIh v bIsts 119
22.  H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz· 122
23.  glinda H gUd wic grAnts dPTI'z wiS· · 125
24.  NOm agen                           130



                           intradukSan 

    fOklP, leJindz, miTs n fxI tElz NAv folOd cFldNUd TrM H EJiz, fP 
evrI NelTI juhstD NAz a NOlsam n instIhktiv luv fP stPIz fAntAstik, 
mRvilas n mAnifestlI anrIl. H wIhid fxIz v grim n AndDsin NAv brYt· ·  
mP NApInes t cFldiS NRts Hen Yl uHD NjMmin krIESanz. 

    jet H Old tFm fxI tEl, NAvIh sXvd fP JenDESanz, mE nQ bI klAst 
Az "NistPikal" in H cildrin'z lFbrxI; fP H tFm NAz kum fP a sCIz v nMD 
"wundD tElz" in Nwic H stxIOtFpt JInI, dwPf n fxI R IlimanEtid, tageHD 
wiT Yl H NPibal n blud-kurdalIh insidents divFzd bF Hx YTDz t pqnt a 
fCsam mPal t Ic tEl.  modDn eJVkESan inklMdz mPAlitI; HxfP H 
modDn cFld sIks OnlI entDtEnment in its wundD tElz n glAdlI 
dispensiz wiT Yl disagrWbal insident. 

    NAvIh His TYt in mFnd, H stPI v "H wundDfal wizDd v oz" wuz ritin·  
sOllI t plIz cildrin v tadE.  it aspFDz t bIIh a modDnFzd fxI tEl, in 
Nwic H wundDmint n Jq R ritEnd n H NRtEks n nFtmxz R left Qt. 

L. Frank Baum 
SikogO, Epral, 1900. · ·





1.  H sFklOn 

    dPTI livd in H midst v H·  
grEt kAnzas prxIz, wiT uhkal·  
NenrI, NM wuz a fRmD, n·  
Ant em, NM wuz H fRmD'z·  
wFf.  Hx NQs wuz smYl, fP H 
lumbD t bild it NAd t bI kxId 
bF wAgan menI mFlz.  Hx wX 
fP wYlz, a flP n a rMf, Nwic 
mEd wun rMm; n His rMm 
kantEnd a rustI lUkIh 
kUkstOv, a kubDd fP H diSiz, a 
tEbal, TrI P fP cxz, n H 
bedz.  uhkal NenrI n Ant·  
em NAd a big bed in wun·  
kPnD, n dPTI a lital bed in·  
anuHD kPnD.  Hx wuz nO 
Atik At Yl, n nO selD--iksept 
a smYl NOl dug in H grQnd, 
kYld a sFklOn selD, Nwx H 
fAmlI kUd gO in kEs wun v 
HOz grEt NwXlwindz arOz, mFtI 
Inuf t kruS enI bildIh in its 
pAT.  it wuz rIct bF a trAp 
dP in H midal v H flP, frum 
Nwic a lAdD led dQn intM H smYl, dRk NOl. 

    Nwen dPTI stUd in H dPwE n lUkt arQnd, SI kUd sI nuTIh but H·  
grEt grE prxI on evrI sFd.  not a trI nP a NQs brOk H brYd swIp v 
flAt kuntrI HAt rIct t H eJ v H skF in Yl dDekSanz.  H sun NAd bEkt 
H plQd lAnd intM a grE mAs, wiT lital krAks runIh TrM it. Ivin H grAs 
wuz not grIn, fP H sun NAd bXnd H tops v H loh blEdz antil HE wX H 
sEm grE kulD t bI sIn evrIwx.  wuns H NQs NAd bin pEntid, but H sun 
blistDd H pEnt n H rEnz woSt it awE, n nQ H NQs wuz Az dul n grE Az 
evrITIh els. 
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    Nwen Ant em kEm Hx t liv SI wuz a juh, pritI wFf. H sun n wind·  
NAd cEnJd NX, tM.  HE NAd tEkin H spRkal frum NX Fz n left Hem a 
sObD grE; HE NAd tEkin H red frum NX cIks n lips, n HE wX grE YlsO. 
SI wuz Tin n gYnt, n nevD smFld nQ.  Nwen dPTI, NM wuz an Pfin,·  
fXst kEm t NX, Ant em NAd bin sO stRtald bF H cFld'z lAftD HAt SI·  
wUd skrIm n pres NX NAnd apon NX NRt NwenevD dPTI'z mxI vqs rIct·  
NX Cz; n SI stil lUkt At H lital gXl wiT wundD HAt SI kUd fFnd 
enITIh t lAf At. 

    uhkal NenrI nevD lAft.  NI wXkt NRd frum mPnIh til nFt n did·  
not nO Nwut Jq wuz.  NI wuz grE YlsO, frum Niz loh bCd t Niz ruf bMts, 
n NI lUkt stXn n solam, n rxlI spOk. 

    it wuz tOtO HAt mEd dPTI lAf, n sEvd NX frum grOIh Az grE Az· ·  
NX uHD sDQndIhz.  tOtO wuz not grE; NI wuz a lital blAk dYg, wiT loh·  
silkI Nx n smYl blAk Fz HAt twIhkuld mxalI on IHD sFd v Niz funI, wI 
nOz.  tOtO plEd Yl dE loh, n dPTI plEd wiT Nim, n luvd Nim dClI. · ·

    tadE, NQevD, HE wX not plEIh.  uhkal NenrI sAt apon H dPstep n·  
lUkt AhkSaslI At H skF, Nwic wuz Ivin grED Hen VZMal.  dPTI stUd in·  
H dP wiT tOtO in NX Rmz, n lUkt At H skF tM.  Ant em wuz woSIh H· ·  
diSiz. 

    frum H fR nPT HE NXd a lO wEl v H wind, n uhkal NenrI n·  
dPTI kUd sI Nwx H loh grAs bQd in wEvz bIfP H kumIh stPm.  Hx nQ·  
kEm a SRp NwislIh in H x frum H sQT, n Az HE tXnd Hx Fz HAt wE HE 
sY ripalz in H grAs kumIh frum HAt dDekSan YlsO. 

    sudanlI uhkal NenrI stUd up. ·

    "Hx'z a sFklOn kumIh, em," NI kYld t Niz wFf.  "F'l gO lUk AftD H·  
stok."  Hen NI rAn tPd H Sedz Nwx H kQz n NPsiz wX kept. 

    Ant em dropt NX wXk n kEm t H dP.  wun glAns tOld NX v H·  
dEnJD klOs At NAnd. 

    "kwik, dPTI!" SI skrImd.  "run fP H selD!" ·
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    tOtO Jumpt Qt v dPTI'z Rmz n Nid undD H bed, n H gXl stRtid t· ·  
get Nim.  Ant em, bAdlI frFtind, TrM Opin H trAp dP in H flP n klFmd·  
dQn H lAdD intM H smYl, dRk NOl.  dPTI kYt tOtO At lAst n stRtid t· ·  
folO NX Ant.  Nwen SI wuz NAfwE akros H rMm Hx kEm a grEt SrIk 
frum H wind, n H NQs SUk sO NRd HAt SI lYst NX fUtIh n sAt dQn 
sudanlI apon H flP. 

    Hen a strEnJ TIh NApind. 

    H NQs NwXld arQnd tM P TrI tFmz n rOz slOlI TrM H x.  dPTI·  
felt Az if SI wX gOIh up in a balMn. 

    H nPT n sQT windz met Nwx H NQs stUd, n mEd it H igzAkt sentD v 
H sFklOn.  in H midal v a sFklOn H x iz JenDalI stil, but H grEt 
preSD v H wind on evrI sFd v H NQs rEzd it up NFD n NFD, antil it 
wuz At H vxI top v H sFklOn; n Hx it rimEnd n wuz kxId mFlz n mFlz 
awE Az IzilI Az V kUd kxI a feHD. 

    it wuz vxI dRk, n H wind NQld NPiblI arQnd NX, but dPTI fQnd SI·  
wuz rFdIh kwFt IzilI.  AftD H fXst fV NwXlz arQnd, n wun uHD tFm 
Nwen H NQs tipt bAdlI, SI felt Az if SI wX bIIh rokt JentlI, lFk a bEbI 
in a krEdal. 

    tOtO did not lFk it.  NI rAn abQt H rMm, nQ NC, nQ Hx, bRkIh·  
lQdlI; but dPTI sAt kwFt stil on H flP n wEtid t sI Nwut wUd NApin. ·

    wuns tOtO got tM nC H Opin trAp dP, n fel in; n At fXst H lital·  
gXl TYt SI NAd lYst Nim.  but sMn SI sY wun v Niz Cz stikIh up TrM H 
NOl, fP H strYh preSD v H x wuz kIpIh Nim up sO HAt NI kUd not fYl. 
SI krept t H NOl, kYt tOtO bF H C, n drAgd Nim intM H rMm agen,·  
AftDwDd klOzIh H trAp dP sO HAt nO mP Aksidints kUd NApin. 

    QD AftD QD pAst awE, n slOlI dPTI got OvD NX frFt; but SI·  
felt kwFt lOnlI, n H wind SrIkt sO lQdlI Yl abQt NX HAt SI nClI 
bIkEm def.  At fXst SI NAd wundDd if SI wUd bI dASt t pIsiz Nwen H NQs 
fel agen; but Az H QDz pAst n nuTIh txibal NApind, SI stopt wXIIh n 
rIzolvd t wEt kymlI n sI Nwut H fVcD wUd brIh. At lAst SI krYld OvD 
H swEIh flP t NX bed, n lE dQn apon it; n tOtO folOd n lE dQn·  
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bIsFd NX. 

    in spFt v H swEIh v H NQs n H wElIh v H wind, dPTI sMn klOzd NX·  
Fz n fel fAst aslIp. 
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                2.  H kQnsal wiT H munckinz ·

    SI wuz awEkind bF a Sok, 
sO sudan n savC HAt if 
dPTI NAd not bin lFIh on H·  
soft bed SI mFt NAv bin NXt. 
Az it wuz, H JR mEd NX kAc 
NX breT n wundD Nwut NAd 
NApind; n tOtO pUt Niz kOld·  
lital nOz intM NX fEs n 
NwFnd dizmalI. dPTI sAt up·  
n nOtist HAt H NQs wuz not 
mMvIh; nP wuz it dRk, fP H 
brFt sunSFn kEm in At H 
windO, fludIh H lital rMm. SI 
sprEh frum NX bed n wiT 
tOtO At NX NIlz rAn n Opind·  
H dP. 

    H lital gXl gEv a krF v 
amEzmint n lUkt abQt NX, NX 
Fz grOIh bigD n bigD At H 
wundDfal sFts SI sY. 

    H sFklOn NAd set H NQs 
dQn vxI JentlI--fP a 
sFklOn--in H midst v a kuntrI v mRvilas bVtI.  Hx wX luvlI pAciz v 
grAs Yl abQt, wiT stEtlI trIz bxIh ric n luSis frMts.  bAhks v gPJas 
flQDz wX on evrI NAnd, n bXdz wiT rx n briljint plMmiJ sAh n flutDd 
in H trIz n bUSiz.  a lital wE Yf wuz a smYl brUk, ruSIh n spRklIh alYh 
bItwIn grIn bAhks, n mXmDIh in a vqs vxI grEtfal t a lital gXl NM NAd 
livd sO loh on H drF, grE prxIz. 

    NwFl SI stUd lUkIh IgDlI At H strEnJ n bVtifal sFts, SI nOtist 
kumIh tPd NX a grMp v H kwCist pIpal SI NAd evD sIn.  HE wX not Az 
big Az H grOn fOk SI NAd YlwIz bin Vzd t; but nFHD wX HE vxI smYl. in 
fAkt, HE sImd abQt Az tYl Az dPTI, NM wuz a wel-grOn cFld fP NX EJ,·  
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YlHO HE wX, sO fR Az lUks gO, menI jCz OldD. 

    TrI wX men n wun a wUman, n Yl wX odlI drest. HE wP rQnd NAts 
HAt rOz t a smYl pqnt a fUt abuv Hx Nedz, wiT lital belz arQnd H 
brimz HAt tIhkald swItlI Az HE mMvd.  H NAts v H men wX blM; H lital 
wUman'z NAt wuz NwFt, n SI wP a NwFt gQn HAt Nuh in plIts frum NX 
SOldDz.  OvD it wX sprIhkald lital stRz HAt glisind in H sun lFk 
dFmandz.  H men wX drest in blM, v H sEm SEd Az Hx NAts, n wP wel-
poliSt bMts wiT a dIp rOl v blM At H tops.  H men, dPTI TYt, wX abQt·  
Az Old Az uhkal NenrI, fP tM v Hem NAd bCdz.  but H lital wUman·  
wuz dQtlis muc OldD.  NX fEs wuz kuvDd wiT rIhkalz, NX Nx wuz nClI 
NwFt, n SI wYkt rAHD stiflI. 

    Nwen HIz pIpal drM nC H NQs Nwx dPTI wuz stAndIh in H dPwE,·  
HE pYzd n NwispDd amuh Hemselvz, Az if afrEd t kum fRHD.  but H lital 
Old wUman wYkt up t dPTI, mEd a lO bQ n sed, in a swIt vqs: ·

    "V R welkam, mOst nObal sPsDis, t H lAnd v H munckinz. wI R sO·  
grEtfal t V fP NAvIh kild H wikid wic v H Ist, n fP setIh QD pIpal frI 
frum bondiJ." 

    dPTI lisind t His spIc wiT wundD.  Nwut kUd H lital wUman posiblI·  
mIn bF kYlIh NX a sPsDis, n sEIh SI NAd kild H wikid wic v H Ist? 
dPTI wuz an inasint, NRmlis lital gXl, NM NAd bin kxId bF a sFklOn·  
menI mFlz frum NOm; n SI NAd nevD kild enITIh in Yl NX lFf. 

    but H lital wUman evidentlI ikspektid NX t AnsD; sO dPTI sed, wiT·  
NezitESan, "V R vxI kFnd, but Hx must bI sum mistEk. F NAv not kild 
enITIh." 

    "jP NQs did, enIwE," riplFd H lital Old wUman, wiT a lAf, "n HAt iz 
H sEm TIh.  sI!" SI kantinVd, pqntIh t H kPnD v H NQs.  "Hx R NX tM 
fIt, stil stikIh Qt frum undD a blok v wUd." 

    dPTI lUkt, n gEv a lital krF v frFt.  Hx, indId, Just undD H·  
kPnD v H grEt bIm H NQs restid on, tM fIt wX stikIh Qt, Sod in silvD 
SMz wiT pqntid tOz. 
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    "O, dC!  O, dC!" krFd dPTI, klAspIh NX NAndz tageHD in dismE.  "H·  
NQs must NAv folin on NX.  NwutevD SAl wI dM?" 

    "Hx iz nuTIh t bI dun," sed H lital wUman kymlI. 

    "but NM wuz SI?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "SI wuz H wikid wic v H Ist, Az F sed," AnsDd H lital wUman.  "SI 
NAz Neld Yl H munckinz in bondiJ fP menI jCz, mEkIh Hem slEv fP NX·  
nFt n dE.  nQ HE R Yl set frI, n R grEtfal t V fP H fEvD." 

    "NM R H munckinz?" inkwFDd dPTI. · ·

    "HE R H pIpal NM liv in His lAnd v H Ist  Nwx H wikid wic rMld." 

    "R V a munckinz?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "nO, but F Am Hx frend, YlHO F liv in H lAnd v H nPT.  Nwen HE 
sY H wic v H Ist wuz ded H munckinz sent a swift mesinJD t mI, n F·  
kEm At wuns.  F Am H wic v H nPT." 

    "O, grESas!" krFd dPTI.  "R V a rIl wic?" ·

    "jes, indId," AnsDd H lital wUman.  "but F Am a gUd wic, n H pIpal 
luv mI.  F Am not Az pQDfal Az H wikid wic wuz NM rMld NC, P F SUd 
NAv set H pIpal frI mFself." 

    "but F TYt Yl wiciz wX wikid," sed H gXl, NM wuz NAf frFtind At fEsIh 
a rIl wic.  "O, nO, HAt iz a grEt mistEk.  Hx wX OnlI fP wiciz in Yl H 
lAnd v oz, n tM v Hem, HOz NM liv in H nPT n H sQT, R gUd wiciz.  F·  
nO His iz trM, fP F Am wun v Hem mFself, n kAnt bI mistEkin.  HOz NM 
dwelt in H Ist n H west wX, indId, wikid wiciz; but nQ HAt V NAv kild wun 
v Hem, Hx iz but wun wikid wic in Yl H lAnd v oz--H wun NM livz in H·  
west." 

    "but," sed dPTI, AftD a mOmint'z TYt, "Ant em NAz tOld mI HAt H· ·  
wiciz wX Yl ded--jCz n jCz agO." 
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    "NM iz Ant em?" inkwFDd H lital Old wUman. ·

    "SI iz mF Ant NM livz in kAnzas, Nwx F kEm frum." ·

    H wic v H nPT sImd t TIhk fP a tFm, wiT NX Ned bQd n NX Fz apon 
H grQnd.  Hen SI lUkt up n sed, "F dM not nO Nwx kAnzas iz, fP F·  
NAv nevD NXd HAt kuntrI menSand bIfP.  but tel mI, iz it a sivilFzd 
kuntrI?" 

    "O, jes," riplFd dPTI. ·

    "Hen HAt akQnts fP it.  in H sivilFzd kuntrIz F bilIv Hx R nO wiciz 
left, nP wizDdz, nP sPsDisis, nP maJiSanz.  but, V sI, H lAnd v oz·  
NAz nevD bin sivilFzd, fP wI R kut Yf frum Yl H rest v H wXld. HxfP 
wI stil NAv wiciz n wizDdz amuhst us." 

    "NM R H wizDdz?" Askt dPTI. ·

    " oz Nimself iz H grEt wizDd," AnsDd H wic, sIhkIh NX vqs t a NwispD.·  
"NI iz mP pQDfal Hen Yl H rest v us tageHD.  NI livz in H sitI v 
emDraldz." 

    dPTI wuz gOIh t Ask anuHD kwescan, but Just Hen H munckinz,· ·  
NM NAd bin stAndIh sFlentlI bF, gEv a lQd SQt n pqntid t H kPnD v H 
NQs Nwx H wikid wic NAd bin lFIh. 

    "Nwut iz it?" Askt H lital Old wUman, n lUkt, n bIgAn t lAf.  H fIt 
v H ded wic NAd disapCd intFDlI, n nuTIh wuz left but H silvD SMz. 

    "SI wuz sO Old," iksplEnd H wic v H nPT, "HAt SI drFd up kwiklI in 
H sun.  HAt iz H end v NX.  but H silvD SMz R jPz, n V SAl NAv Hem 
t wx." SI rIct dQn n pikt up H SMz, n AftD SEkIh H dust Qt v Hem 
NAndid Hem t dPTI. ·

    "H wic v H Ist wuz prQd v HOz silvD SMz," sed wun v H munckinz,·  
"n Hx iz sum cRm kanektid wiT Hem; but Nwut it iz wI nevD nM." 

    dPTI kxId H SMz intM H NQs n plEst Hem on H tEbal.  Hen SI·  
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kEm Qt agen t H munckinz n sed: ·

    "F Am AhSas t get bAk t mF Ant n uhkal, fP F Am SUr HE wil wXI 
abQt mI.  kAn V Nelp mI fFnd mF wE?" 

    H munckinz n H wic fXst lUkt At wun anuHD, n Hen At dPTI, n· ·  
Hen SUk Hx Nedz. 

    "At H Ist, not fR frum NC," sed wun, "Hx iz a grEt dezDt, n nun 
kUd liv t krYs it." 

    "it iz H sEm At H sQT," sed anuHD, "fP F NAv bin Hx n sIn it.  H 
sQT iz H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz." ·

    "F Am tOld," sed H TXd mAn, "HAt it iz H sEm At H west. n HAt 
kuntrI, Nwx H wInkIz liv, iz rMld bF H wikid wic v H west, NM wUd mEk V 
NX slEv if V pAst NX wE." 

    "H nPT iz mF NOm," sed H Old lEdI, "n At its eJ iz H sEm grEt 
dezDt HAt sDQndz His lAnd v oz.  F'm afrEd, mF dC, V wil NAv t liv·  
wiT us." 

    dPTI bIgAn t sob At His, fP SI felt lOnlI amuh Yl HIz strEnJ·  
pIpal.  NX tIrz sImd t grIv H kFnd-NRtid munckinz, fP HE imIdWtlI tUk·  
Qt Hx NAhkDcifs n bIgAn t wIp YlsO.  Az fP H lital Old wUman, SI tUk 
Yf NX kAp n bAlinst H pqnt on H end v NX nOz, NwFl SI kQntid "wun, 
tM, TrI" in a solam vqs.  At wuns H kAp cEnJd t a slEt, on Nwic wuz 
ritin in big, NwFt cYk mRks: 

             "let dPTI gO t H sitI v emDraldz" ·

    H lital Old wUman tUk H slEt frum NX nOz, n NAvIh red H wXdz on 
it, Askt, "iz jP nEm dPTI, mF dC?" ·

    "jes," AnsDd H cFld, lUkIh up n drFIh NX tIrz. 
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    "Hen V must gO t H sitI v emDraldz.  pDNAps oz wil Nelp V." ·

    "Nwx iz His sitI?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "it iz igzAktlI in H sentD v H kuntrI, n iz rMld bF oz, H grEt·  
wizDd F tOld V v." 

    "iz NI a gUd mAn?" inkwFDd H gXl AhkSaslI. 

    "NI iz a gUd wizDd.  NweHD NI iz a mAn P not F kAnt tel, fP F 
NAv nevD sIn Nim." 

    "NQ kAn F get Hx?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "V must wYk.  it iz a loh JXnI, TrM a kuntrI HAt iz sumtFmz 
plezint n sumtFmz dRk n txibal.  NQevD, F wil Vz Yl H mAJik Rts F nO 
v t kIp V frum NRm." 

    "wOn't V gO wiT mI?" plIdid H gXl, NM NAd bigun t lUk apon H lital 
Old wUman Az NX OnlI frend. 

    "nO, F kAnt dM HAt," SI riplFd, "but F wil giv V mF kis, n nO wun 
wil dx inJD a pXsan NM NAz bin kist bF H wic v H nPT." 

    SI kEm klOs t dPTI n kist NX JentlI on H fPNed.  Nwx NX lips·  
tuct H gXl HE left a rQnd, SFnIh mRk, Az dPTI fQnd Qt sMn AftD. ·

    "H rOd t H sitI v emDraldz iz pEvd wiT jelO brik," sed H wic, "sO V 
kAnt mis it.  Nwen V get t oz dM not bI afrEd v Nim, but tel jP stPI·  
n Ask Nim t Nelp V. gUd-bF, mF dC." 

    H TrI munckinz bQd lO t NX n wiSt NX a plezint JXnI, AftD Nwic·  
HE wYkt awE TrM H trIz.  H wic gEv dPTI a frendlI lital nod, NwXld·  
arQnd on NX left NIl TrI tFmz, n strEtawE disapCd, muc t H sDprFz v 
lital tOtO, NM bRkt AftD NX lQdlI Inuf Nwen SI NAd gYn, bIkuz NI NAd·  
bin afrEd Ivin t grQl NwFl SI stUd bF. 

    but dPTI, nOIh NX t bI a wic, NAd ikspektid NX t disapC in Just·  
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HAt wE, n wuz not sDprFzd in H lIst. 
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               3.  NQ dPTI sEvd H skxkrO ·

    Nwen dPTI wuz left·  
alOn SI bIgAn t fIl NuhgrI. 
sO SI went t H kubDd n kut 
NDself sum bred, Nwic SI 
spred wiT butD.  SI gEv sum t 
tOtO, n tEkIh a pEl frum H·  
Self SI kxId it dQn t H lital 
brUk n fild it wiT klC, spRklIh 
wYtD.  tOtO rAn OvD t H·  
trIz n bIgAn t bRk At H bXdz 
sitIh Hx.  dPTI went t get·  
Nim, n sY suc diliSas frMt 
NAhgIh frum H brAnciz HAt SI 
gAHDd sum v it, fFndIh it 
Just Nwut SI wontid t Nelp Qt 
NX brekfist. 

    Hen SI went bAk t H NQs, 
n NAvIh Nelpt NDself n 
tOtO t a gUd drIhk v H kMl,·  
klC wYtD, SI set abQt mEkIh 
redI fP H JXnI t H sitI v 
emDraldz. 

    dPTI NAd OnlI wun uHD·  
dres, but HAt NApind t bI klIn 
n wuz NAhgIh on a peg bIsFd NX bed.  it wuz gIham, wiT ceks v NwFt n 
blM; n YlHO H blM wuz sumNwut fEdid wiT menI woSIhz, it wuz stil a pritI 
frok.  H gXl woSt NDself kxfalI, drest NDself in H klIn gIham, n tFd 
NX pIhk sunbOnit on NX Ned.  SI tUk a lital bAskit n fild it wiT bred 
frum H kubDd, lEIh a NwFt klYT OvD H top.  Hen SI lUkt dQn At NX 
fIt n nOtist NQ Old n wPn NX SMz wX. 

    "HE SUrlI wil nevD dM fP a loh JXnI, tOtO," SI sed. n tOtO· ·  
lUkt up intM NX fEs wiT Niz lital blAk Fz n wAgd Niz tEl t SO NI nM 
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Nwut SI ment. 

    At HAt mOmint dPTI sY lFIh on H tEbal H silvD SMz HAt NAd·  
bilYhd t H wic v H Ist. 

    "F wundD if HE wil fit mI," SI sed t tOtO.  "HE wUd bI Just H TIh·  
t tEk a loh wYk in, fP HE kUd not wx Qt." 

    SI tUk Yf NX Old leHD SMz n trFd on H silvD wunz, Nwic fitid NX 
Az wel Az if HE NAd bin mEd fP NX. 

    fFnalI SI pikt up NX bAskit. 

    "kum alYh, tOtO," SI sed.  "wI wil gO t H emDald sitI n Ask H·  
grEt oz NQ t get bAk t kAnzas agen." · ·

    SI klOzd H dP, lokt it, n pUt H kI kxfalI in H pokit v NX dres.  n 
sO, wiT tOtO trotIh alYh sObDlI bINFnd NX, SI stRtid on NX JXnI. ·

    Hx wX sevDal rOdz nC bF, but it did not tEk NX loh t fFnd H wun 
pEvd wiT jelO briks.  wiTin a SPt tFm SI wuz wYkIh brisklI tPd H 
emDald sitI, NX silvD SMz tIhklIh mxalI on H NRd, jelO rOd-bed.  H 
sun SOn brFt n H bXdz sAh swItlI, n dPTI did not fIl nClI sO bAd Az·  
V mFt TIhk a lital gXl wUd NM NAd bin sudanlI Nwiskt awE frum NX On 
kuntrI n set dQn in H midst v a strEnJ lAnd. 

    SI wuz sDprFzd, Az SI wYkt alYh, t sI NQ pritI H kuntrI wuz abQt 
NX.  Hx wX nIt fensiz At H sFdz v H rOd, pEntid a dEntI blM kulD, n 
bIYnd Hem wX fIldz v grEn n veJtabalz in abundins.  evidentlI H 
munckinz wX gUd fPmDz n Ebal t rEz lRJ krops.  wuns in a NwFl SI·  
wUd pAs a NQs, n H pIpal kEm Qt t lUk At NX n bQ lO Az SI went bF; 
fP evrIwun nM SI NAd bin H mInz v distrqIh H wikid wic n setIh Hem frI 
frum bondiJ. H NQsiz v H munckinz wX od-lUkIh dwelIhz, fP Ic wuz rQnd,·  
wiT a big dOm fP a rMf.  Yl wX pEntid blM, fP in His kuntrI v H Ist blM 
wuz H fEvDit kulD. 

    tPd IvnIh, Nwen dPTI wuz tFDd wiT NX loh wYk n bIgAn t wundD·  
Nwx SI SUd pAs H nFt, SI kEm t a NQs rAHD lRJD Hen H rest.  on H 
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grIn lYn bIfP it menI men n wimin wX dAnsIh.  fFv lital fidlDz plEd Az 
lQdlI Az posibal, n H pIpal wX lAfIh n sIhIh, NwFl a big tEbal nC bF 
wuz lOdid wiT diliSas frMts n nuts, pFz n kEks, n menI uHD gUd TIhz t 
It. 

    H pIpal grItid dPTI kFndlI, n invFtid NX t supD n t pAs H nFt·  
wiT Hem; fP His wuz H NOm v wun v H ricist munckinz in H lAnd, n Niz·  
frendz wX gAHDd wiT Nim t selibrEt Hx frIdam frum H bondiJ v H wikid 
wic. 

    dPTI Et a NRtI supD n wuz wEtid apon bF H ric munckinz Nimself,·  
NMz nEm wuz bok.  Hen SI sAt apon a sOfa n woct H pIpal dAns. ·

    Nwen bok sY NX silvD SMz NI sed, "V must bI a grEt sPsDis." ·

    "wF?" Askt H gXl. 

    "bIkuz V wx silvD SMz n NAv kild H wikid wic. bisFdz, V NAv NwFt in 
jP frok, n OnlI wiciz n sPsDisis wx NwFt." 

    "mF dres iz blM n NwFt cekt," sed dPTI, smMHIh Qt H rIhkalz in it.·  

    "it iz kFnd v V t wx HAt," sed bok.  "blM iz H kulD v H munckinz,· ·  
n NwFt iz H wic kulD.  sO wI nO V R a frendlI wic." 

    dPTI did not nO Nwut t sE t His, fP Yl H pIpal sImd t TIhk NX a·  
wic, n SI nM vxI wel SI wuz OnlI an PdinxI lital gXl NM NAd kum bF H 
cAns v a sFklOn intM a strEnJ lAnd. 

    Nwen SI NAd tFDd wocIh H dAnsIh, bok led NX intM H NQs, Nwx NI·  
gEv NX a rMm wiT a pritI bed in it. H SIts wX mEd v blM klYT, n dPTI·  
slept sQndlI in Hem til mPnIh, wiT tOtO kXld up on H blM rug bIsFd·  
NX. 

    SI Et a NRtI brekfist, n woct a wI munckinz bEbI, NM plEd wiT 
tOtO n pUld Niz tEl n krOd n lAft in a wE HAt grEtlI amVzd dPTI.· ·  
tOtO wuz a fFn kjUrIositI t Yl H pIpal, fP HE NAd nevD sIn a dYg·  
bIfP. 
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    "NQ fR iz it t H emDald sitI?" H gXl Askt. 

    "F dM not nO," AnsDd bok grEvlI, "fP F NAv nevD bin Hx.  it iz·  
betD fP pIpal t kIp awE frum oz, anles HE NAv biznis wiT Nim.  but it·  
iz a loh wE t H emDald sitI, n it wil tEk V menI dEz.  H kuntrI NC iz 
ric n plezint, but V must pAs TrM ruf n dEnJDas plEsiz bIfP V rIc H 
end v jP JXnI." 

    His wXId dPTI a lital, but SI nM HAt OnlI H grEt oz kUd Nelp· ·  
NX get t kAnzas agen, sO SI brEvlI rIzolvd not t tXn bAk. ·

    SI bEd NX frendz gUd-bF, n agen stRtid alYh H rOd v jelO brik. 
Nwen SI NAd gYn sevDal mFlz SI TYt SI wUd stop t rest, n sO klFmd t 
H top v H fens bIsFd H rOd n sAt dQn.  Hx wuz a grEt kPnfIld bIYnd 
H fens, n not fR awE SI sY a skxkrO, plEst NF on a pOl t kIp H bXdz 
frum H rFp kPn. 

    dPTI lInd NX cin apon NX NAnd n gEzd TYtfalI At H skxkrO.  its·  
Ned wuz a smYl sAk stuft wiT strY, wiT Fz, nOz, n mQT pEntid on it t 
reprizent a fEs. an Old, pqntid blM NAt, HAt NAd bilYhd t sum munckinz, 
wuz pXct on Niz Ned, n H rest v H figjD wuz a blM sMt v klOHz, wPn n 
fEdid, Nwic NAd YlsO bin stuft wiT strY. on H fIt wX sum Old bMts wiT blM 
tops, suc Az evrI mAn wP in His kuntrI, n H figjD wuz rEzd abuv H 
stYks v kPn bF mInz v H pOl stuk up its bAk. 
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    NwFl dPTI wuz lUkIh·  
XnistlI intM H kwC, pEntid 
fEs v H skxkrO, SI wuz 
sDprFzd t sI wun v H Fz 
slOlI wIhk At NX.  SI TYt SI 
must NAv bin mistEkin At fXst, 
fP nun v H skxkrOz in 
kAnzas evD wIhk; but·  
prezintlI H figjD nodid its 
Ned t NX in a frendlI wE. 
Hen SI klFmd dQn frum H 
fens n wYkt up t it, NwFl 
tOtO rAn arQnd H pOl n·  
bRkt. 

    "gUd dE," sed H skxkrO, in 
a rAHD NuskI vqs. 

    "did V spIk?" Askt H gXl, 
in wundD. 

    "sXtinlI," AnsDd H 
skxkrO.  "NQ dM V dM?" 

    "F'm pritI wel, TAhk V," riplFd dPTI palFtlI. "NQ dM V dM?" ·

    "F'm not fIlIh wel," sed H skxkrO, wiT a smFl, "fP it iz vxI tIdWs 
bIIh pXct up NC nFt n dE t skx awE krOz." 

    "kAn't V get dQn?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "nO, fP His pOl iz stuk up mF bAk.  if V wil plIz tEk awE H pOl F 
SAl bI grEtlI ablFJd t V." 

    dPTI rIct up bOT Rmz n liftid H figjD Yf H pOl, fP, bIIh stuft·  
wiT strY, it wuz kwFt lFt. 
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    "TAhk V vxI muc," sed H skxkrO, Nwen NI NAd bin set dQn on H 
grQnd.  "F fIl lFk a nM mAn." 

    dPTI wuz puzald At His, fP it sQndid kwC t NC a stuft mAn spIk,·  
n t sI Nim bQ n wYk alYh bIsFd NX. 

    "NM R V?" Askt H skxkrO Nwen NI NAd strect Nimself n jYnd.  "n 
Nwx R V gOIh?" 

    "mF nEm iz dPTI," sed H gXl, "n F Am gOIh t H emDald sitI, t Ask·  
H grEt oz t send mI bAk t kAnzas." · ·

    "Nwx iz H emDald sitI?" NI inkwFDd.  "n NM iz oz?" ·

    "wF, dOn't V nO?" SI ritXnd, in sDprFz. 

    "nO, indId.  F dOn't nO enITIh.  V sI, F Am stuft, sO F NAv nO 
brEnz At Yl," NI AnsDd sAdlI. 

    "O," sed dPTI, "F'm YfalI sRI fP V." ·

    "dM V TIhk," NI Askt, "if F gO t H emDald sitI wiT V, HAt oz wUd·  
giv mI sum brEnz?" 

    "F kAnt tel," SI ritXnd, "but V mE kum wiT mI, if V lFk.  if oz wil·  
not giv V enI brEnz V wil bI nO wXs Yf Hen V R nQ." 

    "HAt iz trM," sed H skxkrO.  "V sI," NI kantinVd konfidencalI, "F 
dOn't mFnd mF lEgz n Rmz n bYdI bIIh stuft, bIkuz F kAnt get NXt.  if 
enIwun tredz on mF tOz P stiks a pin intM mI, it duzn't mAtD, fP F 
kAn't fIl it. but F dM not wunt pIpal t kYl mI a fMl, n if mF Ned stEz 
stuft wiT strY insted v wiT brEnz, Az jPz iz, NQ Am F evD t nO enITIh?" 

    "F undDstAnd NQ V fIl," sed H lital gXl, NM wuz trMlI sRI fP Nim. 
"if V wil kum wiT mI F'l Ask oz t dM Yl NI kAn fP V." ·

    "TAhk V," NI AnsDd grEtfalI. 
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    HE wYkt bAk t H rOd.  dPTI Nelpt Nim OvD H fens, n HE stRtid·  
alYh H pAT v jelO brik fP H emDald sitI. 

    tOtO did not lFk His adiSan t H pRtI At fXst. NI smeld arQnd H·  
stuft mAn Az if NI saspektid Hx mFt bI a nest v rAts in H strY, n NI 
Yfin grQld in an anfrendlI wE At H skxkrO. 

    "dOn't mFnd tOtO," sed dPTI t NX nM frend. "NI nevD bFts." · ·

    "O, F'm not afrEd," riplFd H skxkrO.  "NI kAn't NXt H strY.  dM let 
mI kxI HAt bAskit fP V.  F SAl not mFnd it, fP F kAn't get tFDd. 
F'l tel V a sIkrit," NI kantinVd, Az NI wYkt alYh.  "Hx iz OnlI wun TIh 
in H wXld F Am afrEd v." 

    "Nwut iz HAt?" Askt dPTI; "H munckinz fRmD NM mEd V?" ·

    "nO," AnsDd H skxkrO; "it's a lFtid mAc." 
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                 4.  H rOd TrM H fPist 

    AftD a fV QDz H rOd 
bIgAn t bI ruf, n H wYkIh grM 
sO difikalt HAt H skxkrO Yfin 
stumbald OvD H jelO briks, 
Nwic wX NC vxI anIvin. 
sumtFmz, indId, HE wX brOkin 
P misIh YltageHD, lIvIh NOlz 
HAt tOtO Jumpt akros n·  
dPTI wYkt arQnd.  Az fP H·  
skxkrO, NAvIh nO brEnz, NI 
wYkt strEt aNed, n sO stept 
intM H NOlz n fel At fUl 
lehT on H NRd briks.  it 
nevD NXt Nim, NQevD, n 
dPTI wUd pik Nim up n set·  
Nim apon Niz fIt agen, NwFl NI 
Jqnd NX in lAfIh mxalI At Niz 
On misNAp. 

    H fRmz wX not nClI sO 
wel kxd fP NC Az HE wX 
fRHD bAk.  Hx wX fVD NQsiz 
n fVD frMt trIz, n H fRHD 
HE went H mP dizmal n 
lOnsam H kuntrI bIkEm. 

    At nMn HE sAt dQn bF H rOdsFd, nC a lital brUk, n dPTI Opind·  
NX bAskit n got Qt sum bred.  SI YfDd a pIs t H skxkrO, but NI rifVzd. 

    "F Am nevD NuhgrI," NI sed, "n it iz a lukI TIh F Am not, fP mF 
mQT iz OnlI pEntid, n if F SUd kut a NOl in it sO F kUd It, H strY F 
Am stuft wiT wUd kum Qt, n HAt wUd spql H SEp v mF Ned." 

    dPTI sY At wuns HAt His wuz trM, sO SI OnlI nodid n went on·  
ItIh NX bred. 
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    "tel mI sumTIh abQt jPself n H kuntrI V kEm frum," sed H 
skxkrO, Nwen SI NAd finiSt NX dinD.  sO SI tOld Nim Yl abQt kAnzas, n·  
NQ grE evrITIh wuz Hx, n NQ H sFklOn NAd kxId NX t His kwC lAnd v 
oz. ·

    H skxkrO lisind kxfalI, n sed, "F kAnt undDstAnd wF V SUd wiS t 
lIv His bVtifal kuntrI n gO bAk t H drF, grE plEs V kYl kAnzas." ·

    "HAt iz bIkuz V NAv nO brEnz" AnsDd H gXl. "nO mAtD NQ drCI n 
grE QD NOmz R, wI pIpal v fleS n blud wUd rAHD liv Hx Hen in enI 
uHD kuntrI, bI it evD sO bVtifal.  Hx iz nO plEs lFk NOm." 

    H skxkrO sFd. 

    "v kRs F kAnt undDstAnd it," NI sed.  "if jP Nedz wX stuft wiT strY, 
lFk mFn, V wUd probablI Yl liv in H bVtifal plEsiz, n Hen kAnzas wUd·  
NAv nO pIpal At Yl. it iz fPcMnit fP kAnzas HAt V NAv brEnz." ·

    "wOn't V tel mI a stPI, NwFl wI R restIh?" Askt H cFld. 

    H skxkrO lUkt At NX riprOcfUlI, n AnsDd: 

    "mF lFf NAz bin sO SPt HAt F rilI nO nuTIh NwutevD. F wuz OnlI 
mEd dE bIfP jestDdE.  Nwut NApind in H wXld bIfP HAt tFm iz Yl 
annOn t mI.  lukalI, Nwen H fRmD mEd mF Ned, wun v H fXst TIhz NI 
did wuz t pEnt mF Cz, sO HAt F NXd Nwut wuz gOIh on.  Hx wuz anuHD 
munckinz wiT Nim, n H fXst TIh F NXd wuz H fRmD sEIh, `NQ dM V lFk 
HOz Cz?' 

    "`HE Rn't strEt,'" AnsDd H uHD. 

    "`nevD mFnd,'" sed H fRmD.  "`HE R Cz Just H sEm,'" Nwic wuz trM 
Inuf. 

    "`nQ F'l mEk H Fz,'" sed H fRmD.  sO NI pEntid mF rFt F, n Az sMn 
Az it wuz finiSt F fQnd mFself lUkIh At Nim n At evrITIh arQnd mI wiT 
a grEt dIl v kjUrIositI, fP His wuz mF fXst glimps v H wXld. 
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    "`HAt's a rAHD pritI F,'" rimRkt H munckinz NM wuz wocIh H fRmD. 
"`blM pEnt iz Just H kulD fP Fz.' 

    "`F TIhk F'l mEk H uHD a lital bigD,'" sed H fRmD.  n Nwen H 
sekand F wuz dun F kUd sI muc betD Hen bIfP.  Hen NI mEd mF nOz 
n mF mQT.  but F did not spIk, bIkuz At HAt tFm F didn't nO Nwut a 
mQT wuz fP. F NAd H fun v wocIh Hem mEk mF bYdI n mF Rmz n lEgz; 
n Nwen HE fAsind on mF Ned, At lAst, F felt vxI prQd, fP F TYt F wuz 
Just Az gUd a mAn Az enIwun. 

    "`His felO wil skx H krOz fAst Inuf,' sed H fRmD.  `NI lUks Just 
lFk a mAn.' 

    "`wF, NI iz a mAn,' sed H uHD, n F kwFt agrId wiT Nim. H fRmD kxId 
mI undD Niz Rm t H kPnfIld, n set mI up on a tYl stik, Nwx V fQnd 
mI.  NI n Niz frend sMn AftD wYkt awE n left mI alOn. 

    "F did not lFk t bI dizXtid His wE.  sO F trFd t wYk AftD Hem.  but 
mF fIt wUd not tuc H grQnd, n F wuz fPst t stE on HAt pOl.  it wuz 
a lOnlI lFf t lId, fP F NAd nuTIh t TIhk v, NAvIh bin mEd suc a lital 
NwFl bIfP. menI krOz n uHD bXdz flM intM H kPnfIld, but Az sMn Az 
HE sY mI HE flM awE agen, TIhkIh F wuz a munckinz; n His plIzd mI n 
mEd mI fIl HAt F wuz kwFt an impPtint pXsan. bF n bF an Old krO flM 
nC mI, n AftD lUkIh At mI kxfalI NI pXct apon mF SOldD n sed: 

    "`F wundD if HAt fRmD TYt t fMl mI in His klumzI mAnD.  enI 
krO v sens kUd sI HAt V R OnlI stuft wiT strY.'  Hen NI Nopt dQn At 
mF fIt n Et Yl H kPn NI wontid.  H uHD bXdz, sIIh NI wuz not NRmd 
bF mI, kEm t It H kPn tM, sO in a SPt tFm Hx wuz a grEt flok v Hem 
abQt mI. 

    "F felt sAd At His, fP it SOd F wuz not suc a gUd skxkrO AftD Yl; 
but H Old krO kumfDtid mI, sEIh, `if V OnlI NAd brEnz in jP Ned V wUd 
bI Az gUd a mAn Az enI v Hem, n a betD mAn Hen sum v Hem.  brEnz 
R H OnlI TIhz wXT NAvIh in His wXld, nO mAtD NweHD wun iz a krO P 
a mAn.' 
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    "AftD H krOz NAd gYn F TYt His OvD, n dIsFdid F wUd trF NRd t 
get sum brEnz.  bF gUd luk V kEm alYh n pUld mI Yf H stEk, n frum 
Nwut V sE F Am SUr H grEt oz wil giv mI brEnz Az sMn Az wI get t H·  
emDald sitI." 

    "F NOp sO," sed dPTI XnistlI, "sins V sIm AhSas t NAv Hem." ·

    "O, jes; F Am AhSas," ritXnd H skxkrO.  "it iz suc an ankumfDtabal 
fIlIh t nO wun iz a fMl." 

    "wel," sed H gXl, "let us gO."  n SI NAndid H bAskit t H skxkrO. 

    Hx wX nO fensiz At Yl bF H rOdsFd nQ, n H lAnd wuz ruf n 
antild.  tPd IvnIh HE kEm t a grEt fPist, Nwx H trIz grM sO big n klOs 
tageHD HAt Hx brAnciz met OvD H rOd v jelO brik.  it wuz YlmOst dRk 
undD H trIz, fP H brAnciz Sut Qt H dElFt; but H trAvalDz did not 
stop, n went on intM H fPist. 

    "if His rOd gOz in, it must kum Qt," sed H skxkrO, "n Az H emDald 
sitI iz At H uHD end v H rOd, wI must gO NwxevD it lIdz us." 

    "enIwun wUd nO HAt," sed dPTI. ·

    "sXtinlI; HAt iz wF F nO it," ritXnd H skxkrO. "if it rIkwFDd brEnz t 
figjD it Qt, F nevD SUd NAv sed it." 

    AftD an QD P sO H lFt fEdid awE, n HE fQnd Hemselvz stumblIh 
alYh in H dRknes.  dPTI kUd not sI At Yl, but tOtO kUd, fP sum dYgz· ·  
sI vxI wel in H dRk; n H skxkrO diklxd NI kUd sI Az wel Az bF dE.  sO 
SI tUk NOld v Niz Rm n mAniJd t get alYh fxlI wel. 

    "if V sI enI NQs, P enI plEs Nwx wI kAn pAs H nFt," SI sed, "V 
must tel mI; fP it iz vxI ankumfDtabal wYkIh in H dRk." 

    sMn AftD H skxkrO stopt. 

    "F sI a lital kotiJ At H rFt v us," NI sed, "bilt v lYgz n brAnciz. 
SAl wI gO Hx?" 
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    "jes, indId," AnsDd H cFld.  "F Am Yl tFDd Qt." 

    sO H skxkrO led NX TrM H trIz antil HE rIct H kotiJ, n dPTI·  
entDd n fQnd a bed v drFd lIvz in wun kPnD.  SI lE dQn At wuns, n 
wiT tOtO bIsFd NX sMn fel intM a sQnd slIp.  H skxkrO, NM wuz nevD·  
tFDd, stUd up in anuHD kPnD n wEtid pESintlI antil mPnIh kEm. 
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                5.  H reskV v H tin wUdmin 

    Nwen dPTI awOk H sun·  
wuz SFnIh TrM H trIz n 
tOtO NAd loh bin Qt cEsIh·  
bXdz arQnd Nim n skwXlz. SI 
sAt up n lUkt arQnd NX. 
skxkrO, stil stAndIh pESintlI 
in Niz kPnD, wEtIh fP NX. 

    "wI must gO n sXc fP 
wYtD," SI sed t Nim. 

    "wF dM V wunt wYtD?" NI 
Askt. 

    "t woS mF fEs klIn AftD 
H dust v H rOd, n t drIhk, sO 
H drF bred wil not stik in mF 
TrOt." 

    "it must bI inkanvInjint 
t bI mEd v fleS," sed H 
skxkrO TYtfalI, "fP V must 
slIp, n It n drIhk. NQevD, V 
NAv brEnz, n it iz wXT a lot 
v boHD t bI Ebal t TIhk propDlI." 

    HE left H kotiJ n wYkt TrM H trIz antil HE fQnd a lital sprIh v 
klC wYtD, Nwx dPTI drAhk n bEHd n Et NX brekfist.  SI sY Hx wuz not·  
muc bred left in H bAskit, n H gXl wuz TAhkfal H skxkrO did not NAv t 
It enITIh, fP Hx wuz skxslI Inuf fP NDself n tOtO fP H dE. ·

    Nwen SI NAd finiSt NX mIl, n wuz abQt t gO bAk t H rOd v jelO 
brik, SI wuz stRtald t NC a dIp grOn nC bF. 

    "Nwut wuz HAt?" SI Askt timadlI. 
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    "F kAnt imAJin," riplFd H skxkrO; "but wI kAn gO n sI." 

    Just Hen anuHD grOn rIct Hx Cz, n H sQnd sImd t kum frum 
bINFnd Hem.  HE tXnd n wYkt TrM H fPist a fV steps, Nwen dPTI·  
diskuvDd sumTIh SFnIh in a rE v sunSFn HAt fel bItwIn H trIz.  SI 
rAn t H plEs n Hen stopt SPt, wiT a lital krF v sDprFz. 

    wun v H big trIz NAd bin pRtlI copt TrM, n stAndIh bIsFd it, wiT an 
upliftid Aks in Niz NAndz, wuz a mAn mEd intFDlI v tin.  Niz Ned n Rmz 
n lEgz wX Jqnted apon Niz bYdI, but NI stUd pXfiktlI mOSanlis, Az if NI 
kUd not stX At Yl. 

    dPTI lUkt At Nim in amEzmint, n sO did H skxkrO, NwFl tOtO bRkt· ·  
SRplI n mEd a snAp At H tin lEgz, Nwic NXt Niz tIT. 

    "did V grOn?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "jes," AnsDd H tin mAn, "F did.  F'v bin grOnIh fP mP Hen a jC, n 
nO wun NAz evD NXd mI bIfP P kum t Nelp mI." 

    "Nwut kAn F dM fP V?" SI inkwFDd soflI, fP SI wuz mMvd bF H sAd 
vqs in Nwic H mAn spOk. 

    "get an ql-kAn n ql mF Jqnts," NI AnsDd.  "HE R rustid sO bAdlI 
HAt F kAnt mMv Hem At Yl; if F Am wel qld F SAl sMn bI Yl rFt 
agen.  V wil fFnd an ql-kAn on a Self in mF kotiJ." 

    dPTI At wuns rAn bAk t H kotiJ n fQnd H ql-kAn, n Hen SI·  
ritXnd n Askt AhkSaslI, "Nwx R jP Jqnts?" 

    "ql mF nek, fXst," riplFd H tin wUdmin.  sO SI qld it, n Az it wuz 
kwFt bAdlI rustid H skxkrO tUk NOld v H tin Ned n mMvd it JentlI frum 
sFd t sFd antil it wXkt frIlI, n Hen H mAn kUd tXn it Nimself. 

    "nQ ql H Jqnts in mF Rmz," NI sed.  n dPTI qld Hem n H skxkrO·  
bent Hem kxfalI antil HE wX kwFt frI frum rust n Az gUd Az nM. 
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    H tin wUdmin gEv a sF v sAtisfAkSan n lODd Niz Aks, Nwic NI lInd 
agenst H trI. 

    "His iz a grEt kumfDt," NI sed.  "F NAv bin NOldIh HAt Aks in H x 
evD sins F rustid, n F'm glAd t bI Ebal t pUt it dQn At lAst.  nQ, if V 
wil ql H Jqnts v mF lEgz, F SAl bI Yl rFt wuns mP." 

    sO HE qld Niz lEgz antil NI kUd mMv Hem frIlI; n NI TAhkt Hem 
agen n agen fP Niz rIlIs, fP NI sImd a vxI palFt krIcD, n vxI 
grEtfal. 

    "F mFt NAv stUd Hx YlwIz if V NAd not kum alYh," NI sed; "sO V 
NAv sXtinlI sEvd mF lFf.  NQ did V NApin t bI NC?" 

    "wI R on QD wE t H emDald sitI t sI H grEt oz," SI AnsDd, "n·  
wI stopt At jP kotiJ t pAs H nFt." 

    "wF dM V wiS t sI oz?" NI Askt. ·

    "F wunt Nim t send mI bAk t kAnzas, n H skxkrO wunts Nim t pUt·  
a fV brEnz intM Niz Ned," SI riplFd. 

    H tin wUdmin apCd t TIhk dIplI fP a mOmint.  Hen NI sed: 

    "dM V sapOz oz kUd giv mI a NRt?" ·

    "wF, F ges sO," dPTI AnsDd.  "it wUd bI Az IzI Az t giv H skxkrO·  
brEnz." 

    "trM," H tin wUdmin ritXnd.  "sO, if V wil alQ mI t Jqn jP pRtI, F 
wil YlsO gO t H emDald sitI n Ask oz t Nelp mI." ·

    "kum alYh," sed H skxkrO NRtilI, n dPTI Adid HAt SI wUd bI plIzd t·  
NAv Niz kumpinI.  sO H tin wUdmin SOldDd Niz Aks n HE Yl pAst TrM H 
fPist antil HE kEm t H rOd HAt wuz pEvd wiT jelO brik. 

    H tin wUdmin NAd Askt dPTI t pUt H ql-kAn in NX bAskit. "fP," NI·  
sed, "if F SUd get kYt in H rEn, n rust agen, F wUd nId H ql-kAn 
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bAdlI." 

    it wuz a bit v gUd luk t NAv Hx nM komrAd Jqn H pRtI, fP sMn 
AftD HE NAd bigun Hx JXnI agen HE kEm t a plEs Nwx H trIz n 
brAnciz grM sO Tik OvD H rOd HAt H trAvalDz kUd not pAs.  but H tin 
wUdmin set t wXk wiT Niz Aks n copt sO wel HAt sMn NI klCd a pAsiJ fP 
H intFD pRtI. 

    dPTI wuz TIhkIh sO XnistlI Az HE wYkt alYh HAt SI did not nOtis·  
Nwen H skxkrO stumbald intM a NOl n rOld OvD t H sFd v H rOd.  indId 
NI wuz ablFJd t kYl t NX t Nelp Nim up agen. 

    "wF didn't V wYk arQnd H NOl?" Askt H tin wUdmin. 

    "F dOn't nO Inuf," riplFd H skxkrO cCfalI. "mF Ned iz stuft wiT 
strY, V nO, n HAt iz wF F Am gOIh t oz t Ask Nim fP sum brEnz." ·

    "O, F sI," sed H tin wUdmin.  "but, AftD Yl, brEnz R not H best 
TIhz in H wXld." 

    "NAv V enI?" inkwFDd H skxkrO. 

    "nO, mF Ned iz kwFt emptI," AnsDd H wUdmin. "but wuns F NAd brEnz, 
n a NRt YlsO; sO, NAvIh trFd Hem bOT, F SUd muc rAHD NAv a NRt." 

    "n wF iz HAt?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "F wil tel V mF stPI, n Hen V wil nO." 

    sO, NwFl HE wX wYkIh TrM H fPist, H tin wUdmin tOld H folOIh stPI: 

    "F wuz bPn H sun v a wUdmin NM copt dQn trIz in H fPist n sOld 
H wUd fP a livIh.  Nwen F grM up, F tM bIkEm a wUdcopD, n AftD mF 
fyHD dFd F tUk kx v mF Old muHD Az loh Az SI livd.  Hen F mEd up 
mF mFnd HAt insted v livIh alOn F wUd mxI, sO HAt F mFt not bIkum 
lOnlI. 

    "Hx wuz wun v H munckinz gXlz NM wuz sO bVtifal HAt F sMn grM t 
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luv NX wiT Yl mF NRt.  SI, on NX pRt, promist t mxI mI Az sMn Az F 
kUd Xn Inuf munI t bild a betD NQs fP NX; sO F set t wXk NRdD Hen 
evD. but H gXl livd wiT an Old wUman NM did not wunt NX t mxI 
enIwun, fP SI wuz sO lEzI SI wiSt H gXl t rimEn wiT NX n dM H kUkIh 
n H NQswXk.  sO H Old wUman went t H wikid wic v H Ist, n promist NX 
tM SIp n a kQ if SI wUd prIvent H mxiJ.  Hxapon H wikid wic encAntid 
mF Aks, n Nwen F wuz copIh awE At mF best wun dE, fP F wuz AhSas t 
get H nM NQs n mF wFf Az sMn Az posibal, H Aks slipt Yl At wuns n 
kut Yf mF left leg. 

    "His At fXst sImd a grEt misfPcan, fP F nM a wun-legid mAn kUd 
not dM vxI wel Az a wUd-copD.  sO F went t a tinsmiT n NAd Nim mEk 
mI a nM leg Qt v tin.  H leg wXkt vxI wel, wuns F wuz Vzd t it.  but 
mF AkSan AhgDd H wikid wic v H Ist, fP SI NAd promist H Old wUman F 
SUd not mxI H pritI munckinz gXl.  Nwen F bIgAn copIh agen, mF Aks 
slipt n kut Yf mF rFt leg.  agen F went t H tinsmiT, n agen NI mEd 
mI a leg Qt v tin. AftD His H encAntid Aks kut Yf mF Rmz, wun AftD 
H uHD; but, nuTIh dYntid, F NAd Hem rIplEst wiT tin wunz. H wikid wic 
Hen mEd H Aks slip n kut Yf mF Ned, n At fXst F TYt HAt wuz H end v 
mI.  but H tinsmiT NApind t kum alYh, n NI mEd mI a nM Ned Qt v tin. 

    "F TYt F NAd bItin H wikid wic Hen, n F wXkt NRdD Hen evD; but F 
lital nM NQ krMl mF enimI kUd bI. SI TYt v a nM wE t kil mF luv fP H 
bVtifal munckinz mEdin, n mEd mF Aks slip agen, sO HAt it kut rFt TrM 
mF bYdI, splitIh mI intM tM NAvz.  wuns mP H tinsmiT kEm t mF Nelp n 
mEd mI a bYdI v tin, fAsinIh mF tin Rmz n lEgz n Ned t it, bF mInz v 
Jqnts, sO HAt F kUd mMv arQnd Az wel Az evD.  but, alAs!  F NAd nQ 
nO NRt, sO HAt F lYst Yl mF luv fP H munckinz gXl, n did not kx 
NweHD F mxId NX P not.  F sapOz SI iz stil livIh wiT H Old wUman, 
wEtIh fP mI t kum AftD NX. 

    "mF bYdI SOn sO brFtlI in H sun HAt F felt vxI prQd v it n it did 
not mAtD nQ if mF Aks slipt, fP it kUd not kut mI.  Hx wuz OnlI wun 
dEnJD--HAt mF Jqnts wUd rust; but F kept an ql-kAn in mF kotiJ n 
tUk kx t ql mFself NwenevD F nIdid it.  NQevD, Hx kEm a dE Nwen F 
fDgot t dM His, n, bIIh kYt in a rEnstPm, bIfP F TYt v H dEnJD mF 
Jqnts NAd rustid, n F wuz left t stAnd in H wUdz antil V kEm t Nelp 
mI.  it wuz a txibal TIh t undDgO, but dXIh H jC F stUd Hx F NAd tFm 
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t TIhk HAt H grEtist lYs F NAd nOn wuz H lYs v mF NRt. NwFl F wuz in 
luv F wuz H NApIist mAn on XT; but nO wun kAn luv NM NAz not a 
NRt, n sO F Am rIzolvd t Ask oz t giv mI wun.  if NI duz, F wil gO bAk·  
t H munckinz mEdin n mxI NX." 

    bOT dPTI n H skxkrO NAd bin grEtlI intristid in H stPI v H tin·  
wUdmin, n nQ HE nM wF NI wuz sO AhSas t get a nM NRt. 

    "Yl H sEm," sed H skxkrO, "F SAl Ask fP brEnz insted v a NRt; fP 
a fMl wUd not nO Nwut t dM wiT a NRt if NI NAd wun." 

    "F SAl tEk H NRt," ritXnd H tin wUdmin; "fP brEnz dM not mEk wun 
NApI, n NApInes iz H best TIh in H wXld." 

    dPTI did not sE enITIh, fP SI wuz puzald t nO Nwic v NX tM·  
frendz wuz rFt, n SI dIsFdid if SI kUd OnlI get bAk t kAnzas n Ant·  
em, it did not mAtD sO muc NweHD H wUdmin NAd nO brEnz n H skxkrO·  
nO NRt, P Ic got Nwut NI wontid. 

    Nwut wXId NX mOst wuz HAt H bred wuz nClI gYn, n anuHD mIl fP 
NDself n tOtO wUd emptI H bAskit.  t bI SUr nFHD H wUdmin nP H·  
skxkrO evD Et enITIh, but SI wuz not mEd v tin nP strY, n kUd not 
liv anles SI wuz fed. 
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                      6.  H kQDdlI lFan 

    Yl His tFm dPTI n NX·  
kampAnjanz NAd bin wYkIh 
TrM H Tik wUdz.  H rOd wuz 
stil pEvd wiT jelO brik, but 
HIz wX muc kuvDd bF drFd 
brAnciz n ded lIvz frum H 
trIz, n H wYkIh wuz not At 
Yl gUd. 

    Hx wX fV bXdz in His 
pRt v H fPist, fP bXdz luv 
H Opin kuntrI Nwx Hx iz 
plentI v sunSFn.  but nQ 
n Hen Hx kEm a dIp grQl 
frum sum wFld Animal Nidin 
amuh H trIz.  HIz sQndz 
mEd H lital gXl'z NRt bIt 
fAst, fP SI did not nO Nwut 
mEd Hem; but tOtO nM, n·  
NI wYkt klOs t dPTI'z sFd,·  
n did not Ivin bRk in ritXn. 

    "NQ loh wil it bI," H 
cFld Askt v H tin wUdmin, 
"bIfP wI R Qt v H fPist?" 

    "F kAnt tel," wuz H AnsD, "fP F NAv nevD bin t H emDald sitI. 
but mF fyHD went Hx wuns, Nwen F wuz a bq, n NI sed it wuz a loh 
JXnI TrM a dEnJDas kuntrI, YlHO nCD t H sitI Nwx oz dwelz H·  
kuntrI iz bVtifal. but F Am not afrEd sO loh Az F NAv mF ql-kAn, n 
nuTIh kAn NXt H skxkrO, NwFl V bx apon jP fPNed H mRk v H gUd wic'z 
kis, n HAt wil pratekt V frum NRm." 

    "but tOtO!" sed H gXl AhkSaslI.  "Nwut wil pratekt Nim?" ·
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    "wI must pratekt Nim QDselvz if NI iz in dEnJD," riplFd H tin 
wUdmin. 

    Just Az NI spOk Hx kEm frum H fPist a txibal rP, n H nekst 
mOmint a grEt lFan bQndid intM H rOd.  wiT wun blO v Niz pY NI sent H 
skxkrO spinIh OvD n OvD t H eJ v H rOd, n Hen NI struk At H tin 
wUdmin wiT Niz SRp klYz.  but, t H lFan'z sDprFz, NI kUd mEk nO 
impreSan on H tin, YlHO H wUdmin fel OvD in H rOd n lE stil. 

    lital tOtO, nQ HAt NI NAd an enimI t fEs, rAn bRkIh tPd H lFan,·  
n H grEt bIst NAd Opind Niz mQT t bFt H dYg, Nwen dPTI, fCIh tOtO· ·  
wUd bI kild, n NIdlis v dEnJD, ruSt fPwDd n slApt H lFan apon Niz nOz 
Az NRd Az SI kUd, NwFl SI krFd Qt: 

    "dOn't V dx t bFt tOtO!  V Yt t bI aSEmd v jPself, a big bIst·  
lFk V, t bFt a pUr lital dYg!" 

    "F didn't bFt Nim," sed H lFan, Az NI rubd Niz nOz wiT Niz pY Nwx 
dPTI NAd Nit it. ·

    "nO, but V trFd t," SI rItPtid.  "V R nuTIh but a big kQDd." 

    "F nO it," sed H lFan, NAhgIh Niz Ned in SEm.  "F'v YlwIz nOn it. 
but NQ kAn F Nelp it?" 

    "F dOn't nO, F'm SUr.  t TIhk v jP strFkIh a stuft mAn, lFk H pUr 
skxkrO!" 

    "iz NI stuft?" Askt H lFan in sDprFz, Az NI woct NX pik up H skxkrO 
n set Nim apon Niz fIt, NwFl SI pAtid Nim intM SEp agen. 

    "v kRs NI'z stuft," riplFd dPTI, NM wuz stil AhgrI. ·

    "HAt's wF NI went OvD sO IzilI," rimRkt H lFan. "it astoniSt mI t 
sI Nim NwXl arQnd sO.  iz H uHD wun stuft YlsO?" 

    "nO," sed dPTI, "NI'z mEd v tin."  n SI Nelpt H wUdmin up agen. ·
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    "HAt's wF NI nClI bluntid mF klYz," sed H lFan. "Nwen HE skrAct 
agenst H tin it mEd a kOld SivD run dQn mF bAk.  Nwut iz HAt lital 
Animal V R sO tendD v?" 

    "NI iz mF dYg, tOtO," AnsDd dPTI. · ·

    "iz NI mEd v tin, P stuft?" Askt H lFan. 

    "nFHD.  NI'z a--a--a mIt dYg," sed H gXl. 

    "O!  NI'z a kjUrWs Animal n sImz rimRkablI smYl, nQ HAt F lUk At 
Nim.  nO wun wUd TIhk v bFtIh suc a lital TIh, iksept a kQDd lFk mI," 
kantinVd H lFan sAdlI. 

    "Nwut mEks V a kQDd?" Askt dPTI, lUkIh At H grEt bIst in wundD,·  
fP NI wuz Az big Az a smYl NPs. 

    "it's a mistDI," riplFd H lFan.  "F sapOz F wuz bPn HAt wE.  Yl H 
uHD Animalz in H fPist nAcDalI ikspekt mI t bI brEv, fP H lFan iz 
evrIwx TYt t bI H kIh v bIsts.  F lXnd HAt if F rPd vxI lQdlI evrI 
livIh TIh wuz frFtind n got Qt v mF wE.  NwenevD F'v met a mAn F'v 
bin YfalI skxd; but F Just rPd At Nim, n NI NAz YlwIz run awE Az fAst 
Az NI kUd gO.  if H elafints n H tFgDz n H bxz NAd evD trFd t fFt 
mI, F SUd NAv run mFself--F'm suc a kQDd; but Just Az sMn Az HE NC 
mI rP HE Yl trF t get awE frum mI, n v kRs F let Hem gO." 

    "but HAt izn't rFt.  H kIh v bIsts SUdn't bI a kQDd," sed H skxkrO. 

    "F nO it," ritXnd H lFan, wFpIh a tC frum Niz F wiT H tip v Niz tEl. 
"it iz mF grEt sRO, n mEks mF lFf vxI anNApI.  but NwenevD Hx iz 
dEnJD, mF NRt bIginz t bIt fAst." 

    "pDNAps V NAv NRt dizIz," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "it mE bI," sed H lFan. 

    "if V NAv," kantinVd H tin wUdmin, "V Yt t bI glAd, fP it prMvz V 
NAv a NRt.  fP mF pRt, F NAv nO NRt; sO F kAnt NAv NRt dizIz." 
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    "pDNAps," sed H lFan TYtfalI, "if F NAd nO NRt F SUd not bI a 
kQDd." 

    "NAv V brEnz?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "F sapOz sO.  F'v nevD lUkt t sI," riplFd H lFan. 

    "F Am gOIh t H grEt oz t Ask Nim t giv mI sum," rimRkt H skxkrO,·  
"fP mF Ned iz stuft wiT strY." 

    "n F Am gOIh t Ask Nim t giv mI a NRt," sed H wUdmin. 

    "n F Am gOIh t Ask Nim t send tOtO n mI bAk t kAnzas," Adid· ·  
dPTI. ·

    "dM V TIhk oz kUd giv mI kXiJ?" Askt H kQDdlI lFan. ·

    "Just Az IzilI Az NI kUd giv mI brEnz," sed H skxkrO. 

    "P giv mI a NRt," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "P send mI bAk t kAnzas," sed dPTI. · ·

    "Hen, if V dOn't mFnd, F'l gO wiT V," sed H lFan, "fP mF lFf iz 
simplI anbxabal wiTQt a bit v kXiJ." 

    "V wil bI vxI welkam," AnsDd dPTI, "fP V wil Nelp t kIp awE H·  
uHD wFld bIsts.  it sImz t mI HE must bI mP kQDdlI Hen V R if HE 
alQ V t skx Hem sO IzilI." 

    "HE rilI R," sed H lFan, "but HAt duzn't mEk mI enI brEvD, n Az 
loh Az F nO mFself t bI a kQDd F SAl bI anNApI." 

    sO wuns mP H lital kumpinI set Yf apon H JXnI, H lFan wYkIh wiT 
stEtlI strFdz At dPTI'z sFd.  tOtO did not aprMv His nM komrAd At· ·  
fXst, fP NI kUd not fDget NQ nClI NI NAd bin kruSt bItwIn H lFan'z 
grEt JYz.  but AftD a tFm NI bIkEm mP At Iz, n prezintlI tOtO n H·  
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kQDdlI lFan NAd grOn t bI gUd frendz. 

    dXIh H rest v HAt dE Hx wuz nO uHD advencD t mR H pIs v Hx 
JXnI.  wuns, indId, H tin wUdmin stept apon a bItal HAt wuz krYlIh alYh 
H rOd, n kild H pUr lital TIh.  His mEd H tin wUdmin vxI anNApI, fP NI 
wuz YlwIz kxfal not t NXt enI livIh krIcD; n Az NI wYkt alYh NI wept 
sevDal tIrz v sRO n rigret.  HIz tIrz rAn slOlI dQn Niz fEs n OvD H 
NinJiz v Niz JY, n Hx HE rustid.  Nwen dPTI prezintlI Askt Nim a·  
kwescan H tin wUdmin kUd not Opin Niz mQT, fP Niz JYz wX tFtlI rustid 
tageHD.  NI bIkEm grEtlI frFtind At His n mEd menI mOSanz t dPTI t·  
rilIv Nim, but SI kUd not undDstAnd.  H lFan wuz YlsO puzald t nO 
Nwut wuz rYh. but H skxkrO sIzd H ql-kAn frum dPTI'z bAskit n qld H·  
wUdmin'z JYz, sO HAt AftD a fV mOmints NI kUd tYk Az wel Az bIfP. 

    "His wil sXv mI a lesan," sed NI, "t lUk Nwx F step. fP if F SUd kil 
anuHD bug P bItal F SUd SUrlI krF agen, n krFIh rusts mF JYz sO 
HAt F kAnt spIk." 

    HxAftD NI wYkt vxI kxfalI, wiT Niz Fz on H rOd, n Nwen NI sY a 
tFnI Ant tqlIh bF NI wUd step OvD it, sO Az not t NRm it.  H tin 
wUdmin nM vxI wel NI NAd nO NRt, n HxfP NI tUk grEt kx nevD t bI 
krMl P ankFnd t enITIh. 

    "V pIpal wiT NRts," NI sed, "NAv sumTIh t gFd V, n nId nevD dM 
rYh; but F NAv nO NRt, n sO F must bI vxI kxfal. Nwen oz givz mI a·  
NRt v kRs F nIdn't mFnd sO muc." 
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                 7.  H JXnI t H grEt oz ·

    HE wX ablFJd t kAmp Qt 
HAt nFt undD a lRJ trI in 
H fPist, fP Hx wX nO NQsiz 
nC.  H trI mEd a gUd, Tik 
kuvDIh t pratekt Hem frum H 
dM, n H tin wUdmin copt a 
grEt pFl v wUd wiT Niz Aks n 
dPTI bilt a splendid fFD·  
HAt wPmd NX n mEd NX fIl 
les lOnlI.  SI n tOtO Et H·  
lAst v Hx bred, n nQ SI did 
not nO Nwut HE wUd dM fP 
brekfist. 

    "if V wiS," sed H lFan, "F 
wil gO intM H fPist n kil a 
dC fP V.  V kAn rOst it bF 
H fFD, sins jP tEsts R sO 
pikVljD HAt V prifX kUkt fMd, 
n Hen V wil NAv a vxI gUd 
brekfist." 

    "dOn't!  plIz dOn't," begd H 
tin wUdmin.  "F SUd sXtinlI wIp 
if V kild a pUr dC, n Hen mF JYz wUd rust agen." 

    but H lFan went awE intM H fPist n fQnd Niz On supD, n nO wun 
evD nM Nwut it wuz, fP NI didn't menSan it.  n H skxkrO fQnd a trI 
fUl v nuts n fild dPTI'z bAskit wiT Hem, sO HAt SI wUd not bI NuhgrI·  
fP a loh tFm.  SI TYt His wuz vxI kFnd n TYtfal v H skxkrO, but SI 
lAft NRtilI At H YkwDd wE in Nwic H pUr krIcD pikt up H nuts.  Niz 
pAdid NAndz wX sO klumzI n H nuts wX sO smYl HAt NI dropt YlmOst Az 
menI Az NI pUt in H bAskit.  but H skxkrO did not mFnd NQ loh it tUk 
Nim t fil H bAskit, fP it enEbald Nim t kIp awE frum H fFD, Az NI fCd 
a spRk mFt get intM Niz strY n bXn Nim up.  sO NI kept a gUd distans 
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awE frum H flEmz, n OnlI kEm nC t kuvD dPTI wiT drF lIvz Nwen SI·  
lE dQn t slIp.  HIz kept NX vxI snug n wPm, n SI slept sQndlI antil 
mPnIh. 

    Nwen it wuz dElFt, H gXl bEHd NX fEs in a lital riplIh brUk, n sMn 
AftD HE Yl stRtid tPd H emDald sitI. 

    His wuz t bI an iventfal dE fP H trAvalDz.  HE NAd NRdlI bin 
wYkIh an QD Nwen HE sY bIfP Hem a grEt dic HAt krYst H rOd n divFdid 
H fPist Az fR Az HE kUd sI on IHD sFd.  it wuz a vxI wFd dic, n Nwen 
HE krept up t H eJ n lUkt intM it HE kUd sI it wuz YlsO vxI dIp, n Hx 
wX menI big, JAgid roks At H botam. H sFdz wX sO stIp HAt nun v Hem 
kUd klFm dQn, n fP a mOmint it sImd HAt Hx JXnI must end. 

    "Nwut SAl wI dM?" Askt dPTI dispxIhlI. ·

    "F NAvn't H fEntist FdW," sed H tin wUdmin, n H lFan SUk Niz SAgI 
mEn n lUkt TYtfal. 

    but H skxkrO sed, "wI kAnt flF, HAt iz sXtin. nFHD kAn wI klFm 
dQn intM His grEt dic.  HxfP, if wI kAnt Jump OvD it, wI must stop Nwx 
wI R." 

    "F TIhk F kUd Jump OvD it," sed H kQDdlI lFan, AftD meZDIh H 
distans kxfalI in Niz mFnd. 

    "Hen wI R Yl rFt," AnsDd H skxkrO, "fP V kAn kxI us Yl OvD on 
jP bAk, wun At a tFm." 

    "wel, F'l trF it," sed H lFan.  "NM wil gO fXst?" 

    "F wil," diklxd H skxkrO, "fP, if V fQnd HAt V kUd not Jump OvD H 
gulf, dPTI wUd bI kild, P H tin wUdmin bAdlI dentid on H roks bilO.·  
but if F Am on jP bAk it wil not mAtD sO muc, fP H fYl wUd not NXt 
mI At Yl." 

    "F Am txiblI afrEd v folIh, mFself," sed H kQDdlI lFan, "but F 
sapOz Hx iz nuTIh t dM but trF it.  sO get on mF bAk n wI wil mEk H 
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atempt." 

    H skxkrO sAt apon H lFan'z bAk, n H big bIst wYkt t H eJ v H gulf 
n krQct dQn. 

    "wF dOn't V run n Jump?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "bIkuz HAt izn't H wE wI lFanz dM HIz TIhz," NI riplFd. Hen givIh a 
grEt sprIh, NI Sot TrM H x n lAndid sEflI on H uHD sFd.  HE wX Yl 
grEtlI plIzd t sI NQ IzilI NI did it, n AftD H skxkrO NAd got dQn frum 
Niz bAk H lFan sprEh akros H dic agen. 

    dPTI TYt SI wUd gO nekst; sO SI tUk tOtO in NX Rmz n klFmd· ·  
on H lFan'z bAk, NOldIh tFtlI t Niz mEn wiT wun NAnd.  H nekst mOmint 
it sImd Az if SI wX flFIh TrM H x; n Hen, bIfP SI NAd tFm t TIhk abQt 
it, SI wuz sEf on H uHD sFd.  H lFan went bAk a TXd tFm n got H 
tin wUdmin, n Hen HE Yl sAt dQn fP a fV mOmints t giv H bIst a cAns 
t rest, fP Niz grEt lIps NAd mEd Niz breT SPt, n NI pAntid lFk a big dYg 
HAt NAz bin runIh tM loh. 

    HE fQnd H fPist vxI Tik on His sFd, n it lUkt dRk n glMmI.  AftD 
H lFan NAd restid HE stRtid alYh H rOd v jelO brik, sFlentlI wundDIh, 
Ic in Niz On mFnd, if evD HE wUd kum t H end v H wUdz n rIc H brFt 
sunSFn agen.  t Ad t Hx diskumfDt, HE sMn NXd strEnJ nqziz in H 
depTs v H fPist, n H lFan NwispDd t Hem HAt it wuz in His pRt v H 
kuntrI HAt H kolIdaz livd. ·

    "Nwut R H kolIdaz?" Askt H gXl. ·

    "HE R monstras bIsts wiT bYdIz lFk bxz n Nedz lFk tFgDz," riplFd H 
lFan, "n wiT klYz sO loh n SRp HAt HE kUd tx mI in tM Az IzilI Az F 
kUd kil tOtO. F'm txiblI afrEd v H kolIdaz." · ·

    "F'm not sDprFzd HAt V R," ritXnd dPTI. "HE must bI dredfal·  
bIsts." 

    H lFan wuz abQt t riplF Nwen sudanlI HE kEm t anuHD gulf 
akros H rOd.  but His wun wuz sO brYd n dIp HAt H lFan nM At wuns 
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NI kUd not lIp akros it. 

    sO HE sAt dQn t kansidD Nwut HE SUd dM, n AftD sCWs TYt H 
skxkrO sed: 

    "NC iz a grEt trI, stAndIh klOs t H dic.  if H tin wUdmin kAn cop it 
dQn, sO HAt it wil fYl t H uHD sFd, wI kAn wYk akros it IzilI." 

    "HAt iz a fXst-rEt FdW," sed H lFan.  "wun wUd YlmOst suspekt V 
NAd brEnz in jP Ned, insted v strY." 

    H wUdmin set t wXk At wuns, n sO SRp wuz Niz Aks HAt H trI wuz 
sMn copt nClI TrM.  Hen H lFan pUt Niz strYh frunt lEgz agenst H 
trI n pUSt wiT Yl Niz mFt, n slOlI H big trI tipt n fel wiT a krAS 
akros H dic, wiT its top brAnciz on H uHD sFd. 

    HE NAd Just stRtid t krYs His kwC briJ Nwen a SRp grQl mEd Hem 
Yl lUk up, n t Hx NPD HE sY runIh tPd Hem tM grEt bIsts wiT bYdIz 
lFk bxz n Nedz lFk tFgDz. 

    "HE R H kolIdaz!" sed H kQDdlI lFan, biginIh t trembal. ·

    "kwik!" krFd H skxkrO.  "let us krYs OvD." 

    sO dPTI went fXst, NOldIh tOtO in NX Rmz, H tin wUdmin folOd, n· ·  
H skxkrO kEm nekst.  H lFan, YlHO NI wuz sXtinlI afrEd, tXnd t fEs H 
kolIdaz, n Hen NI gEv sO lQd n txibal a rP HAt dPTI skrImd n H· ·  
skxkrO fel OvD bAkwDd, NwFl Ivin H fCs bIsts stopt SPt n lUkt At Nim 
in sDprFz. 

    but, sIIh HE wX bigD Hen H lFan, n rimembDIh HAt Hx wX tM v 
Hem n OnlI wun v Nim, H kolIdaz agen ruSt fPwDd, n H lFan krYst·  
OvD H trI n tXnd t sI Nwut HE wUd dM nekst.  wiTQt stopIh an instint 
H fCs bIsts YlsO bIgAn t krYs H trI. n H lFan sed t dPTI: ·

    "wI R lYst, fP HE wil SUrlI tx us t pIsiz wiT Hx SRp klYz.  but 
stAnd klOs bINFnd mI, n F wil fFt Hem Az loh Az F Am alFv." 
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    "wEt a minat!" kYld H skxkrO.  NI NAd bin TIhkIh Nwut wuz best t bI 
dun, n nQ NI Askt H wUdmin t cop awE H end v H trI HAt restid on Hx 
sFd v H dic. H tin wUdmin bIgAn t Vz Niz Aks At wuns, n, Just Az H tM 
kolIdaz wX nClI akros, H trI fel wiT a krAS intM H gulf, kxIIh H·  
uglI, snRlIh brMts wiT it, n bOT wX dASt t pIsiz on H SRp roks At H 
botam. 

    "wel," sed H kQDdlI lFan, drYIh a loh breT v rilIf, "F sI wI R 
gOIh t liv a lital NwFl lYhgD, n F Am glAd v it, fP it must bI a vxI 
ankumfDtabal TIh not t bI alFv.  HOz krIcDz frFtind mI sO bAdlI HAt 
mF NRt iz bItIh jet." 

    "y," sed H tin wUdmin sAdlI, "F wiS F NAd a NRt t bIt." 

    His advencD mEd H trAvalDz mP AhSas Hen evD t get Qt v H 
fPist, n HE wYkt sO fAst HAt dPTI bIkEm tFDd, n NAd t rFd on H·  
lFan'z bAk.  t Hx grEt Jq H trIz bIkEm TinD H fRHD HE advAnst, n in 
H AftDnMn HE sudanlI kEm apon a brYd rivD, flOIh swiftlI Just bIfP 
Hem.  on H uHD sFd v H wYtD HE kUd sI H rOd v jelO brik runIh TrM 
a bVtifal kuntrI, wiT grIn medOz dotid wiT brFt flQDz n Yl H rOd 
bPdDd wiT trIz NAhgIh fUl v diliSas frMts.  HE wX grEtlI plIzd t sI His 
dilFtfal kuntrI bIfP Hem. 

    "NQ SAl wI krYs H rivD?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "HAt iz IzilI dun," riplFd H skxkrO.  "H tin wUdmin must bild us a 
rAft, sO wI kAn flOt t H uHD sFd." 

    sO H wUdmin tUk Niz Aks n bIgAn t cop dQn smYl trIz t mEk a rAft, 
n NwFl NI wuz bizI At His H skxkrO fQnd on H rivDbAhk a trI fUl v fFn 
frMt.  His plIzd dPTI, NM NAd Itin nuTIh but nuts Yl dE, n SI mEd a·  
NRtI mIl v H rFp frMt. 

    but it tEks tFm t mEk a rAft, Ivin Nwen wun iz Az industrWs n 
untFDIh Az H tin wUdmin, n Nwen nFt kEm H wXk wuz not dun. sO HE 
fQnd a kOzI plEs undD H trIz Nwx HE slept wel antil H mPnIh; n 
dPTI drImd v H emDald sitI, n v H gUd wizDd oz, NM wUd sMn send NX· ·  
bAk t NX On NOm agen. 
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                    8.  H dedlI popI fIld 

    QD lital pRtI v 
trAvalDz awEkind H nekst 
mPnIh rIfreSt n fUl v NOp, n 
dPTI brekfistid lFk a prinses·  
Yf pIciz n plumz frum H trIz 
bIsFd H rivD. bINFnd Hem wuz 
H dRk fPist HE NAd pAst sEflI 
TrM, YlHO HE NAd sufDd menI 
diskDiJmints; but bIfP Hem wuz 
a luvlI, sunI kuntrI HAt sImd 
t bekan Hem on t H emDald 
sitI. 

    t bI SUr, H brYd rivD nQ 
kut Hem Yf frum His bVtifal 
lAnd.  but H rAft wuz nClI 
dun, n AftD H tin wUdmin NAd 
kut a fV mP lYgz n fAsind 
Hem tageHD wiT wUdin pinz, HE 
wX redI t stRt.  dPTI sAt·  
dQn in H midal v H rAft n 
Neld tOtO in NX Rmz.  Nwen·  
H kQDdlI lFan stept apon H 
rAft it tipt bAdlI, fP NI wuz 
big n NevI; but H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin stUd apon H uHD end t stedI 
it, n HE NAd loh pOlz in Hx NAndz t pUS H rAft TrM H wYtD. 

    HE got alYh kwFt wel At fXst, but Nwen HE rIct H midal v H rivD 
H swift kXint swept H rAft dQnstrIm, fRHD n fRHD awE frum H rOd v 
jelO brik.  n H wYtD grM sO dIp HAt H loh pOlz wUd not tuc H botam. 

    "His iz bAd," sed H tin wUdmin, "fP if wI kAnt get t H lAnd wI SAl 
bI kxId intM H kuntrI v H wikid wic v H west, n SI wil encAnt us n mEk 
us NX slEvz." 
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    "n Hen F SUd get nO brEnz," sed H skxkrO. 

    "n F SUd get nO kXiJ," sed H kQDdlI lFan. 

    "n F SUd get nO NRt," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "n F SUd nevD get bAk t kAnzas," sed dPTI. · ·

    "wI must sXtinlI get t H emDald sitI if wI kAn," H skxkrO kantinVd, 
n NI pUSt sO NRd on Niz loh pOl HAt it stuk fAst in H mud At H botam 
v H rivD.  Hen, bIfP NI kUd pUl it Qt agen--P let gO--H rAft wuz 
swept awE, n H pUr skxkrO left klIhIh t H pOl in H midal v H rivD. 

    "gUd-bF!" NI kYld AftD Hem, n HE wX vxI sRI t lIv Nim. indId, H tin 
wUdmin bIgAn t krF, but fPcMnitlI rimembDd HAt NI mFt rust, n sO drFd 
Niz tIrz on dPTI'z Epran. ·

    v kRs His wuz a bAd TIh fP H skxkrO. 

    "F Am nQ wXs Yf Hen Nwen F fXst met dPTI," NI TYt.  "Hen, F·  
wuz stuk on a pOl in a kPnfIld, Nwx F kUd mEk-bilIv skx H krOz, At 
enI rEt.  but SUrlI Hx iz nO Vs fP a skxkrO stuk on a pOl in H 
midal v a rivD.  F Am afrEd F SAl nevD NAv enI brEnz, AftD Yl!" 

    dQn H strIm H rAft flOtid, n H pUr skxkrO wuz left fR bINFnd. 
Hen H lFan sed: 

    "sumTIh must bI dun t sEv us.  F TIhk F kAn swim t H SP n pUl H 
rAft AftD mI, if V wil OnlI NOld fAst t H tip v mF tEl." 

    sO NI sprEh intM H wYtD, n H tin wUdmin kYt fAst NOld v Niz tEl. 
Hen H lFan bIgAn t swim wiT Yl Niz mFt tPd H SP.  it wuz NRd wXk, 
YlHO NI wuz sO big; but bF n bF HE wX drYn Qt v H kXint, n Hen dPTI·  
tUk H tin wUdmin'z loh pOl n Nelpt pUS H rAft t H lAnd. 

    HE wX Yl tFDd Qt Nwen HE rIct H SP At lAst n stept Yf apon H 
pritI grIn grAs, n HE YlsO nM HAt H strIm NAd kxId Hem a loh wE pAst 
H rOd v jelO brik HAt led t H emDald sitI. 
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    "Nwut SAl wI dM nQ?" Askt H tin wUdmin, Az H lFan lE dQn on H 
grAs t let H sun drF Nim. 

    "wI must get bAk t H rOd, in sum wE," sed dPTI. ·

    "H best plAn wil bI t wYk alYh H rivDbAhk antil wI kum t H rOd 
agen," rimRkt H lFan. 

    sO, Nwen HE wX restid, dPTI pikt up NX bAskit n HE stRtid alYh H·  
grAsI bAhk, t H rOd frum Nwic H rivD NAd kxId Hem.  it wuz a luvlI 
kuntrI, wiT plentI v flQDz n frMt trIz n sunSFn t cC Hem, n NAd HE 
not felt sO sRI fP H pUr skxkrO, HE kUd NAv bin vxI NApI. 

    HE wYkt alYh Az fAst Az HE kUd, dPTI OnlI stopIh wuns t pik a·  
bVtifal flQD; n AftD a tFm H tin wUdmin krFd Qt: "lUk!" 

    Hen HE Yl lUkt At H rivD n sY H skxkrO pXct apon Niz pOl in H 
midal v H wYtD, lUkIh vxI lOnlI n sAd. 

    "Nwut kAn wI dM t sEv Nim?" Askt dPTI. ·

    H lFan n H wUdmin bOT SUk Hx Nedz, fP HE did not nO.  sO HE 
sAt dQn apon H bAhk n gEzd wistfalI At H skxkrO antil a stPk flM bF, 
NM, apon sIIh Hem, stopt t rest At H wYtD'z eJ. 

    "NM R V n Nwx R V gOIh?" Askt H stPk. 

    "F Am dPTI," AnsDd H gXl, "n HIz R mF frendz, H tin wUdmin n H·  
kQDdlI lFan;  n wI R gOIh t H emDald sitI." 

    "His izn't H rOd," sed H stPk, Az SI twistid NX loh nek n lUkt SRplI 
At H kwC pRtI. 

    "F nO it," ritXnd dPTI, "but wI NAv lYst H skxkrO, n R wundDIh NQ·  
wI SAl get Nim agen." 

    "Nwx iz NI?" Askt H stPk. 
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    "OvD Hx in H rivD," AnsDd H lital gXl. 

    "if NI wuzn't sO big n NevI F wUd get Nim fP V," rimRkt H stPk. 

    "NI izn't NevI a bit," sed dPTI IgDlI, "fP NI iz stuft wiT strY; n if·  
V wil brIh Nim bAk t us, wI SAl TAhk V evD n evD sO muc." 

    "wel, F'l trF," sed H stPk, "but if F fFnd NI iz tM NevI t kxI F SAl 
NAv t drop Nim in H rivD agen." 

    sO H big bXd flM intM H x n OvD H wYtD til SI kEm t Nwx H 
skxkrO wuz pXct apon Niz pOl.  Hen H stPk wiT NX grEt klYz grAbd H 
skxkrO bF H Rm n kxId Nim up intM H x n bAk t H bAhk, Nwx dPTI n H·  
lFan n H tin wUdmin n tOtO wX sitIh. ·

    Nwen H skxkrO fQnd Nimself amuh Niz frendz agen, NI wuz sO NApI 
HAt NI Nugd Hem Yl, Ivin H lFan n tOtO; n Az HE wYkt alYh NI sAh·  
"tol-da-rI-da-O!" At evrI step, NI felt sO gE. 

    "F wuz afrEd F SUd NAv t stE in H rivD fPevD," NI sed, "but H 
kFnd stPk sEvd mI, n if F evD get enI brEnz F SAl fFnd H stPk agen 
n dM NX sum kFndnes in ritXn." 

    "HAt's Yl rFt," sed H stPk, NM wuz flFIh alYh bIsFd Hem.  "F YlwIz 
lFk t Nelp enIwun in trubal.  but F must gO nQ, fP mF bEbIz R wEtIh 
in H nest fP mI.  F NOp V wil fFnd H emDald sitI n HAt oz wil Nelp·  
V." 

    "TAhk V," riplFd dPTI, n Hen H kFnd stPk flM intM H x n wuz·  
sMn Qt v sFt. 

    HE wYkt alYh lisnIh t H sIhIh v H brFtlI kulDd bXdz n lUkIh At H 
luvlI flQDz Nwic nQ bIkEm sO Tik HAt H grQnd wuz kRpitid wiT Hem.  Hx 
wX big jelO n NwFt n blM n pXpal blosamz, bisFdz grEt klustDz v skRlit 
popIz, Nwic wX sO briljint in kulD HE YlmOst dAzald dPTI'z Fz. ·

    "Rn't HE bVtifal?" H gXl Askt, Az SI brIHd in H spFsI sent v H 
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brFt flQDz. 

    "F sapOz sO," AnsDd H skxkrO.  "Nwen F NAv brEnz, F SAl probablI 
lFk Hem betD." 

    "if F OnlI NAd a NRt, F SUd luv Hem," Adid H tin wUdmin. 

    "F YlwIz did lFk flQDz," sed H lFan.  "HE v sIm sO Nelplis n frEl. 
but Hx R nun in H fPist sO brFt Az HIz." 

    HE nQ kEm apon mP n mP v H big skRlit popIz, n fVD n fVD v H 
uHD flQDz; n sMn HE fQnd Hemselvz in H midst v a grEt medO v popIz. 
nQ it iz wel nOn HAt Nwen Hx R menI v HIz flQDz tageHD Hx OdD iz 
sO pQDfal HAt enIwun NM brIHz it fYlz aslIp, n if H slIpD iz not kxId 
awE frum H sent v H flQDz, NI slIps on n on fPevD.  but dPTI did·  
not nO His, nP kUd SI get awE frum H brFt red flQDz HAt wX evrIwx 
abQt; sO prezintlI NX Fz grM NevI n SI felt SI must sit dQn t rest n t 
slIp. 

    but H tin wUdmin wUd not let NX dM His. 

    "wI must NXI n get bAk t H rOd v jelO brik bIfP dRk," NI sed; n H 
skxkrO agrId wiT Nim.  sO HE kept wYkIh antil dPTI kUd stAnd nO·  
lYhgD.  NX Fz klOzd in spFt v NDself n SI fDgot Nwx SI wuz n fel 
amuh H popIz, fAst aslIp. 

    "Nwut SAl wI dM?" Askt H tin wUdmin. 

    "if wI lIv NX NC SI wil dF," sed H lFan.  "H smel v H flQDz iz 
kilIh us Yl.  F mFself kAn skxslI kIp mF Fz Opin, n H dYg iz aslIp 
YlredI." 

    it wuz trM; tOtO NAd folin dQn bIsFd Niz lital mistris. but H skxkrO·  
n H tin wUdmin, not bIIh mEd v fleS, wX not trubald bF H sent v H 
flQDz. 

    "run fAst," sed H skxkrO t H lFan, "n get Qt v His dedlI flQD bed 
Az sMn Az V kAn.  wI wil brIh H lital gXl wiT us, but if V SUd fYl 
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aslIp V R tM big t bI kxId." 

    sO H lFan arQzd Nimself n bQndid fPwDd Az fAst Az NI kUd gO.  in 
a mOmint NI wuz Qt v sFt. 

    "let us mEk a cx wiT QD NAndz n kxI NX," sed H skxkrO.  sO HE 
pikt up tOtO n pUt H dYg in dPTI'z lAp, n Hen HE mEd a cx wiT Hx· ·  
NAndz fP H sIt n Hx Rmz fP H Rmz n kxId H slIpIh gXl bItwIn Hem 
TrM H flQDz. 

    on n on HE wYkt, n it sImd HAt H grEt kRpit v dedlI flQDz HAt 
sDQndid Hem wUd nevD end.  HE folOd H bend v H rivD, n At lAst kEm 
apon Hx frend H lFan, lFIh fAst aslIp amuh H popIz.  H flQDz NAd 
bin tM strYh fP H NVJ bIst n NI NAd givin up At lAst, n folin OnlI a 
SPt distans frum H end v H popI bed, Nwx H swIt grAs spred in bVtifal 
grIn fIldz bIfP Hem. 

    "wI kAn dM nuTIh fP Nim," sed H tin wUdmin, sAdlI; "fP NI iz muc tM 
NevI t lift.  wI must lIv Nim NC t slIp on fPevD, n pDNAps NI wil drIm 
HAt NI NAz fQnd kXiJ At lAst." 

    "F'm sRI," sed H skxkrO.  "H lFan wuz a vxI gUd komrAd fP wun sO 
kQDdlI.  but let us gO on." 

    HE kxId H slIpIh gXl t a pritI spot bIsFd H rivD, fR Inuf frum H 
popI fIld t prIvent NX brIHIh enI mP v H pqzan v H flQDz, n NC HE 
lEd NX JentlI on H soft grAs n wEtid fP H freS brIz t wEkin NX. 
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                 9.  H kwIn v H fIld mFs 

    "wI kAnt bI fR frum 
H rOd v jelO brik, nQ," 
rimRkt H skxkrO, Az NI 
stUd bIsFd H gXl, "fP wI 
NAv kum nClI Az fR Az 
H rivD kxId us awE." 

    H tin wUdmin wuz 
abQt t riplF Nwen NI NXd 
a lO grQl, n tXnIh Niz 
Ned (Nwic wXkt bVtiflI on 
NinJiz) NI sY a strEnJ bIst 
kum bQndIh OvD H grAs 
tPd Hem.  it wuz, indId, a 
grEt jelO wFldkAt, n H 
wUdmin TYt it must bI 
cEsIh sumTIh, fP its Cz 
wX lFIh klOs t its Ned n 
its mQT wuz wFd Opin, 
SOIh tM rOz v uglI tIT, 
NwFl its red Fz glOd lFk 
bYlz v fFD.  Az it kEm 
nCD H tin wUdmin sY HAt 
runIh bIfP H bIst wuz a 
lital grE fIld mQs, n 
YlHO NI NAd nO NRt NI 
nM it wuz rYh fP H 
wFldkAt t trF t kil suc a pritI, NRmlis krIcD. 

    sO H wUdmin rEzd Niz Aks, n Az H wFldkAt rAn bF NI gEv it a kwik 
blO HAt kut H bIst's Ned klIn Yf frum its bYdI, n it rOld OvD At Niz fIt 
in tM pIsiz. 

    H fIld mQs, nQ HAt it wuz frId frum its enimI, stopt SPt; n kumIh 
slOlI up t H wUdmin it sed, in a skwIkI lital vqs: 
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    "O, TAhk V!  TAhk V evD sO muc fP sEvIh mF lFf." 

    "dOn't spIk v it, F beg v V," riplFd H wUdmin. "F NAv nO NRt, V nO, 
sO F Am kxfal t Nelp Yl HOz NM mE nId a frend, Ivin if it NApinz t bI 
OnlI a mQs." 

    "OnlI a mQs!" krFd H lital Animal, indignantlI. "wF, F Am a kwIn--H 
kwIn v Yl H fIld mFs!" 

    "O, indId," sed H wUdmin, mEkIh a bQ. 

    "HxfP V NAv dun a grEt dId, Az wel Az a brEv wun, in sEvIh mF 
lFf," Adid H kwIn. 

    At HAt mOmint sevDal mFs wX sIn runIh up Az fAst Az Hx lital 
lEgz kUd kxI Hem, n Nwen HE sY Hx kwIn HE iksklEmd: 

    "O, jP mAJistI, wI TYt V wUd bI kild!  NQ did V mAniJ t iskEp H 
grEt wFldkAt?"  HE Yl bQd sO lO t H lital kwIn HAt HE YlmOst stUd 
apon Hx Nedz. 

    "His funI tin mAn," SI AnsDd, "kild H wFldkAt n sEvd mF lFf.  sO 
NCAftD V must Yl sXv Nim, n ObE Niz slFtist wiS." 

    "wI wil!" krFd Yl H mFs, in a Sril kPas.  n Hen HE skAmpDd in Yl 
dDekSanz, fP tOtO NAd awEkind frum Niz slIp, n sIIh Yl HIz mFs arQnd·  
Nim NI gEv wun bRk v dilFt n Jumpt rFt intM H midal v H grMp.  tOtO·  
NAd YlwIz luvd t cEs mFs Nwen NI livd in kAnzas, n NI sY nO NRm in it.·  

    but H tin wUdmin kYt H dYg in Niz Rmz n Neld Nim tFt, NwFl NI kYld 
t H mFs, "kum bAk!  kum bAk!  tOtO SAl not NXt V." ·

    At His H kwIn v H mFs stuk NX Ned Qt frum undDnIT a klump v 
grAs n Askt, in a timid vqs, "R V SUr NI wil not bFt us?" 

    "F wil not let Nim," sed H wUdmin; "sO dM not bI afrEd." 
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    wun bF wun H mFs kEm krIpIh bAk, n tOtO did not bRk agen, YlHO·  
NI trFd t get Qt v H wUdmin'z Rmz, n wUd NAv bitin Nim NAd NI not nOn 
vxI wel NI wuz mEd v tin.  fFnalI wun v H bigist mFs spOk. 

    "iz Hx enITIh wI kAn dM," it Askt, "t rIpE V fP sEvIh H lFf v QD 
kwIn?" 

    "nuTIh HAt F nO v," AnsDd H wUdmin; but H skxkrO, NM NAd bin 
trFIh t TIhk, but kUd not bIkuz Niz Ned wuz stuft wiT strY, sed, kwiklI, "O, 
jes; V kAn sEv QD frend, H kQDdlI lFan, NM iz aslIp in H popI bed." 

    "a lFan!" krFd H lital kwIn.  "wF, NI wUd It us Yl up." 

    "O, nO," diklxd H skxkrO; "His lFan iz a kQDd." 

    "rilI?" Askt H mQs. 

    "NI sez sO Nimself," AnsDd H skxkrO, "n NI wUd nevD NXt enIwun 
NM iz QD frend.  if V wil Nelp us t sEv Nim F promis HAt NI SAl trIt 
V Yl wiT kFndnes." 

    "vxI wel," sed H kwIn, "wI trust V.  but Nwut SAl wI dM?" 

    "R Hx menI v HIz mFs Nwic kYl V kwIn n R wilIh t ObE V?" 

    "O, jes; Hx R TQzindz," SI riplFd. 

    "Hen send fP Hem Yl t kum NC Az sMn Az posibal, n let Ic wun 
brIh a loh pIs v strIh." 

    H kwIn tXnd t H mFs HAt atendid NX n tOld Hem t gO At wuns n 
get Yl NX pIpal.  Az sMn Az HE NXd NX PdDz HE rAn awE in evrI 
dDekSan Az fAst Az posibal. 

    "nQ," sed H skxkrO t H tin wUdmin, "V must gO t HOz trIz bF H 
rivDsFd n mEk a truk HAt wil kxI H lFan." 

    sO H wUdmin went At wuns t H trIz n bIgAn t wXk; n NI sMn mEd a 
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truk Qt v H limz v trIz, frum Nwic NI copt awE Yl H lIvz n brAnciz.  NI 
fAsind it tageHD wiT wUdin pEgz n mEd H fP NwIlz Qt v SPt pIsiz v a big 
trI truhk.  sO fAst n sO wel did NI wXk HAt bF H tFm H mFs bIgAn t 
arFv H truk wuz Yl redI fP Hem. 

    HE kEm frum Yl dDekSanz, n Hx wX TQzindz v Hem: big mFs n lital 
mFs n midal-sFzd mFs; n Ic wun brYt a pIs v strIh in Niz mQT.  it wuz 
abQt His tFm HAt dPTI wOk frum NX loh slIp n Opind NX Fz. SI wuz·  
grEtlI astoniSt t fFnd NDself lFIh apon H grAs, wiT TQzindz v mFs 
stAndIh arQnd n lUkIh At NX timadlI. but H skxkrO tOld NX abQt 
evrITIh, n tXnIh t H dignafFd lital mQs, NI sed: 

    "pXmit mI t intradMs t V NX mAJistI, H kwIn." 

    dPTI nodid grEvlI n H kwIn mEd a kXtsI, AftD Nwic SI bIkEm kwFt·  
frendlI wiT H lital gXl. 

    H skxkrO n H wUdmin nQ bIgAn t fAsin H mFs t H truk, VzIh H 
strIhz HE NAd brYt.  wun end v a strIh wuz tFd arQnd H nek v Ic mQs 
n H uHD end t H truk.  v kRs H truk wuz a TQzan tFmz bigD Hen enI 
v H mFs NM wX t drY it; but Nwen Yl H mFs NAd bin NRnest, HE wX Ebal 
t pUl it kwFt IzilI.  Ivin H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin kUd sit on it, n wX 
drYn swiftlI bF Hx kwC lital NPsiz t H plEs Nwx H lFan lE aslIp. 

    AftD a grEt dIl v NRd wXk, fP H lFan wuz NevI, HE mAniJd t get 
Nim up on H truk.  Hen H kwIn NXidlI gEv NX pIpal H PdD t stRt, fP 
SI fCd if H mFs stEd amuh H popIz tM loh HE YlsO wUd fYl aslIp. 

    At fXst H lital krIcDz, menI HO HE wX, kUd NRdlI stX H NevalI 
lOdid truk; but H wUdmin n H skxkrO bOT pUSt frum bINFnd, n HE got 
alYh betD. sMn HE rOld H lFan Qt v H popI bed t H grIn fIldz, Nwx NI 
kUd brIH H swIt, freS x agen, insted v H pqzanas sent v H flQDz. 

    dPTI kEm t mIt Hem n TAhkt H lital mFs wPmlI fP sEvIh NX·  
kampAnjan frum deT.  SI NAd grOn sO fond v H big lFan SI wuz glAd 
NI NAd bin reskVd. 

    Hen H mFs wX anNRnisd frum H truk n skAmpDd awE TrM H grAs t 
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Hx NOmz.  H kwIn v H mFs wuz H lAst t lIv. 

    "if evD V nId us agen," SI sed, "kum Qt intM H fIld n kYl, n wI 
SAl NC V n kum t jP asistins. gUd-bF!" 

    "gUd-bF!" HE Yl AnsDd, n awE H kwIn rAn, NwFl dPTI Neld tOtO· ·  
tFtlI lest NI SUd run AftD NX n frFtin NX. 

    AftD His HE sAt dQn bIsFd H lFan antil NI SUd awEkin; n H skxkrO 
brYt dPTI sum frMt frum a trI nC bF, Nwic SI Et fP NX dinD. ·
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                  10.  H gRdWn v H gEt 

    it wuz sum tFm bIfP H 
kQDdlI lFan awEkind, fP NI NAd 
lEn amuh H popIz a loh NwFl, 
brIHIh in Hx dedlI frEgrins; but 
Nwen NI did Opin Niz Fz n rOl Yf 
H truk NI wuz vxI glAd t fFnd 
Nimself stil alFv. 

    "F rAn Az fAst Az F kUd," 
NI sed, sitIh dQn n jYnIh, "but 
H flQDz wX tM strYh fP mI. 
NQ did V get mI Qt?" 

    Hen HE tOld Nim v H fIld 
mFs, n NQ HE NAd JenDaslI 
sEvd Nim frum deT; n H kQDdlI 
lFan lAft, n sed: 

    "F NAv YlwIz TYt mFself 
vxI big n txibal; jet suc lital 
TIhz Az flQDz kEm nC t kilIh 
mI, n suc smYl Animalz Az mFs 
NAv sEvd mF lFf.  NQ strEnJ it 
Yl iz! but, komrAdz, Nwut SAl wI dM nQ?" 

    "wI must JXnI on antil wI fFnd H rOd v jelO brik agen," sed 
dPTI, "n Hen wI kAn kIp on t H emDald sitI." ·

    sO, H lFan bIIh fUlI rIfreSt, n fIlIh kwFt Nimself agen, HE Yl 
stRtid apon H JXnI, grEtlI enJqIh H wYk TrM H soft, freS grAs; n it 
wuz not loh bIfP HE rIct H rOd v jelO brik n tXnd agen tPd H 
emDald sitI Nwx H grEt oz dwelt. ·

    H rOd wuz smMH n wel pEvd, nQ, n H kuntrI abQt wuz bVtifal, sO 
HAt H trAvalDz riJqst in lIvIh H fPist fR bINFnd, n wiT it H menI 
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dEnJDz HE NAd met in its glMmI SEdz.  wuns mP HE kUd sI fensiz bilt 
bIsFd H rOd; but HIz wX pEntid grIn, n Nwen HE kEm t a smYl NQs, in 
Nwic a fRmD evidentlI livd, HAt YlsO wuz pEntid grIn.  HE pAst bF 
sevDal v HIz NQsiz dXIh H AftDnMn, n sumtFmz pIpal kEm t H dPz n 
lUkt At Hem Az if HE wUd lFk t Ask kwescanz; but nO wun kEm nC 
Hem nP spOk t Hem bIkuz v H grEt lFan, v Nwic HE wX vxI muc afrEd. 
H pIpal wX Yl drest in klOHIh v a luvlI emDald-grIn kulD n wP pIkt 
NAts lFk HOz v H munckinz. ·

    "His must bI H lAnd v oz," sed dPTI, "n wI R SUrlI getIh nC H· ·  
emDald sitI." 

    "jes," AnsDd H skxkrO.  "evrITIh iz grIn NC, NwFl in H kuntrI v H 
munckinz blM wuz H fEvDit kulD. but H pIpal dM not sIm t bI Az·  
frendlI Az H munckinz, n F'm afrEd wI SAl bI anEbal t fFnd a plEs t·  
pAs H nFt." 

    "F SUd lFk sumTIh t It bisFdz frMt," sed H gXl, "n F'm SUr tOtO iz·  
nClI stRvd.  let us stop At H nekst NQs n tYk t H pIpal." 

    sO, Nwen HE kEm t a gUd-sFzd fRmNQs, dPTI wYkt bOldlI up t H dP·  
n nokt. 

    a wUman Opind it Just fR Inuf t lUk Qt, n sed, "Nwut dM V wunt, 
cFld, n wF iz HAt grEt lFan wiT V?" 

    "wI wiS t pAs H nFt wiT V, if V wil alQ us," AnsDd dPTI; "n H·  
lFan iz mF frend n komrAd, n wUd not NXt V fP H wXld." 

    "iz NI tEm?" Askt H wUman, OpinIh H dP a lital wFdD. 

    "O, jes," sed H gXl, "n NI iz a grEt kQDd, tM. NI wil bI mP afrEd v 
V Hen V R v Nim." 

    "wel," sed H wUman, AftD TIhkIh it OvD n tEkIh anuHD pIp At H 
lFan, "if HAt iz H kEs V mE kum in, n F wil giv V sum supD n a plEs 
t slIp." 
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    sO HE Yl entDd H NQs, Nwx Hx wX, bisFdz H wUman, tM cildrin n a 
mAn.  H mAn NAd NXt Niz leg, n wuz lFIh on H kQc in a kPnD.  HE 
sImd grEtlI sDprFzd t sI sO strEnJ a kumpinI, n NwFl H wUman wuz bizI 
lEIh H tEbal H mAn Askt: 

    "Nwx R V Yl gOIh?" 

    "t H emDald sitI," sed dPTI, "t sI H grEt oz." · ·

    "O, indId!" iksklEmd H mAn.  "R V SUr HAt oz wil sI V?" ·

    "wF not?" SI riplFd. 

    "wF, it iz sed HAt NI nevD lets enIwun kum intM Niz prezins. F NAv 
bin t H emDald sitI menI tFmz, n it iz a bVtifal n wundDfal plEs; but 
F NAv nevD bin pDmitid t sI H grEt oz, nP dM F nO v enI livIh pXsan·  
NM NAz sIn Nim." 

    "duz NI nevD gO Qt?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "nevD.  NI sits dE AftD dE in H grEt TrOn rMm v Niz pAlis, n Ivin 
HOz NM wEt apon Nim dM not sI Nim fEs t fEs." 

    "Nwut iz NI lFk?" Askt H gXl. 

    "HAt iz NRd t tel," sed H mAn TYtfalI.  "V sI, oz iz a grEt wizDd,·  
n kAn tEk on enI fPm NI wiSiz.  sO HAt sum sE NI lUks lFk a bXd; n 
sum sE NI lUks lFk an elafint; n sum sE NI lUks lFk a kAt.  t uHDz 
NI apCz Az a bVtifal fxI, P a brQnI, P in enI uHD fPm HAt plIziz 
Nim.  but NM H rIl oz iz, Nwen NI iz in Niz On fPm, nO livIh pXsan kAn·  
tel." 

    "HAt iz vxI strEnJ," sed dPTI, "but wI must trF, in sum wE, t sI·  
Nim, P wI SAl NAv mEd QD JXnI fP nuTIh." 

    "wF dM V wiS t sI H txibal oz?" Askt H mAn. ·

    "F wunt Nim t giv mI sum brEnz," sed H skxkrO IgDlI. 
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    "O, oz kUd dM HAt IzilI Inuf," diklxd H mAn. "NI NAz mP brEnz Hen·  
NI nIdz." 

    "n F wunt Nim t giv mI a NRt," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "HAt wil not trubal Nim," kantinVd H mAn, "fP oz NAz a lRJ·  
kalekSan v NRts, v Yl sFziz n SEps." 

    "n F wunt Nim t giv mI kXiJ," sed H kQDdlI lFan. 

    " oz kIps a grEt pot v kXiJ in Niz TrOn rMm," sed H mAn, "Nwic NI·  
NAz kuvDd wiT a gOldin plEt, t kIp it frum runIh OvD.  NI wil bI glAd t 
giv V sum." 

    "n F wunt Nim t send mI bAk t kAnzas," sed dPTI. · ·

    "Nwx iz kAnzas?" Askt H mAn, wiT sDprFz. ·

    "F dOn't nO," riplFd dPTI sRafUlI, "but it iz mF NOm, n F'm SUr it's·  
sumNwx." 

    "vxI lFklI.  wel, oz kAn dM enITIh; sO F sapOz NI wil fFnd·  
kAnzas fP V.  but fXst V must get t sI Nim, n HAt wil bI a NRd tAsk;·  
fP H grEt wizDd duz not lFk t sI enIwun, n NI jMZMalI NAz Niz On wE. 
but Nwut dM V wunt?" NI kantinVd, spIkIh t tOtO.  tOtO OnlI wAgd Niz· ·  
tEl; fP, strEnJ t sE, NI kUd not spIk. 

    H wUman nQ kYld t Hem HAt supD wuz redI, sO HE gAHDd arQnd H 
tEbal n dPTI Et sum diliSas pPiJ n a diS v skrAmbald Egz n a plEt v·  
nFs NwFt bred, n enJqd NX mIl.  H lFan Et sum v H pPiJ, but did not 
kx fP it, sEIh it wuz mEd frum Ots n Ots wX fMd fP NPsiz, not fP 
lFanz.  H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin Et nuTIh At Yl.  tOtO Et a lital v·  
evrITIh, n wuz glAd t get a gUd supD agen. 

    H wUman nQ gEv dPTI a bed t slIp in, n tOtO lE dQn bIsFd NX,· ·  
NwFl H lFan gRdid H dP v NX rMm sO SI mFt not bI distXbd.  H skxkrO 
n H tin wUdmin stUd up in a kPnD n kept kwFit Yl nFt, YlHO v kRs HE 
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kUd not slIp. 

    H nekst mPnIh, Az sMn Az H sun wuz up, HE stRtid on Hx wE, n 
sMn sY a bVtifal grIn glO in H skF Just bIfP Hem. 

    "HAt must bI H emDald sitI," sed dPTI. ·

    Az HE wYkt on, H grIn glO bIkEm brFtD n brFtD, n it sImd HAt At 
lAst HE wX nCIh H end v Hx trAvalz. jet it wuz AftDnMn bIfP HE 
kEm t H grEt wYl HAt sDQndid H sitI.  it wuz NF n Tik n v a brFt grIn 
kulD. 

    in frunt v Hem, n At H end v H rOd v jelO brik, wuz a big gEt, Yl 
studid wiT emDraldz HAt glitDd sO in H sun HAt Ivin H pEntid Fz v H 
skxkrO wX dAzald bF Hx briljis. 

    Hx wuz a bel bIsFd H gEt, n dPTI pUSt H butan n NXd a silvDI·  
tIhkal sQnd wiTin.  Hen H big gEt swuh slOlI Opin, n HE Yl pAst TrM n 
fQnd Hemselvz in a NF Rct rMm, H wYlz v Nwic glisind wiT kQntlis 
emDraldz. 

    bIfP Hem stUd a lital mAn abQt H sEm sFz Az H munckinz.  NI·  
wuz klOHd Yl in grIn, frum Niz Ned t Niz fIt, n Ivin Niz skin wuz v a 
grIniS tint.  At Niz sFd wuz a lRJ grIn boks. 

    Nwen NI sY dPTI n NX kampAnjanz H mAn Askt, "Nwut dM V wiS in·  
H emDald sitI?" 

    "wI kEm NC t sI H grEt oz," sed dPTI. · ·

    H mAn wuz sO sDprFzd At His AnsD HAt NI sAt dQn t TIhk it OvD. 

    "it NAz bin menI jCz sins enIwun Askt mI t sI oz," NI sed, SEkIh·  
Niz Ned in pDpleksitI.  "NI iz pQDfal n txibal, n if V kum on an Fdal 
P fMliS xind t boHD H wFz riflekSanz v H grEt wizDd, NI mFt bI AhgrI 
n distrq V Yl in an instint." 

    "but it iz not a fMliS xind, nP an Fdal wun," riplFd H skxkrO; "it iz 
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impPtint.  n wI NAv bin tOld HAt oz iz a gUd wizDd." ·

    "sO NI iz," sed H grIn mAn, "n NI rMlz H emDald sitI wFzlI n wel. 
but t HOz NM R not onist, P NM aprOc Nim frum kjUrIositI, NI iz mOst 
txibal, n fV NAv evD dxd Ask t sI Niz fEs.  F Am H gRdWn v H gEts, n 
sins V dimAnd t sI H grEt oz F must tEk V t Niz pAlis. but fXst V·  
must pUt on H spektakalz." 

    "wF?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "bIkuz if V did not wx spektakalz H brFtnis n glPI v H emDald 
sitI wUd blFnd V.  Ivin HOz NM liv in H sitI must wx spektakalz nFt n 
dE.  HE R Yl lokt on, fP oz sO PdDd it Nwen H sitI wuz fXst bilt, n·  
F NAv H OnlI kI HAt wil anlok Hem." 

    NI Opind H big boks, n dPTI sY HAt it wuz fild wiT spektakalz v·  
evrI sFz n SEp.  Yl v Hem NAd grIn glAsiz in Hem.  H gRdWn v H gEts 
fQnd a px HAt wUd Just fit dPTI n pUt Hem OvD NX Fz.  Hx wX tM·  
gOldin bAndz fAsind t Hem HAt pAst arQnd H bAk v NX Ned, Nwx HE wX 
lokt tageHD bF a lital kI HAt wuz At H end v a cEn H gRdWn v H 
gEts wP arQnd Niz nek. Nwen HE wX on, dPTI kUd not tEk Hem Yf NAd·  
SI wiSt, but v kRs SI did not wiS t bI blFndid bF H glx v H emDald sitI, 
sO SI sed nuTIh. 

    Hen H grIn mAn fitid spektakalz fP H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin n H 
lFan, n Ivin on lital tOtO; n Yl wX lokt fAst wiT H kI. ·

    Hen H gRdWn v H gEts pUt on Niz On glAsiz n tOld Hem NI wuz 
redI t SO Hem t H pAlis.  tEkIh a big gOldin kI frum a peg on H wYl, 
NI Opind anuHD gEt, n HE Yl folOd Nim TrM H pPtal intM H strIts v H 
emDald sitI. 
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                   11.  H wundDfal sitI v oz ·

    Ivin wiT Fz pratektid bF H 
grIn spektakalz, dPTI n NX·  
frendz wX At fXst dAzald bF H 
briljins v H wundDfal sitI.  H 
strIts wX lFnd wiT bVtifal 
NQsiz Yl bilt v grIn mRbal n 
studid evrIwx wiT spRklIh 
emDraldz.  HE wYkt OvD a 
pEvmint v H sEm grIn mRbal, n 
Nwx H bloks wX Jqnd tageHD 
wX rOz v emDraldz, set klOslI, 
n glitDIh in H brFtnis v H 
sun.  H windO pEnz wX v grIn 
glAs; Ivin H skF abuv H sitI 
NAd a grIn tint, n H rEz v H 
sun wX grIn. 

    Hx wX menI pIpal--men, 
wimin, n cildrin--wYkIh abQt, n 
HIz wX Yl drest in grIn klOHz 
n NAd grIniS skinz. HE lUkt At 
dPTI n NX strEnJlI asPtid·  
kumpinI wiT wundDIh Fz, n H 
cildrin Yl rAn awE n Nid 
bINFnd Hx muHDz Nwen HE sY H lFan; but nO wun spOk t Hem. menI 
Sops stUd in H strIt, n dPTI sY HAt evrITIh in Hem wuz grIn.  grIn·  
kAndI n grIn pop kPn wX YfDd fP sEl, Az wel Az grIn SMz, grIn NAts, 
n grIn klOHz v Yl sPts.  At wun plEs a mAn wuz selIh grIn lemanEd, 
n Nwen H cildrin bYt it dPTI kUd sI HAt HE pEd fP it wiT grIn penIz. ·

    Hx sImd t bI nO NPsiz nP Animalz v enI kFnd; H men kxId TIhz 
arQnd in lital grIn kRts, Nwic HE pUSt bIfP Hem.  evrIwun sImd NApI n 
kantentid n prospDas. 

    H gRdWn v H gEts led Hem TrM H strIts antil HE kEm t a big 
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bildIh, igzAktlI in H midal v H sitI, Nwic wuz H pAlis v oz, H grEt wizDd.·  
Hx wuz a sOlJD bIfP H dP, drest in a grIn VnifPm n wxIh a loh grIn 
bCd. 

    "NC R strEnJDz," sed H gRdWn v H gEts t Nim, "n HE dimAnd t sI H 
grEt oz." ·

    "step insFd," AnsDd H sOlJD, "n F wil kxI jP mesiJ t Nim." 

    sO HE pAst TrM H pAlis gEts n wX led intM a big rMm wiT a grIn 
kRpit n luvlI grIn fXnicD set wiT emDraldz.  H sOlJD mEd Hem Yl wFp 
Hx fIt apon a grIn mAt bIfP entDIh His rMm, n Nwen HE wX sItid NI 
sed palFtlI: 

    "plIz mEk jPselvz kumfDtabal NwFl F gO t H dP v H TrOn rMm n 
tel oz V R NC." ·

    HE NAd t wEt a loh tFm bIfP H sOlJD ritXnd. Nwen, At lAst, NI 
kEm bAk, dPTI Askt: ·

    "NAv V sIn oz?" ·

    "O, nO," ritXnd H sOlJD; "F NAv nevD sIn Nim. but F spOk t Nim Az 
NI sAt bINFnd Niz skrIn n gEv Nim jP mesiJ.  NI sed NI wil grAnt V an 
YdIins, if V sO dizFD; but Ic wun v V must entD Niz prezins alOn, n NI 
wil admit but wun Ic dE.  HxfP, Az V must rimEn in H pAlis fP sevDal 
dEz, F wil NAv V SOn t rMmz Nwx V mE rest in kumfDt AftD jP JXnI." 

    "TAhk V," riplFd H gXl; "HAt iz vxI kFnd v oz." ·

    H sOlJD nQ blM apon a grIn Nwisal, n At wuns a juh gXl, drest 
in a pritI grIn silk gQn, entDd H rMm.  SI NAd luvlI grIn Nx n grIn 
Fz, n SI bQd lO bIfP dPTI Az SI sed, "folO mI n F wil SO V jP rMm."·  

    sO dPTI sed gUd-bF t Yl NX frendz iksept tOtO, n tEkIh H dYg in· ·  
NX Rmz folOd H grIn gXl TrM sevin pAsiJiz n up TrI flFts v stxz antil 
HE kEm t a rMm At H frunt v H pAlis.  it wuz H swItist lital rMm in H 
wXld, wiT a soft kumfDtabal bed HAt NAd SIts v grIn silk n a grIn 
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velvit kQntDpEn.  Hx wuz a tFnI fQntin in H midal v H rMm, HAt Sot a 
sprE v grIn pDfVm intM H x, t fYl bAk intM a bVtiflI kRvd grIn mRbal 
bEsin. bVtifal grIn flQDz stUd in H windOz, n Hx wuz a Self wiT a rO v 
lital grIn bUks.  Nwen dPTI NAd tFm t Opin HIz bUks SI fQnd Hem fUl·  
v kwC grIn pikcDz HAt mEd NX lAf, HE wX sO funI. 

    in a wPdrOb wX menI grIn dresiz, mEd v silk n sAtin n velvit; n Yl 
v Hem fitid dPTI igzAktlI. ·

    "mEk jPself pXfiktlI At NOm," sed H grIn gXl, "n if V wiS fP 
enITIh rIh H bel.  oz wil send fP V tMmRO mPnIh." ·

    SI left dPTI alOn n went bAk t H uHDz.  HIz SI YlsO led t·  
rMmz, n Ic wun v Hem fQnd Nimself loJd in a vxI plezint pRt v H pAlis. 
v kRs His palFtnis wuz wEstid on H skxkrO; fP Nwen NI fQnd Nimself 
alOn in Niz rMm NI stUd stMpidlI in wun spot, Just wiTin H dPwE, t wEt 
til mPnIh.  it wUd not rest Nim t lF dQn, n NI kUd not klOs Niz Fz; sO 
NI rimEnd Yl nFt stxIh At a lital spFdD Nwic wuz wIvIh its web in a 
kPnD v H rMm, Just Az if it wX not wun v H mOst wundDfal rMmz in H 
wXld. H tin wUdmin lE dQn on Niz bed frum fPs v NAbit, fP NI rimembDd 
Nwen NI wuz mEd v fleS; but not bIIh Ebal t slIp, NI pAst H nFt mMvIh 
Niz Jqnts up n dQn t mEk SUr HE kept in gUd wXkIh PdD.  H lFan wUd 
NAv prifXd a bed v drFd lIvz in H fPist, n did not lFk bIIh Sut up in a 
rMm; but NI NAd tM muc sens t let His wXI Nim, sO NI sprEh apon H bed 
n rOld Nimself up lFk a kAt n pXd Nimself aslIp in a minat. 

    H nekst mPnIh, AftD brekfist, H grIn mEdin kEm t fec dPTI, n SI·  
drest NX in wun v H pritIist gQnz, mEd v grIn brOkEdid sAtin.  dPTI pUt·  
on a grIn silk Epran n tFd a grIn riban arQnd tOtO'z nek, n HE·  
stRtid fP H TrOn rMm v H grEt oz. ·

    fXst HE kEm t a grEt NYl in Nwic wX menI lEdIz n Jentalmin v H 
kPt, Yl drest in ric kostVmz.  HIz pIpal NAd nuTIh t dM but tYk t Ic 
uHD, but HE YlwIz kEm t wEt QtsFd H TrOn rMm evrI mPnIh, YlHO HE 
wX nevD pDmitid t sI oz.  Az dPTI entDd HE lUkt At NX kjUrWslI, n· ·  
wun v Hem NwispDd: 

    "R V rilI gOIh t lUk apon H fEs v oz H txibal?" ·
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    "v kRs," AnsDd H gXl, "if NI wil sI mI." 

    "O, NI wil sI V," sed H sOlJD NM NAd tEkin NX mesiJ t H wizDd, 
"YlHO NI duz not lFk t NAv pIpal Ask t sI Nim.  indId, At fXst NI wuz 
AhgrI n sed F SUd send V bAk Nwx V kEm frum.  Hen NI Askt mI Nwut 
V lUkt lFk, n Nwen F menSand jP silvD SMz NI wuz vxI muc intristid. 
At lAst F tOld Nim abQt H mRk apon jP fPNed, n NI dIsFdid NI wUd 
admit V t Niz prezins." 

    Just Hen a bel rAh, n H grIn gXl sed t dPTI, "HAt iz H signal.·  
V must gO intM H TrOn rMm alOn." 

    SI Opind a lital dP n dPTI wYkt bOldlI TrM n fQnd NDself in a·  
wundDfal plEs.  it wuz a big, rQnd rMm wiT a NF Rct rMf, n H wYlz n 
sIlIh n flP wX kuvDd wiT lRJ emDraldz set klOslI tageHD.  in H 
sentD v H rMf wuz a grEt lFt, Az brFt Az H sun, Nwic mEd H emDraldz 
spRkal in a wundDfal mAnD. 

    but Nwut intristid dPTI mOst wuz H big TrOn v grIn mRbal HAt·  
stUd in H midal v H rMm.  it wuz SEpt lFk a cx n spRkald wiT Jemz, Az 
did evrITIh els.  in H sentD v H cx wuz an inPmas Ned, wiTQt a bYdI t 
sapPt it P enI Rmz P lEgz NwutevD.  Hx wuz nO Nx apon His Ned, but 
it NAd Fz n a nOz n mQT, n wuz muc bigD Hen H Ned v H bigist JFint. 

    Az dPTI gEzd apon His in wundD n fC, H Fz tXnd slOlI n lUkt·  
At NX SRplI n stedalI.  Hen H mQT mMvd, n dPTI NXd a vqs sE: ·

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal.  NM R V, n wF dM V sIk mI?" ·

    it wuz not suc an Yfal vqs Az SI NAd ikspektid t kum frum H big 
Ned; sO SI tUk kXiJ n AnsDd: 

    "F Am dPTI, H smYl n mIk.  F NAv kum t V fP Nelp." ·

    H Fz lUkt At NX TYtfalI fP a fUl minat. Hen sed H vqs: 

    "Nwx did V get H silvD SMz?" 
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    "F got Hem frum H wikid wic v H Ist, Nwen mF NQs fel on NX n kild 
NX," SI riplFd. 

    "Nwx did V get H mRk apon jP fPNed?" kantinVd H vqs. 

    "HAt iz Nwx H gUd wic v H nPT kist mI Nwen SI bEd mI gUd-bF n 
sent mI t V," sed H gXl. 

    agen H Fz lUkt At NX SRplI, n HE sY SI wuz telIh H trMT.  Hen 
oz Askt, "Nwut dM V wiS mI t dM?" ·

    "send mI bAk t kAnzas, Nwx mF Ant em n uhkal NenrI R," SI· · ·  
AnsDd XnistlI.  "F dOn't lFk jP kuntrI, YlHO it iz sO bVtifal.  n F Am 
SUr Ant em wil bI dredfalI wXId OvD mF bIIh awE sO loh." ·

    H Fz wIhkt TrI tFmz, n Hen HE tXnd up t H sIlIh n dQn t H flP 
n rOld arQnd sO kwClI HAt HE sImd t sI evrI pRt v H rMm.  n At 
lAst HE lUkt At dPTI agen. ·

    "wF SUd F dM His fP V?" Askt oz. ·

    "bIkuz V R strYh n F Am wIk; bIkuz V R a grEt wizDd n F Am 
OnlI a lital gXl." 

    "but V wX strYh Inuf t kil H wikid wic v H Ist," sed oz. ·

    "HAt Just NApind," ritXnd dPTI simplI; "F kUd not Nelp it." ·

    "wel," sed H Ned, "F wil giv V mF AnsD.  V NAv nO rFt t ikspekt 
mI t send V bAk t kAnzas anles V dM sumTIh fP mI in ritXn.  in His·  
kuntrI evrIwun must pE fP evrITIh NI gets.  if V wiS mI t Vz mF 
mAJik pQD t send V NOm agen V must dM sumTIh fP mI fXst.  Nelp mI 
n F wil Nelp V." 

    "Nwut must F dM?" Askt H gXl. 

    "kil H wikid wic v H west," AnsDd oz. ·
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    "but F kAnt!" iksklEmd dPTI, grEtlI sDprFzd. ·

    "V kild H wic v H Ist n V wx H silvD SMz, Nwic bx a pQDfal cRm. 
Hx iz nQ but wun wikid wic left in Yl His lAnd, n Nwen V kAn tel mI 
SI iz ded F wil send V bAk t kAnzas--but not bIfP." ·

    H lital gXl bIgAn t wIp, SI wuz sO muc disapqntid; n H Fz wIhkt 
agen n lUkt apon NX AhkSaslI, Az if H grEt oz felt HAt SI kUd Nelp·  
Nim if SI wUd. 

    "F nevD kild enITIh, wilIhlI," SI sobd.  "Ivin if F wontid t, NQ kUd F 
kil H wikid wic?  if V, NM R grEt n txibal, kAnt kil NX jPself, NQ dM V 
ikspekt mI t dM it?" 

    "F dM not nO," sed H Ned; "but HAt iz mF AnsD, n antil H wikid wic 
dFz V wil not sI jP uhkal n Ant agen.  rimembD HAt H wic iz wikid--
trimendaslI wikid -n Yt t bI kild.  nQ gO, n dM not Ask t sI mI agen 
antil V NAv dun jP tAsk." 

    sRafUlI dPTI left H TrOn rMm n went bAk Nwx H lFan n H·  
skxkrO n H tin wUdmin wX wEtIh t NC Nwut oz NAd sed t NX.  "Hx iz nO·  
NOp fP mI," SI sed sAdlI, "fP oz wil not send mI NOm antil F NAv kild·  
H wikid wic v H west; n HAt F kAn nevD dM." 

    NX frendz wX sRI, but kUd dM nuTIh t Nelp NX; sO dPTI went t NX·  
On rMm n lE dQn on H bed n krFd NDself t slIp. 

    H nekst mPnIh H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz kEm t H skxkrO n sed: 

    "kum wiT mI, fP oz NAz sent fP V." ·

    sO H skxkrO folOd Nim n wuz admitid intM H grEt TrOn rMm, Nwx NI 
sY, sitIh in H emDald TrOn, a mOst luvlI lEdI.  SI wuz drest in grIn 
silk gYz n wP apon NX flOIh grIn loks a krQn v JMwalz.  grOIh frum 
NX SOldDz wX wIhz, gPJas in kulD n sO lFt HAt HE flutDd if H slFtist 
breT v x rIct Hem. 
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    Nwen H skxkrO NAd bQd, Az pritilI Az Niz strY stufIh wUd let Nim, 
bIfP His bVtifal krIcD, SI lUkt apon Nim swItlI, n sed: 

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal.  NM R V, n wF dM V sIk mI?" ·

    nQ H skxkrO, NM NAd ikspektid t sI H grEt Ned dPTI NAd tOld Nim v,·  
wuz muc astoniSt; but NI AnsDd NX brEvlI. 

    "F Am OnlI a skxkrO, stuft wiT strY.  HxfP F NAv nO brEnz, n F 
kum t V prEIh HAt V wil pUt brEnz in mF Ned insted v strY, sO HAt F 
mE bIkum Az muc a mAn Az enI uHD in jP daminjanz." 

    "wF SUd F dM His fP V?" Askt H lEdI. 

    "bIkuz V R wFz n pQDfal, n nO wun els kAn Nelp mI," AnsDd H 
skxkrO. 

    "F nevD grAnt fEvDz wiTQt sum ritXn," sed oz; "but His muc F wil·  
promis.  if V wil kil fP mI H wikid wic v H west, F wil bIstO apon V a 
grEt menI brEnz, n suc gUd brEnz HAt V wil bI H wFzist mAn in Yl H 
lAnd v oz." ·

    "F TYt V Askt dPTI t kil H wic," sed H skxkrO, in sDprFz. ·

    "sO F did.  F dOn't kx NM kilz NX.  but antil SI iz ded F wil not 
grAnt jP wiS.  nQ gO, n dM not sIk mI agen antil V NAv Xnd H brEnz 
V sO grEtlI dizFD." 

    H skxkrO went sRafUlI bAk t Niz frendz n tOld Hem Nwut oz NAd·  
sed; n dPTI wuz sDprFzd t fFnd HAt H grEt wizDd wuz not a Ned, Az·  
SI NAd sIn Nim, but a luvlI lEdI. 

    "Yl H sEm," sed H skxkrO, "SI nIdz a NRt Az muc Az H tin wUdmin." 

    on H nekst mPnIh H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz kEm t H tin wUdmin 
n sed: 

    " oz NAz sent fP V.  folO mI." ·

pEJ 63



    sO H tin wUdmin folOd Nim n kEm t H grEt TrOn rMm.  NI did not 
nO NweHD NI wUd fFnd oz a luvlI lEdI P a Ned, but NI NOpt it wUd bI·  
H luvlI lEdI.  "fP," NI sed t Nimself, "if it iz H Ned, F Am SUr F SAl 
not bI givin a NRt, sins a Ned NAz nO NRt v its On n HxfP kAnt fIl 
fP mI.  but if it iz H luvlI lEdI F SAl beg NRd fP a NRt, fP Yl lEdIz 
R Hemselvz sed t bI kFndlI NRtid." 

    but Nwen H wUdmin entDd H grEt TrOn rMm NI sY nFHD H Ned nP 
H lEdI, fP oz NAd tEkin H SEp v a mOst txibal bIst.  it wuz nClI Az·  
big Az an elafint, n H grIn TrOn sImd NRdlI strYh Inuf t NOld its wEt. 
H bIst NAd a Ned lFk HAt v a rFnosDas, OnlI Hx wX fFv Fz in its fEs. 
Hx wX fFv loh Rmz grOIh Qt v its bYdI, n it YlsO NAd fFv loh, slim lEgz. 
Tik, wUlI Nx kuvDd evrI pRt v it, n a mP dredfal-lUkIh monstD kUd 
not bI imAJind.  it wuz fPcMnit H tin wUdmin NAd nO NRt At HAt mOmint, 
fP it wUd NAv bIt lQd n fAst frum txD.  but bIIh OnlI tin, H wUdmin 
wuz not At Yl afrEd, YlHO NI wuz muc disapqntid. 

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal," spOk H bIst, in a vqs HAt wuz wun·  
grEt rP.  "NM R V, n wF dM V sIk mI?" 

    "F Am a wUdmin, n mEd v tin.  HxfP F NAv nO NRt, n kAnt luv.  F 
prE V t giv mI a NRt HAt F mE bI Az uHD men R." 

    "wF SUd F dM His?" dimAndid H bIst. 

    "bIkuz F Ask it, n V alOn kAn grAnt mF rikwest," AnsDd H wUdmin. 

    oz gEv a lO grQl At His, but sed, gruflI: "if V indId dizFD a NRt,·  
V must Xn it." 

    "NQ?" Askt H wUdmin. 

    "Nelp dPTI t kil H wikid wic v H west," riplFd H bIst.  "Nwen H wic iz·  
ded, kum t mI, n F wil Hen giv V H bigist n kFndist n mOst luvIh NRt in 
Yl H lAnd v oz." ·

    sO H tin wUdmin wuz fPst t ritXn sRafUlI t Niz frendz n tel Hem 
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v H txibal bIst NI NAd sIn. HE Yl wundDd grEtlI At H menI fPmz H 
grEt wizDd kUd tEk apon Nimself, n H lFan sed: 

    "if NI iz a bIst Nwen F gO t sI Nim, F SAl rP mF lQdist, n sO 
frFtin Nim HAt NI wil grAnt Yl F Ask.  n if NI iz H luvlI lEdI, F SAl 
prItend t sprIh apon NX, n sO kampel NX t dM mF bidIh.  n if NI iz H 
grEt Ned, NI wil bI At mF mXsI; fP F wil rOl His Ned Yl abQt H rMm 
antil NI promisiz t giv us Nwut wI dizFD.  sO bI v gUd cC, mF frendz, fP 
Yl wil jet bI wel." 

    H nekst mPnIh H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz led H lFan t H grEt 
TrOn rMm n bEd Nim entD H prezins v oz. ·

    H lFan At wuns pAst TrM H dP, n glAnsIh arQnd sY, t Niz sDprFz, 
HAt bIfP H TrOn wuz a bol v fFD, sO fCs n glOIh NI kUd skxslI bx t 
gEz apon it.  Niz fXst TYt wuz HAt oz NAd bF Aksidint kYt on fFD n·  
wuz bXnIh up; but Nwen NI trFd t gO nCD, H NIt wuz sO intens HAt it 
sinJd Niz NwiskDz, n NI krept bAk tremblIhlI t a spot nCD H dP. 

    Hen a lO, kwFit vqs kEm frum H bol v fFD, n HIz wX H wXdz it 
spOk: 

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal.  NM R V, n wF dM V sIk mI?" ·

    n H lFan AnsDd, "F Am a kQDdlI lFan, afrEd v evrITIh. F kEm t 
V t beg HAt V giv mI kXiJ, sO HAt in rWlitI F mE bIkum H kIh v bIsts, 
Az men kYl mI." 

    "wF SUd F giv V kXiJ?" dimAndid oz. ·

    "bIkuz v Yl wizDdz V R H grEtist, n alOn NAv pQD t grAnt mF 
rikwest," AnsDd H lFan. 

    H bol v fFD bXnd fCslI fP a tFm, n H vqs sed, "brIh mI prMf HAt 
H wikid wic iz ded, n HAt mOmint F wil giv V kXiJ.  but Az loh Az H wic 
livz, V must rimEn a kQDd." 

    H lFan wuz AhgrI At His spIc, but kUd sE nuTIh in riplF, n NwFl NI 
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stUd sFlentlI gEzIh At H bol v fFD it bIkEm sO fjUrWslI Not HAt NI 
tXnd tEl n ruSt frum H rMm. NI wuz glAd t fFnd Niz frendz wEtIh fP 
Nim, n tOld Hem v Niz txibal intDvV wiT H wizDd. 

    "Nwut SAl wI dM nQ?" Askt dPTI sAdlI. ·

    "Hx iz OnlI wun TIh wI kAn dM," ritXnd H lFan, "n HAt iz t gO t H 
lAnd v H wInkIz, sIk Qt H wikid wic, n distrq NX." 

    "but sapOz wI kAnt?" sed H gXl. 

    "Hen F SAl nevD NAv kXiJ," diklxd H lFan. 

    "n F SAl nevD NAv brEnz," Adid H skxkrO. 

    "n F SAl nevD NAv a NRt," spOk H tin v wUdmin. 

    "n F SAl nevD sI Ant em n uhkal NenrI," sed dPTI, biginIh t· · ·  
krF. 

    "bI kxfal!" krFd H grIn gXl.  "H tIrz wil fYl on jP grIn silk gQn n 
spot it." 

    sO dPTI drFd NX Fz n sed, "F sapOz wI must trF it; but F Am SUr·  
F dM not wunt t kil enIbadI, Ivin t sI Ant em agen." ·

    "F wil gO wiT V; but F'm tM muc v a kQDd t kil H wic," sed H lFan. 

    "F wil gO tM," diklxd H skxkrO; "but F SAl not bI v muc Nelp t V, 
F Am suc a fMl." 

    "F NAvn't H NRt t NRm Ivin a wic," rimRkt H tin wUdmin; "but if V 
gO F sXtinlI SAl gO wiT V." 

    HxfP it wuz dIsFdid t stRt apon Hx JXnI H nekst mPnIh, n H 
wUdmin SRpind Niz Aks on a grIn grFndstOn n NAd Yl Niz Jqnts propDlI 
qld.  H skxkrO stuft Nimself wiT freS strY n dPTI pUt nM pEnt on Niz·  
Fz HAt NI mFt sI betD.  H grIn gXl, NM wuz vxI kFnd t Hem, fild 
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dPTI'z bAskit wiT gUd TIhz t It, n fAsind a lital bel arQnd tOtO'z nek· ·  
wiT a grIn riban. 

    HE went t bed kwFt XlI n slept sQndlI antil dElFt, Nwen HE wX 
awEkind bF H krOIh v a grIn kok HAt livd in H bAk jRd v H pAlis, n H 
kAklIh v a Nen HAt NAd lEd a grIn Eg. 
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               12.  H sXc fP H wikid wic 

    H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz 
led Hem TrM H strIts v H 
emDald sitI antil HE rIct H 
rMm Nwx H gRdWn v H gEts livd. 
His ofisD anlokt Hx spektakalz 
t pUt Hem bAk in Niz grEt boks, 
n Hen NI palFtlI Opind H gEt 
fP QD frendz. 

    "Nwic rOd lIdz t H wikid wic 
v H west?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "Hx iz nO rOd," AnsDd H 
gRdWn v H gEts. "nO wun evD 
wiSiz t gO HAt wE." 

    "NQ, Hen, R wI t fFnd NX?" 
inkwFDd H gXl. 

    "HAt wil bI IzI," riplFd H 
mAn, "fP Nwen SI nOz V R in 
H kuntrI v H wInkIz SI wil fFnd 
V, n mEk V Yl NX slEvz." 

    "pDNAps not," sed H skxkrO, "fP wI mIn t distrq NX." 

    "O, HAt iz difDint," sed H gRdWn v H gEts. "nO wun NAz evD distrqd 
NX bIfP, sO F nAcDalI TYt SI wUd mEk slEvz v V, Az SI NAz v H rest. 
but tEk kx; fP SI iz wikid n fCs, n mE not alQ V t distrq NX. kIp t H 
west, Nwx H sun sets, n V kAnt fEl t fFnd NX." 

    HE TAhkt Nim n bEd Nim gUd-bF, n tXnd tPd H west, wYkIh OvD fIldz 
v soft grAs dotid NC n Hx wiT dEzIz n butDkups.  dPTI stil wP H pritI·  
silk dres SI NAd pUt on in H pAlis, but nQ, t NX sDprFz, SI fQnd it wuz 
nO lYhgD grIn, but pjUr NwFt.  H riban arQnd tOtO'z nek NAd YlsO·  
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lYst its grIn kulD n wuz Az NwFt Az dPTI'z dres. ·

    H emDald sitI wuz sMn left fR bINFnd.  Az HE advAnst H grQnd 
bIkEm rufD n NilID, fP Hx wX nO fRmz nP NQsiz in His kuntrI v H 
west, n H grQnd wuz antild. 

    in H AftDnMn H sun SOn Not in Hx fEsiz, fP Hx wX nO trIz t 
ofD Hem SEd; sO HAt bIfP nFt dPTI n tOtO n H lFan wX tFDd, n· ·  
lE dQn apon H grAs n fel aslIp, wiT H wUdmin n H skxkrO kIpIh woc. 

    nQ H wikid wic v H west NAd but wun F, jet HAt wuz Az pQDfal Az 
a telaskOp, n kUd sI evrIwx.  sO, Az SI sAt in H dP v NX kAsal, SI 
NApind t lUk arQnd n sY dPTI lFIh aslIp, wiT NX frendz Yl abQt NX.·  
HE wX a loh distans Yf, but H wikid wic wuz AhgrI t fFnd Hem in NX 
kuntrI; sO SI blM apon a silvD Nwisal HAt Nuh arQnd NX nek. 

    At wuns Hx kEm runIh t NX frum Yl dDekSanz a pAk v grEt wUlvz. 
HE NAd loh lEgz n fCs Fz n SRp tIT. 

    "gO t HOz pIpal," sed H wic, "n tx Hem t pIsiz." 

    "R V not gOIh t mEk Hem jP slEvz?" Askt H lIdD v H wUlvz. 

    "nO," SI AnsDd, "wun iz v tin, n wun v strY; wun iz a gXl n anuHD 
a lFan.  nun v Hem iz fit t wXk, sO V mE tx Hem intM smYl pIsiz." 

    "vxI wel," sed H wUlf, n NI dASt awE At fUl spId, folOd bF H uHDz. 

    it wuz lukI H skxkrO n H wUdmin wX wFd awEk n NXd H wUlvz kumIh. 

    "His iz mF fFt," sed H wUdmin, "sO get bINFnd mI n F wil mIt Hem 
Az HE kum." 

    NI sIzd Niz Aks, Nwic NI NAd mEd vxI SRp, n Az H lIdD v H wUlvz 
kEm on H tin wUdmin swuh Niz Rm n copt H wUlf's Ned frum its bYdI, sO 
HAt it imIdWtlI dFd. Az sMn Az NI kUd rEz Niz Aks anuHD wUlf kEm up, 
n NI YlsO fel undD H SRp eJ v H tin wUdmin'z wepan.  Hx wX fPtI 
wUlvz, n fPtI tFmz a wUlf wuz kild, sO HAt At lAst HE Yl lE ded in a 
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NIp bIfP H wUdmin. 

    Hen NI pUt dQn Niz Aks n sAt bIsFd H skxkrO, NM sed, "it wuz a gUd 
fFt, frend." 

    HE wEtid antil dPTI awOk H nekst mPnIh.  H lital gXl wuz kwFt·  
frFtind Nwen SI sY H grEt pFl v SAgI wUlvz, but H tin wUdmin tOld NX 
Yl.  SI TAhkt Nim fP sEvIh Hem n sAt dQn t brekfist, AftD Nwic HE 
stRtid agen apon Hx JXnI. 

    nQ His sEm mPnIh H wikid wic kEm t H dP v NX kAsal n lUkt Qt wiT 
NX wun F HAt kUd sI fR Yf. SI sY Yl NX wUlvz lFIh ded, n H strEnJDz 
stil trAvalIh TrM NX kuntrI.  His mEd NX AhgrID Hen bIfP, n SI blM NX 
silvD Nwisal twFs. 

    stEtawE a grEt flok v wFld krOz kEm flFIh tPd NX, Inuf t dRkin H 
skF. 

    n H wikid wic sed t H kIh krO, "flF At wuns t H strEnJDz; pek Qt 
Hx Fz n tx Hem t pIsiz." 

    H wFld krOz flM in wun grEt flok tPd dPTI n NX kampAnjanz.·  
Nwen H lital gXl sY Hem kumIh SI wuz afrEd. 

    but H skxkrO sed, "His iz mF bAtal, sO lF dQn bIsFd mI n V wil 
not bI NRmd." 

    sO HE Yl lE apon H grQnd iksept H skxkrO, n NI stUd up n strect 
Qt Niz Rmz.  n Nwen H krOz sY Nim HE wX frFtind, Az HIz bXdz YlwIz R 
bF skxkrOz, n did not dx t kum enI nCD.  but H kIh krO sed: 

    "it iz OnlI a stuft mAn.  F wil pek Niz Fz Qt." 

    H kIh krO flM At H skxkrO, NM kYt it bF H Ned n twistid its nek 
antil it dFd.  n Hen anuHD krO flM At Nim, n H skxkrO twistid its nek 
YlsO.  Hx wX fPtI krOz, n fPtI tFmz H skxkrO twistid a nek, antil At 
lAst Yl wX lFIh ded bIsFd Nim.  Hen NI kYld t Niz kampAnjanz t rFz, n 
agen HE went apon Hx JXnI. 
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    Nwen H wikid wic lUkt Qt agen n sY Yl NX krOz lFIh in a NIp, SI 
got intM a txibal rEJ, n blM TrI tFmz apon NX silvD Nwisal. 

    fPTwiT Hx wuz NXd a grEt buzIh in H x, n a swPm v blAk bIz kEm 
flFIh tPd NX. 

    "gO t H strEnJDz n stIh Hem t deT!" kamAndid H wic, n H bIz tXnd 
n flM rApidlI antil HE kEm t Nwx dPTI n NX frendz wX wYkIh.  but H·  
wUdmin NAd sIn Hem kumIh, n H skxkrO NAd dIsFdid Nwut t dM. 

    "tEk Qt mF strY n skAtD it OvD H lital gXl n H dYg n H lFan," 
NI sed t H wUdmin, "n H bIz kAnt stIh Hem."  His H wUdmin did, n Az 
dPTI lE klOs bIsFd H lFan n Neld tOtO in NX Rmz, H strY kuvDd· ·  
Hem intFDlI. 

    H bIz kEm n fQnd nO wun but H wUdmin t stIh, sO HE flM At Nim n 
brOk Yf Yl Hx stIhz agenst H tin, wiTQt NXtIh H wUdmin At Yl.  n Az bIz 
kAnt liv Nwen Hx stIhz R brOkin HAt wuz H end v H blAk bIz, n HE lE 
skAtDd Tik abQt H wUdmin, lFk lital NIps v fFn kOl. 

    Hen dPTI n H lFan got up, n H gXl Nelpt H tin wUdmin pUt H·  
strY bAk intM H skxkrO agen, antil NI wuz Az gUd Az evD.  sO HE stRtid 
apon Hx JXnI wuns mP. 

    H wikid wic wuz sO AhgrI Nwen SI sY NX blAk bIz in lital NIps lFk 
fFn kOl HAt SI stAmpt NX fUt n tP NX Nx n nASd NX tIT.  n Hen SI 
kYld a duzin v NX slEvz, NM wX H wInkIz, n gEv Hem SRp spCz, telIh 
Hem t gO t H strEnJDz n distrq Hem. 

    H wInkIz wX not a brEv pIpal, but HE NAd t dM Az HE wX tOld.  sO 
HE mRct awE antil HE kEm nC t dPTI.  Hen H lFan gEv a grEt rP·  
n sprEh tPdz Hem, n H pUr wInkIz wX sO frFtind HAt HE rAn bAk Az 
fAst Az HE kUd. 

    Nwen HE ritXnd t H kAsal H wikid wic bIt Hem wel wiT a strAp, n 
sent Hem bAk t Hx wXk, AftD Nwic SI sAt dQn t TIhk Nwut SI SUd dM 
nekst.  SI kUd not undDstAnd NQ Yl NX plAnz t distrq HIz strEnJDz 
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NAd fEld; but SI wuz a pQDfal wic, Az wel Az a wikid wun, n SI sMn mEd 
up NX mFnd NQ t Akt. 

    Hx wuz, in NX kubDd, a gOldin kAp, wiT a sXkal v dFmandz n rMbIz 
runIh rQnd it.  His gOldin kAp NAd a cRm. NMevD Ond it kUd kYl TrI 
tFmz apon H wIhid muhkIz, NM wUd ObE enI PdD HE wX givin.  but nO 
pXsan kUd kamAnd HIz strEnJ krIcDz mP Hen TrI tFmz. twFs YlredI H 
wikid wic NAd Vzd H cRm v H kAp. wuns wuz Nwen SI NAd mEd H wInkIz NX 
slEvz, n set NDself t rMl OvD Hx kuntrI.  H wIhid muhkIz NAd Nelpt NX 
dM His.  H sekand tFm wuz Nwen SI NAd fYt agenst H grEt oz Nimself,·  
n drivin Nim Qt v H lAnd v H west. H wIhid muhkIz NAd YlsO Nelpt NX in 
dMIh His.  OnlI wuns mP kUd SI Vz His gOldin kAp, fP Nwic rIzan SI did 
not lFk t dM sO antil Yl NX uHD pQDz wX igzYstid.  but nQ HAt NX 
fCs wUlvz n NX wFld krOz n NX stIhIh bIz wX gYn, n NX slEvz NAd bin 
skxd awE bF H kQDdlI lFan, SI sY Hx wuz OnlI wun wE left t distrq 
dPTI n NX frendz. ·

    sO H wikid wic tUk H gOldin kAp frum NX kubDd n plEst it apon NX 
Ned.  Hen SI stUd apon NX left fUt n sed slOlI: 

    "ep-pe, pep-pe, kAk-ke!" 

    nekst SI stUd apon NX rFt fUt n sed: 

    "NFl-lO, Nol-lO, Nel-lO!" 

    AftD His SI stUd apon bOT fIt n krFd in a lQd vqs: 

    "ziz-zI, zuz-zI, zik!" 

    nQ H cRm bIgAn t wXk.  H skF wuz dRkind, n a lO rumblIh sQnd 
wuz NXd in H x.  Hx wuz a ruSIh v menI wIhz, a grEt cAtDIh n lAfIh, 
n H sun kEm Qt v H dRk skF t SO H wikid wic sDQndid bF a krQd v 
muhkIz, Ic wiT a px v imens n pQDfal wIhz on Niz SOldDz. 

    wun, muc bigD Hen H uHDz, sImd t bI Hx lIdD. NI flM klOs t H wic 
n sed, "V NAv kYld us fP H TXd n lAst tFm.  Nwut dM V kamAnd?" 
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    "gO t H strEnJDz NM R wiTin mF lAnd n distrq Hem Yl iksept H 
lFan," sed H wikid wic.  "brIh HAt bIst t mI, fP F NAv a mFnd t NRnes 
Nim lFk a NPs, n mEk Nim wXk." 

    "jP kamAndz SAl bI ObEd," sed H lIdD.  Hen, wiT a grEt dIl v 
cAtDIh n nqz, H wIhid muhkIz flM awE t H plEs Nwx dPTI n NX frendz·  
wX wYkIh. 

    sum v H muhkIz sIzd H tin wUdmin n kxId Nim TrM H x antil HE wX 
OvD a kuntrI TiklI kuvDd wiT SRp roks.  NC HE dropt H pUr wUdmin, NM 
fel a grEt distans t H roks, Nwx NI lE sO bAtDd n dentid HAt NI kUd 
nFHD mMv nP grOn. 

    uHDz v H muhkIz kYt H 
skxkrO, n wiT Hx loh fIhgDz 
pUld Yl v H strY Qt v Niz 
klOHz n Ned. HE mEd Niz NAt n 
bMts n klOHz intM a smYl 
bundal n TrM it intM H top 
brAnciz v a tYl trI. 

    H rimEnIh muhkIz TrM pIsiz 
v stQt rOp arQnd H lFan n 
wQnd menI kqlz abQt Niz bYdI 
n Ned n lEgz, antil NI wuz 
anEbal t bFt P skrAc P 
strugal in enI wE. Hen HE 
liftid Nim up n flM awE wiT Nim 
t H wic'z kAsal, Nwx NI wuz 
plEst in a smYl jRd wiT a NF 
FDn fens arQnd it, sO HAt NI 
kUd not iskEp. 

    but dPTI HE did not NRm·  
At Yl.  SI stUd, wiT tOtO in·  
NX Rmz, wocIh H sAd fEt v NX 
komrAdz n TIhkIh it wUd sMn bI NX tXn.  H lIdD v H wIhid muhkIz flM 
up t NX, Niz loh, NxI Rmz strect Qt n Niz uglI fEs grinIh txiblI; but NI 
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sY H mRk v H gUd wic'z kis apon NX fPNed n stopt SPt, mOSanIh H 
uHDz not t tuc NX. 

    "wI dx not NRm His lital gXl," NI sed t Hem, "fP SI iz pratektid bF 
H pQD v gUd, n HAt iz grEtD Hen H pQD v Ival.  Yl wI kAn dM iz t 
kxI NX t H kAsal v H wikid wic n lIv NX Hx." 

    sO, kxfalI n JentlI, HE liftid dPTI in Hx Rmz n kxId NX swiftlI·  
TrM H x antil HE kEm t H kAsal, Nwx HE set NX dQn apon H frunt 
dPstep. Hen H lIdD sed t H wic: 

    "wI NAv ObEd V Az fR Az wI wX Ebal.  H tin wUdmin n H skxkrO R 
distrqd, n H lFan iz tFd up in jP jRd. H lital gXl wI dx not NRm, nP 
H dYg SI kxIz in NX Rmz. jP pQD OvD QD bAnd iz nQ endid, n V wil 
nevD sI us agen." 

    Hen Yl H wIhid muhkIz, wiT muc lAfIh n cAtDIh n nqz, flM intM H 
x n wX sMn Qt v sFt. 

    H wikid wic wuz bOT sDprFzd n wXId Nwen SI sY H mRk on dPTI'z·  
fPNed, fP SI nM wel HAt nFHD H wIhid muhkIz nP SI, NDself, dx NXt H 
gXl in enI wE. SI lUkt dQn At dPTI'z fIt, n sIIh H silvD SMz, bIgAn t·  
trembal wiT fC, fP SI nM Nwut a pQDfal cRm bilYhd t Hem.  At fXst H 
wic wuz temptid t run awE frum dPTI; but SI NApind t lUk intM H·  
cFld'z Fz n sY NQ simpal H sOl bINFnd Hem wuz, n HAt H lital gXl did 
not nO v H wundDfal pQD H silvD SMz gEv NX.  sO H wikid wic lAft t 
NDself, n TYt, "F kAn stil mEk NX mF slEv, fP SI duz not nO NQ t Vz 
NX pQD." Hen SI sed t dPTI, NRSlI n savClI: ·

    "kum wiT mI; n sI HAt V mFnd evrITIh F tel V, fP if V dM not F 
wil mEk an end v V, Az F did v H tin wUdmin n H skxkrO." 

    dPTI folOd NX TrM menI v H bVtifal rMmz in NX kAsal antil HE·  
kEm t H kicin, Nwx H wic bEd NX klIn H pots n ketalz n swIp H flP n 
kIp H fFD fed wiT wUd. 

    dPTI went t wXk mIklI, wiT NX mFnd mEd up t wXk Az NRd Az SI·  
kUd; fP SI wuz glAd H wikid wic NAd dIsFdid not t kil NX. 
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    wiT dPTI NRd At wXk, H wic TYt SI wUd gO intM H kPtjRd n NRnes·  
H kQDdlI lFan lFk a NPs; it wUd amVz NX, SI wuz SUr, t mEk Nim drY 
NX cxWt NwenevD SI wiSt t gO t drFv.  but Az SI Opind H gEt H lFan 
gEv a lQd rP n bQndid At NX sO fCslI HAt H wic wuz afrEd, n rAn Qt 
n Sut H gEt agen. 

    "if F kAnt NRnes V," sed H wic t H lFan, spIkIh TrM H bRz v H 
gEt, "F kAn stRv V. V SAl NAv nuTIh t It antil V dM Az F wiS." 

    sO AftD HAt SI tUk nO fMd t H imprizand lFan; but evrI dE SI 
kEm t H gEt At nMn n Askt, "R V redI t bI NRnest lFk a NPs?" 

    n H lFan wUd AnsD, "nO.  if V kum in His jRd, F wil bFt V." 

    H rIzan H lFan did not NAv t dM Az H wic wiSt wuz HAt evrI nFt, 
NwFl H wUman wuz aslIp, dPTI kxId Nim fMd frum H kubDd.  AftD NI·  
NAd Itin NI wUd lF dQn on Niz bed v strY, n dPTI wUd lF bIsFd Nim n·  
pUt NX Ned on Niz soft, SAgI mEn, NwFl HE tYkt v Hx trubalz n trFd t 
plAn sum wE t iskEp.  but HE kUd fFnd nO wE t get Qt v H kAsal, fP 
it wuz konstintlI gRdid bF H jelO wInkIz, NM wX H slEvz v H wikid wic n 
tM afrEd v NX not t dM Az SI tOld Hem. 

    H gXl NAd t wXk NRd dXIh H dE, n Yfin H wic Tretind t bIt NX wiT H 
sEm Old umbrela SI YlwIz kxId in NX NAnd.  but, in trMT, SI did not dx 
t strFk dPTI, bIkuz v H mRk apon NX fPNed.  H cFld did not nO His, n·  
wuz fUl v fC fP NDself n tOtO.  wuns H wic struk tOtO a blO wiT· ·  
NX umbrela n H brEv lital dYg flM At NX n bit NX leg in ritXn.  H wic 
did not blId Nwx SI wuz bitin, fP SI wuz sO wikid HAt H blud in NX NAd 
drFd up menI jCz bIfP. 

    dPTI'z lFf bIkEm vxI sAd Az SI grM t undDstAnd HAt it wUd bI·  
NRdD Hen evD t get bAk t kAnzas n Ant em agen. sumtFmz SI wUd· ·  
krF bitDlI fP QDz, wiT tOtO sitIh At NX fIt n lUkIh intM NX fEs,·  
NwFnIh dizmalI t SO NQ sRI NI wuz fP Niz lital mistris.  tOtO did not·  
rilI kx NweHD NI wuz in kAnzas P H lAnd v oz sO loh Az dPTI wuz· · ·  
wiT Nim; but NI nM H lital gXl wuz anNApI, n HAt mEd Nim anNApI tM. 
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    nQ H wikid wic NAd a grEt lYhIh t NAv fP NX On H silvD SMz Nwic H 
gXl YlwIz wP.  NX bIz n NX krOz n NX wUlvz wX lFIh in NIps n drFIh up, 
n SI NAd Vzd up Yl H pQD v H gOldin kAp; but if SI kUd OnlI get NOld 
v H silvD SMz, HE wUd giv NX mP pQD Hen Yl H uHD TIhz SI NAd lYst. 
SI woct dPTI kxfalI, t sI if SI evD tUk Yf NX SMz, TIhkIh SI mFt stIl·  
Hem. but H cFld wuz sO prQd v NX pritI SMz HAt SI nevD tUk Hem Yf 
iksept At nFt n Nwen SI tUk NX bAT.  H wic wuz tM muc afrEd v H dRk 
t dx gO in dPTI'z rMm At nFt t tEk H SMz, n NX dred v wYtD wuz·  
grEtD Hen NX fC v H dRk, sO SI nevD kEm nC Nwen dPTI wuz bEHIh.·  
indId, H Old wic nevD tuct wYtD, nP evD let wYtD tuc NX in enI wE. 

    but H wikid krIcD wuz vxI kunIh, n SI fFnalI TYt v a trik HAt wUd 
giv NX Nwut SI wontid.  SI plEst a bR v FDn in H midal v H kicin flP, 
n Hen bF NX mAJik Rts mEd H FDn invizibal t NjMmin Fz.  sO HAt Nwen 
dPTI wYkt akros H flP SI stumbald OvD H bR, not bIIh Ebal t sI it,·  
n fel At fUl lehT. SI wuz not muc NXt, but in NX fYl wun v H silvD 
SMz kEm Yf; n bIfP SI kUd rIc it, H wic NAd snAct it awE n pUt it on 
NX On skinI fUt. 

    H wikid wUman wuz grEtlI plIzd wiT H sakses v NX trik, fP Az loh Az 
SI NAd wun v H SMz SI Ond NAf H pQD v Hx cRm, n dPTI kUd not Vz·  
it agenst NX, Ivin NAd SI nOn NQ t dM sO. 

    H lital gXl, sIIh SI NAd lYst wun v NX pritI SMz, grM AhgrI, n sed t 
H wic, "giv mI bAk mF SM!" 

    "F wil not," rItPtid H wic, "fP it iz nQ mF SM, n not jPz." 

    "V R a wikid krIcD!" krFd dPTI.  "V NAv nO rFt t tEk mF SM·  
frum mI." 

    "F SAl kIp it, Just H sEm," sed H wic, lAfIh At NX, "n sumdE F SAl 
get H uHD wun frum V, tM." 

    His mEd dPTI sO vxI AhgrI HAt SI pikt up H bukit v wYtD HAt stUd·  
nC n dASt it OvD H wic, wetIh NX frum Ned t fUt. 

    instintlI H wikid wUman gEv a lQd krF v fC, n Hen, Az dPTI lUkt·  
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At NX in wundD, H wic bIgAn t SrIhk n fYl awE. 

    "sI Nwut V NAv dun!" SI skrImd.  "in a minat F SAl melt awE." 

    "F'm vxI sRI, indId," sed dPTI, NM wuz trMlI frFtind t sI H wic·  
AkSMalI meltIh awE lFk brQn SUgD bIfP NX vxI Fz. 

    "didn't V nO wYtD wUd bI H end v mI?" Askt H wic, in a wElIh, 
dispxIh vqs. 

    "v kRs not," AnsDd dPTI.  "NQ SUd F?" ·

    "wel, in a fV minats F SAl bI Yl meltid, n V wil NAv H kAsal t 
jPself.  F NAv bin wikid in mF dE, but F nevD TYt a lital gXl lFk V 
wUd evD bI Ebal t melt mI n end mF wikid dIdz.  lUk Qt--NC F gO!" 

    wiT HIz wXdz H wic fel dQn in a brQn, meltid, SEplis mAs n bIgAn t 
spred OvD H klIn bPdz v H kicin flP.  sIIh HAt SI NAd rilI meltid awE 
t nuTIh, dPTI drM anuHD bukit v wYtD n TrM it OvD H mes. SI Hen·  
swept it Yl Qt H dP.  AftD pikIh Qt H silvD SM, Nwic wuz Yl HAt wuz 
left v H Old wUman, SI klInd n drFd it wiT a klYT, n pUt it on NX fUt 
agen.  Hen, bIIh At lAst frI t dM Az SI cOz, SI rAn Qt t H kPtjRd t 
tel H lFan HAt H wikid wic v H west NAd kum t an end, n HAt HE wX 
nO lYhgD prizanDz in a strEnJ lAnd. 
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                         13.  H reskV 

    H kQDdlI lFan wuz muc plIzd t NC HAt H wikid wic NAd bin meltid 
bF a bukit v wYtD, n dPTI At wuns anlokt H gEt v Niz prizan n set·  
Nim frI.  HE went in tageHD t H kAsal, Nwx dPTI'z fXst Akt wuz t kYl·  
Yl H wInkIz tageHD n tel Hem HAt HE wX nO lYhgD slEvz. 

    Hx wuz grEt riJqsIh amuh H jelO wInkIz, fP HE NAd bin mEd t wXk 
NRd dXIh menI jCz fP H wikid wic, NM NAd YlwIz trItid Hem wiT grEt 
krMltI.  HE kept His dE Az a NolidE, Hen n evD AftD, n spent H tFm 
in fIstIh n dAnsIh. 

    "if QD frendz, H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin, wX OnlI wiT us," sed H 
lFan, "F SUd bI kwFt NApI." 

    "dOn't V sapOz wI kUd reskV Hem?" Askt H gXl AhkSaslI. 

    "wI kAn trF," AnsDd H lFan. 

    sO HE kYld H jelO wInkIz n Askt Hem if HE wUd Nelp t reskV Hx 
frendz, n H wInkIz sed HAt HE wUd bI dilFtid t dM Yl in Hx pQD fP 
dPTI, NM NAd set Hem frI frum bondiJ.  sO SI cOz a numbD v H·  
wInkIz NM lUkt Az if HE nM H mOst, n HE Yl stRtid awE.  HE trAvald 
HAt dE n pRt v H nekst antil HE kEm t H rokI plEn Nwx H tin wUdmin 
lE, Yl bAtDd n bent.  Niz Aks wuz nC Nim, but H blEd wuz rustid n H 
NAndal brOkin Yf SPt. 

    H wInkIz liftid Nim tendDlI in Hx Rmz, n kxId Nim bAk t H jelO 
kAsal agen, dPTI SedIh a fV tIrz bF H wE At H sAd plFt v NX Old·  
frend, n H lFan lUkIh sObD n sRI.  Nwen HE rIct H kAsal dPTI sed·  
t H wInkIz: 

    "R enI v jP pIpal tinsmiTs?" 

    "O, jes.  sum v us R vxI gUd tinsmiTs," HE tOld NX. 

    "Hen brIh Hem t mI," SI sed.  n Nwen H tinsmiTs kEm, brIhIh wiT 
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Hem Yl Hx tMlz in bAskits, SI inkwFDd, "kAn V strEtin Qt HOz dents in 
H tin wUdmin, n bend Nim bAk intM SEp agen, n sodD Nim tageHD Nwx NI 
iz brOkin?" 

    H tinsmiTs lUkt H wUdmin 
OvD kxfalI n Hen AnsDd HAt 
HE TYt HE kUd mend Nim sO NI 
wUd bI Az gUd Az evD.  sO HE 
set t wXk in wun v H big jelO 
rMmz v H kAsal n wXkt fP TrI 
dEz n fP nFts, NAmDIh n twistIh 
n bendIh n sodDIh n poliSIh n 
pQndIh At H lEgz n bYdI n Ned v 
H tin wUdmin, antil At lAst NI 
wuz strEtind Qt intM Niz Old fPm, 
n Niz Jqnts wXkt Az wel Az evD. 
t bI SUr, Hx wX sevDal pAciz on 
Nim, but H tinsmiTs did a gUd Job, 
n Az H wUdmin wuz not a vEn 
mAn NI did not mFnd H pAciz At 
Yl. 

    Nwen, At lAst, NI wYkt intM 
dPTI'z rMm n TAhkt NX fP·  
reskVIh Nim, NI wuz sO plIzd HAt 
NI wept tIrz v Jq, n dPTI NAd·  
t wFp evrI tC kxfalI frum Niz 
fEs wiT NX Epran, sO Niz Jqnts wUd not bI rustid.  At H sEm tFm NX On 
tIrz fel Tik n fAst At H Jq v mItIh NX Old frend agen, n HIz tIrz did 
not nId t bI wFpt awE.  Az fP H lFan, NI wFpt Niz Fz sO Yfin wiT H tip 
v Niz tEl HAt it bIkEm kwFt wet, n NI wuz ablFJd t gO Qt intM H 
kPtjRd n NOld it in H sun til it drFd. 

    "if wI OnlI NAd H skxkrO wiT us agen," sed H tin wUdmin, Nwen 
dPTI NAd finiSt telIh Nim evrITIh HAt NAd NApind, "F SUd bI kwFt NApI."·  

    "wI must trF t fFnd Nim," sed H gXl. 
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    sO SI kYld H wInkIz t Nelp NX, n HE wYkt Yl HAt dE n pRt v H 
nekst antil HE kEm t H tYl trI in H brAnciz v Nwic H wIhid muhkIz NAd 
tYst H skxkrO'z klOHz. 

    it wuz a vxI tYl trI, n H truhk wuz sO smMH HAt nO wun kUd klFm 
it; but H wUdmin sed At wuns, "F'l cop it dQn, n Hen wI kAn get H 
skxkrO'z klOHz." 

    nQ NwFl H tinsmiTs NAd bin At wXk mendIh H wUdmin Nimself, anuHD 
v H wInkIz, NM wuz a gOldsmiT, NAd mEd an Aks-NAndal v solad gOld n 
fitid it t H wUdmin'z Aks, insted v H Old brOkin NAndal.  uHDz poliSt H 
blEd antil Yl H rust wuz rImMvd n it glisind lFk bXniSt silvD. 

    Az sMn Az NI NAd spOkin, H tin wUdmin bIgAn t cop, n in a SPt tFm 
H trI fel OvD wiT a krAS, Nwxapon H skxkrO'z klOHz fel Qt v H brAnciz 
n rOld Yf on H grQnd. 

    dPTI pikt Hem up n NAd H wInkIz kxI Hem bAk t H kAsal, Nwx HE·  
wX stuft wiT nFs, klIn strY; n biNOld! NC wuz H skxkrO, Az gUd Az evD, 
TAhkIh Hem OvD n OvD agen fP sEvIh Nim. 

    nQ HAt HE wX rIVnFtid, dPTI n NX frendz spent a fV NApI dEz·  
At H jelO kAsal, Nwx HE fQnd evrITIh HE nIdid t mEk Hem kumfDtabal. 

    but wun dE H gXl TYt v Ant em, n sed, "wI must gO bAk t oz, n· ·  
klEm Niz promis." 

    "jes," sed H wUdmin, "At lAst F SAl get mF NRt." 

    "n F SAl get mF brEnz," Adid H skxkrO JqfalI. 

    "n F SAl get mF kXiJ," sed H lFan TYtfalI. 

    "n F SAl get bAk t kAnzas," krFd dPTI, klApIh NX NAndz. "O, let· ·  
us stRt fP H emDald sitI tMmRO!" 

    His HE dIsFdid t dM.  H nekst dE HE kYld H wInkIz tageHD n bEd 
Hem gUd-bF.  H wInkIz wX sRI t NAv Hem gO, n HE NAd grOn sO fond v 
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H tin wUdmin HAt HE begd Nim t stE n rMl OvD Hem n H jelO lAnd v H 
west. fFndIh HE wX ditXmind t gO, H wInkIz gEv tOtO n H lFan Ic a·  
gOldin kolD; n t dPTI HE pkIzentid a bVtifal brEslit studid wiT·  
dFmandz; n t H skxkrO HE gEv a gOld-Nedid wYkIh stik, t kIp Nim frum 
stumblIh; n t H tin wUdmin HE YfDd a silvD ql-kAn, inlEd wiT gOld n 
set wiT preSas JMwalz. 

    evrI wun v H trAvalDz mEd H wInkIz a pritI spIc in ritXn, n Yl 
SUk NAndz wiT Hem antil Hx Rmz Ekd. 

    dPTI went t H wic'z kubDd t fil NX bAskit wiT fMd fP H JXnI, n·  
Hx SI sY H gOldin kAp.  SI trFd it on NX On Ned n fQnd HAt it fitid NX 
igzAktlI.  SI did not nO enITIh abQt H cRm v H gOldin kAp, but SI sY 
HAt it wuz pritI, sO SI mEd up NX mFnd t wx it n kxI NX sunbOnit in H 
bAskit. 

    Hen, bIIh prIpxd fP H JXnI, HE Yl stRtid fP H emDald sitI; n H 
wInkIz gEv Hem TrI cCz n menI gUd wiSiz t kxI wiT Hem. 
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                     14.  H wIhid muhkIz 

    V wil rimembD Hx wuz nO 
rOd--not Ivin a pATwE-- bItwIn 
H kAsal v H wikid wic n H 
emDald sitI. Nwen H fP 
trAvalDz went in sXc v H wic 
SI NAd sIn Hem kumIh, n sO 
sent H wIhid muhkIz t brIh Hem 
t NX. it wuz muc NRdD t fFnd 
Hx wE bAk TrM H big fIldz v 
butDkups n jelO dEzIz Hen it 
wuz bIIh kxId. HE nM, v kRs, HE 
must gO strEt Ist, tPd H rFzIh 
sun; n HE stRtid Yf in H rFt 
wE.  but At nMn, Nwen H sun 
wuz OvD Hx Nedz, HE did not 
nO Nwic wuz Ist n Nwic wuz 
west, n HAt wuz H rIzan HE 
wX lYst in H grEt fIldz.  HE 
kept on wYkIh, NQevD, n At 
nFt H mMn kEm Qt n SOn 
brFtlI.  sO HE lE dQn amuh H 
swIt smelIh jelO flQDz n 
slept sQndlI antil mPnIh-- Yl 
but H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin. 

    H nekst mPnIh H sun wuz bINFnd a klQd, but HE stRtid on, Az if 
HE wX kwFt SUr Nwic wE HE wX gOIh. 

    "if wI wYk fR Inuf," sed dPTI, "F Am SUr wI SAl sumtFm kum t·  
sum plEs." 

    but dE bF dE pAst awE, n HE stil sY nuTIh bIfP Hem but H skRlit 
fIldz.  H skxkrO bIgAn t grumbal a bit. 

    "wI NAv SUrlI lYst QD wE," NI sed, "n anles wI fFnd it agen in 
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tFm t rIc H emDald sitI, F SAl nevD get mF brEnz." 

    "nP F mF NRt," diklxd H tin wUdmin.  "it sImz t mI F kAn skxslI 
wEt til F get t oz, n V must admit His iz a vxI loh JXnI." ·

    "V sI," sed H kQDdlI lFan, wiT a NwimpD, "F NAvn't H kXiJ t kIp 
trAmpIh fPevD, wiTQt getIh enIwx At Yl." 

    Hen dPTI lYst NRt.  SI sAt dQn on H grAs n lUkt At NX·  
kampAnjanz, n HE sAt dQn n lUkt At NX, n tOtO fQnd HAt fP H fXst·  
tFm in Niz lFf NI wuz tM tFDd t cEs a butDflF HAt flM pAst Niz Ned. 
sO NI pUt Qt Niz tuh n pAntid n lUkt At dPTI Az if t Ask Nwut HE SUd·  
dM nekst. 

    "sapOz wI kYl H fIld mFs," SI sagJestid.  "HE kUd probablI tel us H 
wE t H emDald sitI." 

    "t bI SUr HE kUd," krFd H skxkrO.  "wF didn't wI TIhk v HAt bIfP?" 

    dPTI blM H lital Nwisal SI NAd YlwIz kxId abQt NX nek sins H·  
kwIn v H mFs NAd givin it t NX.  in a fV minats HE NXd H pAtDIh v 
tFnI fIt, n menI v H smYl grE mFs kEm runIh up t NX.  amuh Hem wuz 
H kwIn NDself, NM Askt, in NX skwIkI lital vqs: 

    "Nwut kAn F dM fP mF frendz?" 

    "wI NAv lYst QD wE," sed dPTI.  "kAn V tel us Nwx H emDald sitI·  
iz?" 

    "sXtinlI," AnsDd H kwIn; "but it iz a grEt wE Yf, fP V NAv NAd it 
At jP bAks Yl His tFm."  Hen SI nOtist dPTI'z gOldin kAp, n sed, "wF·  
dOn't V Vz H cRm v H kAp, n kYl H wIhid muhkIz t V?  HE wil kxI V t 
H sitI v oz in les Hen an QD." ·

    "F didn't nO Hx wuz a cRm," AnsDd dPTI, in sDprFz.  "Nwut iz it?" ·

    "it iz ritin insFd H gOldin kAp," riplFd H kwIn v H mFs.  "but if V R 
gOIh t kYl H wIhid muhkIz wI must run awE, fP HE R fUl v miscif n 
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TIhk it grEt fun t plEg us." 

    "wOn't HE NXt mI?" Askt H gXl AhkSaslI. 

    "O, nO.  HE must ObE H wxD v H kAp.  gUd-bF!" n SI skAmpDd Qt v 
sFt, wiT Yl H mFs NXIIh AftD NX. 

    dPTI lUkt insFd H gOldin kAp n sY sum wXdz ritin apon H lFnIh.·  
HIz, SI TYt, must bI H cRm, sO SI red H dDekSanz kxfalI n pUt H kAp 
apon NX Ned. 

    "ep-pe, pep-pe, kAk-ke!" SI sed, stAndIh on NX left fUt. 

    "Nwut did V sE?" Askt H skxkrO, NM did not nO Nwut SI wuz dMIh. 

    "NFl-lO, Nol-lO, Nel-lO!"  dPTI went on, stAndIh His tFm on NX·  
rFt fUt. 

    "NelO!" riplFd H tin wUdmin kymlI. 

    "ziz-zI, zuz-zI, zik!" sed dPTI, NM wuz nQ stAndIh on bOT fIt.  His·  
endid H sEIh v H cRm, n HE NXd a grEt cAtDIh n flApIh v wIhz, Az H 
bAnd v wIhid muhkIz flM up t Hem. 

    H kIh bQd lO bIfP dPTI, n Askt, "Nwut iz jP kamAnd?" ·

    "wI wiS t gO t H emDald sitI," sed H cFld, "n wI NAv lYst QD wE." 

    "wI wil kxI V," riplFd H kIh, n nO sMnD NAd NI spOkin Hen tM v H 
muhkIz kYt dPTI in Hx Rmz n flM awE wiT NX.  uHDz tUk H skxkrO n·  
H wUdmin n H lFan, n wun lital muhkI sIzd tOtO n flM AftD Hem,·  
YlHO H dYg trFd NRd t bFt Nim. 

    H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin wX rAHD frFtind At fXst, fP HE rimembDd 
NQ bAdlI H wIhid muhkIz NAd trItid Hem bIfP; but HE sY HAt nO NRm wuz 
intendid, sO HE rOd TrM H x kwFt cCfalI, n NAd a fFn tFm lUkIh At H 
pritI gRdinz n wUdz fR bilO Hem. 
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    dPTI fQnd NDself rFdIh IzilI bItwIn tM v H bigist muhkIz, wun v·  
Hem H kIh Nimself.  HE NAd mEd a cx v Hx NAndz n wX kxfal not t 
NXt NX. 

    "wF dM V NAv t ObE H cRm v H gOldin kAp?" SI Askt. 

    "HAt iz a loh stPI," AnsDd H kIh, wiT a lAf; "but Az wI NAv a loh 
JXnI bIfP us, F wil pAs H tFm bF telIh V abQt it, if V wiS." 

    "F SAl bI glAd t NC it," SI riplFd. 

    "wuns," bIgAn H lIdD, "wI wX a frI pIpal, livIh NApalI in H grEt 
fPist, flFIh frum trI t trI, ItIh nuts n frMt, n dMIh Just Az wI plIzd 
wiTQt kYlIh enIbadI mAstD.  pDNAps sum v us wX rAHD tM fUl v miscif 
At tFmz, flFIh dQn t pUl H tElz v H Animalz HAt NAd nO wIhz, cEsIh 
bXdz, n TrOIh nuts At H pIpal NM wYkt in H fPist.  but wI wX kxlis n 
NApI n fUl v fun, n enJqd evrI minat v H dE. His wuz menI jCz agO, 
loh bIfP oz kEm Qt v H klQdz t rMl OvD His lAnd. ·

    "Hx livd NC Hen, awE At H nPT, a bVtifal prinses, NM wuz YlsO a 
pQDfal sPsDis.  Yl NX mAJik wuz Vzd t Nelp H pIpal, n SI wuz nevD 
nOn t NXt enIwun NM wuz gUd. NX nEm wuz gEalet, n SI livd in a·  
NAnsam pAlis bilt frum grEt bloks v rMbI.  evrIwun luvd NX, but NX 
grEtist sRO wuz HAt SI kUd fFnd nO wun t luv in ritXn, sins Yl H men 
wX muc tM stMpid n uglI t mEt wiT wun sO bVtifal n wFz.  At lAst, 
NQevD, SI fQnd a bq NM wuz NAnsam n mAnlI n wFz bIYnd Niz jCz. 
gEalet mEd up NX mFnd HAt Nwen NI grM t bI a mAn SI wUd mEk Nim·  
NX Nuzbind, sO SI tUk Nim t NX rMbI pAlis n Vzd Yl NX mAJik pQDz t mEk 
Nim Az strYh n gUd n luvlI Az enI wUman kUd wiS. Nwen NI grM t 
mAnNUd, kelola, Az NI wuz kYld, wuz sed t bI H best n wFzist mAn in·  
Yl H lAnd, NwFl Niz mAnlI bVtI wuz sO grEt HAt gEalet luvd Nim dClI,·  
n NEsind t mEk evrITIh redI fP H wedIh. 

    "mF grAndfoHD wuz At HAt tFm H kIh v H wIhid muhkIz Nwic livd in 
H fPist nC gEalet's pAlis, n H Old felO luvd a JOk betD Hen a gUd·  
dinD.  wun dE, Just bIfP H wedIh, mF grAndfoHD wuz flFIh Qt wiT Niz 
bAnd Nwen NI sY kelola wYkIh bIsFd H rivD.  NI wuz drest in a ric·  
kostVm v pIhk silk n pXpal velvit, n mF grAndfoHD TYt NI wUd sI Nwut 
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NI kUd dM. At Niz wXd H bAnd flM dQn n sIzd kelola, kxId Nim in Hx·  
Rmz antil HE wX OvD H midal v H rivD, n Hen dropt Nim intM H wYtD. 

    "`swim Qt, mF fFn felO,' krFd mF grAndfoHD, `n sI if H wYtD NAz 
spotid jP klOHz.'  kelola wuz muc tM wFz not t swim, n NI wuz not in·  
H lIst spqld bF Yl Niz gUd fPcMn.  NI lAft, Nwen NI kEm t H top v H 
wYtD, n swAm in t SP.  but Nwen gEalet kEm runIh Qt t Nim SI fQnd·  
Niz silks n velvit Yl rMind bF H rivD. 

    "H prinses wuz AhgrI, n SI nM, v kRs, NM did it. SI NAd Yl H wIhid 
muhkIz brYt bIfP NX, n SI sed At fXst HAt Hx wIhz SUd bI tFd n HE 
SUd bI trItid Az HE NAd trItid kelola, n dropt in H rivD.  but mF·  
grAndfoHD plIdid NRd, fP NI nM H muhkIz wUd drQn in H rivD wiT Hx 
wIhz tFd, n kelola sed a kFnd wXd fP Hem YlsO; sO HAt gEalet· ·  
fFnalI spxd Hem, on kandiSan HAt H wIhid muhkIz SUd evD AftD dM TrI 
tFmz H bidIh v H OnD v H gOldin kAp.  His kAp NAd bin mEd fP a wedIh 
presint t kelola, n it iz sed t NAv kost H prinses NAf NX kIhdam.  v·  
kRs mF grAndfoHD n Yl H uHD muhkIz At wuns agrId t H kandiSan, n 
HAt iz NQ it NApinz HAt wI R TrI tFmz H slEvz v H OnD v H gOldin kAp, 
NMsOevD NI mE bI." 

    "n Nwut bIkEm v Hem?" Askt dPTI, NM NAd bin grEtlI intristid in H·  
stPI. 

    " kelola bIIh H fXst OnD v H gOldin kAp," riplFd H muhkI, "NI wuz·  
H fXst t lE Niz wiSiz apon us.  Az Niz brFd kUd not bx H sFt v us, NI 
kYld us Yl t Nim in H fPist AftD NI NAd mxId NX n PdDd us YlwIz t kIp 
Nwx SI kUd nevD agen set Fz on a wIhid muhkI, Nwic wI wX glAd t dM, 
fP wI wX Yl afrEd v NX. 

    "His wuz Yl wI evD NAd t dM antil H gOldin kAp fel intM H NAndz v 
H wikid wic v H west, NM mEd us enslEv H wInkIz, n AftDwDd drFv oz·  
Nimself Qt v H lAnd v H west.  nQ H gOldin kAp iz jPz, n TrI tFmz V 
NAv H rFt t lE jP wiSiz apon us." 

    Az H muhkI kIh finiSt Niz stPI dPTI lUkt dQn n sY H grIn, SFnIh·  
wYlz v H emDald sitI bIfP Hem. SI wundDd At H rApid flFt v H muhkIz, 
but wuz glAd H JXnI wuz OvD.  H strEnJ krIcDz set H trAvalDz dQn 
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kxfalI bIfP H gEt v H sitI, H kIh bQd lO t dPTI, n Hen flM swiftlI·  
awE, folOd bF Yl Niz bAnd. 

    "HAt wuz a gUd rFd," sed H lital gXl. 

    "jes, n a kwik wE Qt v QD trubalz," riplFd H lFan. "NQ lukI it wuz 
V brYt awE HAt wundDfal kAp!" 
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              15.  H diskuvDI v oz, H txibal ·

    H fP trAvalDz wYkt up t H grEt gEt v emDald sitI n rAh H bel. 
AftD rIhIh sevDal tFmz, it wuz Opind bF H sEm gRdWn v H gEts HE NAd 
met bIfP. 

    "Nwut! R V bAk agen?" NI Askt, in sDprFz. 

    "dM V not sI us?" AnsDd H skxkrO. 

    "but F TYt V NAd gYn t vizit H wikid wic v H west." 

    "wI did vizit NX," sed H skxkrO. 

    "n SI let V gO agen?" Askt H mAn, in wundD. 

    "SI kUd not Nelp it, fP SI iz meltid," iksplEnd H skxkrO. 

    "meltid!  wel, HAt iz gUd nMz, indId," sed H mAn. "NM meltid NX?" 

    "it wuz dPTI," sed H lFan grEvlI. ·

    "gUd grESas!" iksklEmd H mAn, n NI bQd vxI lO indId bIfP NX. 

    Hen NI led Hem intM Niz lital rMm n lokt H spektakalz frum H 
grEt boks on Yl Hx Fz, Just Az NI NAd dun bIfP. AftDwDd HE pAst on 
TrM H gEt intM H emDald sitI. Nwen H pIpal NXd frum H gRdWn v H 
gEts HAt dPTI NAd meltid H wikid wic v H west, HE Yl gAHDd arQnd H·  
trAvalDz n folOd Hem in a grEt krQd t H pAlis v oz. ·

    H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz wuz stil on gRd bIfP H dP, but NI let 
Hem in At wuns, n HE wX agen met bF H bVtifal grIn gXl, NM SOd Ic v 
Hem t Hx Old rMmz At wuns, sO HE mFt rest antil H grEt oz wuz redI·  
t risIv Hem. 

    H sOlJD NAd H nMz kxId strEt t oz HAt dPTI n H uHD· ·  
trAvalDz NAd kum bAk agen, AftD distrqIh H wikid wic; but oz mEd nO·  
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riplF.  HE TYt H grEt wizDd wUd send fP Hem At wuns, but NI did not. 
HE NAd nO wXd frum Nim H nekst dE, nP H nekst, nP H nekst.  H wEtIh 
wuz tFDsam n wxIh, n At lAst HE grM vekst HAt oz SUd trIt Hem in·  
sO pUr a fASan, AftD sendIh Hem t undDgO NRdSips n slEvDI.  sO H 
skxkrO At lAst Askt H grIn gXl t tEk anuHD mesiJ t oz, sEIh if NI did·  
not let Hem in t sI Nim At wuns HE wUd kYl H wIhid muhkIz t Nelp Hem, 
n fFnd Qt NweHD NI kept Niz promisiz P not. Nwen H wizDd wuz givin His 
mesiJ NI wuz sO frFtind HAt NI sent wXd fP Hem t kum t H TrOn rMm 
At fP minats AftD nFn O'klok H nekst mPnIh.  NI NAd wuns met H 
wIhid muhkIz in H lAnd v H west, n NI did not wiS t mIt Hem agen. 

    H fP trAvalDz pAst a slIplis nFt, Ic TIhkIh v H gift oz NAd·  
promist t bIstO on Nim.  dPTI fel aslIp OnlI wuns, n Hen SI drImd SI·  
wuz in kAnzas, Nwx Ant em wuz telIh NX NQ glAd SI wuz t NAv NX· ·  
lital gXl At NOm agen. 

    promptlI At nFn O'klok H nekst mPnIh H grIn-NwiskDd sOlJD kEm t 
Hem, n fP minats lEtD HE Yl went intM H TrOn rMm v H grEt oz. ·

    v kRs Ic wun v Hem ikspektid t sI H wizDd in H SEp NI NAd tEkin 
bIfP, n Yl wX grEtlI sDprFzd Nwen HE lUkt abQt n sY nO wun At Yl in 
H rMm.  HE kept klOs t H dP n klOsD t wun anuHD, fP H stilnis v H 
emptI rMm wuz mP dredfal Hen enI v H fPmz HE NAd sIn oz tEk. ·

    prezintlI HE NXd a solam vqs, HAt sImd t kum frum sumNwx nC H 
top v H grEt dOm, n it sed: 

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal.  wF dM V sIk mI?" ·

    HE lUkt agen in evrI pRt v H rMm, n Hen, sIIh nO wun, dPTI·  
Askt, "Nwx R V?" 

    "F Am evrIwx," AnsDd H vqs, "but t H Fz v koman mPtalz F Am 
invizibal.  F wil nQ sIt mFself apon mF TrOn, HAt V mE konvDs wiT 
mI."  indId, H vqs sImd Just Hen t kum strEt frum H TrOn itself; sO HE 
wYkt tPd it n stUd in a rO NwFl dPTI sed: ·

    "wI NAv kum t klEm QD promis, O oz." ·
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    "Nwut promis?" Askt oz. ·

    "V promist t send mI bAk t kAnzas Nwen H wikid wic wuz distrqd,"·  
sed H gXl. 

    "n V promist t giv mI brEnz," sed H skxkrO. 

    "n V promist t giv mI a NRt," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "n V promist t giv mI kXiJ," sed H kQDdlI lFan. 

    "iz H wikid wic rilI distrqd?" Askt H vqs, n dPTI TYt it trembald a·  
lital. 

    "jes," SI AnsDd, "F meltid NX wiT a bukit v wYtD." 

    "dC mI," sed H vqs, "NQ sudan!  wel, kum t mI tMmRO, fP F must 
NAv tFm t TIhk it OvD." 

    "V'v NAd plentI v tFm YlredI," sed H tin wUdmin AhgrilI. 

    "wI SAn't wEt a dE lYhgD," sed H skxkrO. 

    "V must kIp jP promisiz t us!" iksklEmd dPTI. ·

    H lFan TYt it mFt bI Az wel t frFtin H wizDd, sO NI gEv a lRJ, 
lQd rP, Nwic wuz sO fCs n dredfal HAt tOtO Jumpt awE frum Nim in·  
alRm n tipt OvD H skrIn HAt stUd in a kPnD.  Az it fel wiT a krAS 
HE lUkt HAt wE, n H nekst mOmint Yl v Hem wX fild wiT wundD. fP HE 
sY, stAndIh in Just H spot H skrIn NAd Nidin, a lital Old mAn, wiT a 
bYld Ned n a rIhkald fEs, NM sImd t bI Az muc sDprFzd Az HE wX.  H 
tin wUdmin, rEzIh Niz Aks, ruSt tPd H lital mAn n krFd Qt, "NM R V?" 

    "F Am oz, H grEt n txibal," sed H lital mAn, in a tremblIh vqs.·  
"but dOn't strFk mI--plIz dOn't--n F'l dM enITIh V wunt mI t." 

    QD frendz lUkt At Nim in sDprFz n dismE. 
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    "F TYt oz wuz a grEt·  
Ned," sed dPTI. ·

    "n F TYt oz wuz a luvlI·  
lEdI," sed H skxkrO. 

    "n F TYt oz wuz a txibal·  
bIst," sed H tin wUdmin. 

    "n F TYt oz wuz a bol v·  
fFD," iksklEmd H lFan. 

    "nO, V R Yl rYh," sed H 
lital mAn mIklI.  "F NAv bin 
mEkIh bilIv." 

    "mEkIh bilIv!" krFd dPTI.·  
"R V not a grEt wizDd?" 

    "NuS, mF dC," NI sed. 
"dOn't spIk sO lQd, P V wil bI 
OvDNXd--n F SUd bI rMind.  F'm 
sapOzd t bI a grEt wizDd." 

    "n Rn't V?" SI Askt. 

    "not a bit v it, mF dC; F'm Just a koman mAn." 

    "V'r mP Hen HAt," sed H skxkrO, in a grIvd tOn; "V'r a Numbag." 

    "igzAktlI sO!" diklxd H lital mAn, rubIh Niz NAndz tageHD Az if it 
plIzd Nim.  "F Am a Numbag." 

    "but His iz txibal," sed H tin wUdmin.  "NQ SAl F evD get mF NRt?" 

    "P F mF kXiJ?" Askt H lFan. 
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    "P F mF brEnz?" wEld H skxkrO, wFpIh H tIrz frum Niz Fz wiT Niz 
kOt slIv. 

    "mF dC frendz," sed oz, "F prE V not t spIk v HIz lital TIhz.·  
TIhk v mI, n H txibal trubal F'm in At bIIh fQnd Qt." 

    "duzn't enIwun els nO V'r a Numbag?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "nO wun nOz it but V fP--n mFself," riplFd oz.  "F NAv fMld·  
evrIwun sO loh HAt F TYt F SUd nevD bI fQnd Qt.  it wuz a grEt 
mistEk mF evD letIh V intM H TrOn rMm.  jMZMalI F wil not sI Ivin 
mF subJikts, n sO HE bilIv F Am sumTIh txibal." 

    "but, F dOn't undDstAnd," sed dPTI, in bIwildDment. "NQ wuz it HAt·  
V apCd t mI Az a grEt Ned?" 

    "HAt wuz wun v mF triks," AnsDd oz.  "step His wE, plIz, n F wil·  
tel V Yl abQt it." 

    NI led H wE t a smYl cEmbD in H rC v H TrOn rMm, n HE Yl 
folOd Nim.  NI pqntid t wun kPnD, in Nwic lE H grEt Ned, mEd Qt v 
menI Hiknisiz v pEpD, n wiT a kxfalI pEntid fEs. 

    "His F Nuh frum H sIlIh bF a wFD," sed oz.  "F stUd bINFnd H·  
skrIn n pUld a Tred, t mEk H Fz mMv n H mQT Opin." 

    "but NQ abQt H vqs?" SI inkwFDd. 

    "O, F Am a ventrilakwist," sed H lital mAn.  "F kAn TrO H sQnd v 
mF vqs NwxevD F wiS, sO HAt V TYt it wuz kumIh Qt v H Ned.  NC R H 
uHD TIhz F Vzd t disIv V."  NI SOd H skxkrO H dres n H mAsk NI NAd 
wPn Nwen NI sImd t bI H luvlI lEdI.  n H tin wUdmin sY HAt Niz txibal 
bIst wuz nuTIh but a lot v skinz, sOn tageHD, wiT slAts t kIp Hx sFdz 
Qt.  Az fP H bol v fFD, H fYls wizDd NAd Nuh HAt YlsO frum H sIlIh. 
it wuz rilI a bol v kotin, but Nwen ql wuz pPd apon it H bol bXnd 
fCslI. 

    "rilI," sed H skxkrO, "V Yt t bI aSEmd v jPself fP bIIh suc a 
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Numbag." 

    "F Am--F sXtinlI Am," AnsDd H lital mAn sRafUlI; "but it wuz H 
OnlI TIh F kUd dM.  sit dQn, plIz, Hx R plentI v cxz; n F wil tel V 
mF stPI." 

    sO HE sAt dQn n lisind NwFl NI tOld H folOIh tEl. 

    "F wuz bPn in OmaNy--" ·

    "wF, HAt izn't vxI fR frum kAnzas!" krFd dPTI. · ·

    "nO, but it's fRHD frum NC," NI sed, SEkIh Niz Ned At NX sAdlI. 
"Nwen F grM up F bIkEm a ventrilakwist, n At HAt F wuz vxI wel trEnd 
bF a grEt mAstD.  F kAn imitEt enI kFnd v a bXd P bIst."  NC NI mVd 
sO lFk a kitin HAt tOtO prikt up Niz Cz n lUkt evrIwx t sI Nwx SI wuz.·  
"AftD a tFm," kantinVd oz, "F tFDd v HAt, n bIkEm a balMnist." ·

    "Nwut iz HAt?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "a mAn NM gOz up in a balMn on sXkas dE, sO Az t drY a krQd v 
pIpal tageHD n get Hem t pE t sI H sXkas," NI iksplEnd. 

    "O," SI sed, "F nO." 

    "wel, wun dE F went up in a balMn n H rOps got twistid, sO HAt F 
kUdn't kum dQn agen.  it went wE up abuv H klQdz, sO fR HAt a kXint v 
x struk it n kxId it menI, menI mFlz awE.  fP a dE n a nFt F 
trAvald TrM H x, n on H mPnIh v H sekand dE F awOk n fQnd H 
balMn flOtIh OvD a strEnJ n bVtifal kuntrI. 

    "it kEm dQn grAJMalI, n F wuz not NXt a bit.  but F fQnd mFself 
in H midst v a strEnJ pIpal, NM, sIIh mI kum frum H klQdz, TYt F wuz a 
grEt wizDd.  v kRs F let Hem TIhk sO, bIkuz HE wX afrEd v mI, n 
promist t dM enITIh F wiSt Hem t. 

    "Just t amVz mFself, n kIp H gUd pIpal bizI, F PdDd Hem t bild His 
sitI, n mF pAlis; n HE did it Yl wilIhlI n wel.  Hen F TYt, Az H kuntrI 
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wuz sO grIn n bVtifal, F wUd kYl it H emDald sitI; n t mEk H nEm fit 
betD F pUt grIn spektakalz on Yl H pIpal, sO HAt evrITIh HE sY wuz 
grIn." 

    "but izn't evrITIh NC grIn?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "nO mP Hen in enI uHD sitI," riplFd oz; "but Nwen V wx grIn·  
spektakalz, wF v kRs evrITIh V sI lUks grIn t V.  H emDald sitI wuz 
bilt a grEt menI jCz agO, fP F wuz a juh mAn Nwen H balMn brYt mI 
NC, n F Am a vxI Old mAn nQ.  but mF pIpal NAv wPn grIn glAsiz on 
Hx Fz sO loh HAt mOst v Hem TIhk it rilI iz an emDald sitI, n it 
sXtinlI iz a bVtifal plEs, abQndIh in JMwalz n preSas metalz, n evrI 
gUd TIh HAt iz nIdid t mEk wun NApI.  F NAv bin gUd t H pIpal, n HE 
lFk mI; but evD sins His pAlis wuz bilt, F NAv Sut mFself up n wUd not 
sI enI v Hem. 

    "wun v mF grEtist fCz wuz H wiciz, fP NwFl F NAd nO mAJikal pQDz 
At Yl F sMn fQnd Qt HAt H wiciz wX rilI Ebal t dM wundDfal TIhz.  Hx 
wX fP v Hem in His kuntrI, n HE rMld H pIpal NM liv in H nPT n sQT 
n Ist n west.  fPcMnitlI, H wiciz v H nPT n sQT wX gUd, n F nM HE 
wUd dM mI nO NRm; but H wiciz v H Ist n west wX txiblI wikid, n NAd HE 
not TYt F wuz mP pQDfal Hen HE Hemselvz, HE wUd SUrlI NAv distrqd 
mI.  Az it wuz, F livd in dedlI fC v Hem fP menI jCz; sO V kAn imAJin 
NQ plIzd F wuz Nwen F NXd jP NQs NAd folin on H wikid wic v H Ist. 
Nwen V kEm t mI, F wuz wilIh t promis enITIh if V wUd OnlI dM awE 
wiT H uHD wic; but, nQ HAt V NAv meltid NX, F Am aSEmd t sE HAt F 
kAnt kIp mF promisiz." 

    "F TIhk V R a vxI bAd mAn," sed dPTI. ·

    "O, nO, mF dC; F'm rilI a vxI gUd mAn, but F'm a vxI bAd wizDd, F 
must admit." 

    "kAn't V giv mI brEnz?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "V dOn't nId Hem.  V R lXnIh sumTIh evrI dE. a bEbI NAz brEnz, 
but it duzn't nO muc.  ikspCWns iz H OnlI TIh HAt brIhz noliJ, n H 
lYhgD V R on XT H mP ikspCWns V R SUr t get." 
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    "HAt mE Yl bI trM," sed H skxkrO, "but F SAl bI vxI anNApI anles 
V giv mI brEnz." 

    H fYls wizDd lUkt At Nim kxfalI. 

    "wel," NI sed wiT a sF, "F'm not muc v a maJiSan, Az F sed; but if 
V wil kum t mI tMmRO mPnIh, F wil stuf jP Ned wiT brEnz.  F kAnt 
tel V NQ t Vz Hem, NQevD; V must fFnd HAt Qt fP jPself." 

    "O, TAhk V--TAhk V!" krFd H skxkrO.  "F'l fFnd a wE t Vz Hem, 
nevD fC!" 

    "but NQ abQt mF kXiJ?" Askt H lFan AhkSaslI. 

    "V NAv plentI v kXiJ, F Am SUr," AnsDd oz.  "Yl V nId iz·  
konfidens in jPself.  Hx iz nO livIh TIh HAt iz not afrEd Nwen it fEsiz 
dEnJD.  H trM kXiJ iz in fEsIh dEnJD Nwen V R afrEd, n HAt kFnd v 
kXiJ V NAv in plentI." 

    "pDNAps F NAv, but F'm skxd Just H sEm," sed H lFan. "F SAl rilI 
bI vxI anNApI anles V giv mI H sPt v kXiJ HAt mEks wun fDget NI iz 
afrEd." 

    "vxI wel, F wil giv V HAt sPt v kXiJ tMmRO," riplFd oz. ·

    "NQ abQt mF NRt?" Askt H tin wUdmin. 

    "wF, Az fP HAt," AnsDd oz, "F TIhk V R rYh t wunt a NRt.  it·  
mEks mOst pIpal anNApI.  if V OnlI nM it, V R in luk not t NAv a 
NRt." 

    "HAt must bI a mAtD v apinjan," sed H tin wUdmin. "fP mF pRt, F 
wil bx Yl H anNApInis wiTQt a mXmD, if V wil giv mI H NRt." 

    "vxI wel," AnsDd oz mIklI.  "kum t mI tMmRO n V SAl NAv a NRt.·  
F NAv plEd wizDd fP sO menI jCz HAt F mE Az wel kantinV H pRt a 
lital lYhgD." 
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    "n nQ," sed dPTI, "NQ Am F t get bAk t kAnzas?" · ·

    "wI SAl NAv t TIhk abQt HAt," riplFd H lital mAn. "giv mI tM P TrI 
dEz t kansidD H mAtD n F'l trF t fFnd a wE t kxI V OvD H dezDt. 
in H mIntFm V SAl Yl bI trItid Az mF gests, n NwFl V liv in H pAlis 
mF pIpal wil wEt apon V n ObE jP slFtist wiS.  Hx iz OnlI wun TIh F 
Ask in ritXn fP mF Nelp--suc Az it iz.  V must kIp mF sIkrit n tel nO 
wun F Am a Numbag." 

    HE agrId t sE nuTIh v Nwut HE NAd lXnd, n went bAk t Hx rMmz in 
NF spCits.  Ivin dPTI NAd NOp HAt "H grEt n txibal Numbag," Az SI kYld·  
Nim, wUd fFnd a wE t send NX bAk t kAnzas, n if NI did SI wuz wilIh t·  
fDgiv Nim evrITIh. 
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              16.  H mAJik Rt v H grEt Numbag 

    nekst mPnIh H skxkrO sed t Niz frendz: 

    "kangrAcalEt mI.  F Am gOIh t oz t get mF brEnz At lAst. Nwen·  
F ritXn F SAl bI Az uHD men R." 

    "F NAv YlwIz lFkt V Az V wX," sed dPTI simplI. ·

    "it iz kFnd v V t lFk a skxkrO," NI riplFd.  "but SUrlI V wil TIhk 
mP v mI Nwen V NC H splendid TYts mF nM brEn iz gOIh t tXn Qt." 
Hen NI sed gUd-bF t Hem Yl in a cCfal vqs n went t H TrOn rMm, Nwx 
NI rApt apon H dP. 

    "kum in," sed oz. ·

    H skxkrO went in n fQnd H lital mAn sitIh dQn bF H windO, engEJd 
in dIp TYt. 

    "F NAv kum fP mF brEnz," rimRkt H skxkrO, a lital anIzalI. 

    "O, jes; sit dQn in HAt cx, plIz," riplFd oz.  "V must ekzkVz mI fP·  
tEkIh jP Ned Yf, but F SAl NAv t dM it in PdD t pUt jP brEnz in Hx 
propD plEs." 

    "HAt's Yl rFt," sed H skxkrO.  "V R kwFt welkam t tEk mF Ned Yf, 
Az loh Az it wil bI a betD wun Nwen V pUt it on agen." 

    sO H wizDd anfAsind Niz Ned n emptId Qt H strY. Hen NI entDd H 
bAk rMm n tUk up a meZD v brAn, Nwic NI mikst wiT a grEt menI pinz n 
nIdalz.  NAvIh SEkin Hem tageHD TXOlI, NI fild H top v H skxkrO'z Ned 
wiT H mikscD n stuft H rest v H spEs wiT strY, t NOld it in plEs. 

    Nwen NI NAd fAsind H skxkrO'z Ned on Niz bYdI agen NI sed t Nim, 
"NCAftD V wil bI a grEt mAn, fP F NAv givin V a lot v brAn-nM 
brEnz." 
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    H skxkrO wuz bOT plIzd n prQd At H fUlfilmint v Niz grEtist wiS, n 
NAvIh TAhkt oz wPmlI NI went bAk t Niz frendz. ·

    dPTI lUkt At Nim kjUrWslI.  Niz Ned wuz kwFt bulJd Qt At H top·  
wiT brEnz. 

    "NQ dM V fIl?" SI Askt. 

    "F fIl wFz indId," NI AnsDd XnistlI.  "Nwen F get Vzd t mF brEnz 
F SAl nO evrITIh." 

    "wF R HOz nIdalz n pinz stikIh Qt v jP Ned?" Askt H tin wUdmin. 

    "HAt iz prMf HAt NI iz SRp," rimRkt H lFan. 

    "wel, F must gO t oz n get mF NRt," sed H wUdmin. sO NI wYkt t H·  
TrOn rMm n nokt At H dP. 

    "kum in," kYld oz, n H wUdmin entDd n sed, "F NAv kum fP mF·  
NRt." 

    "vxI wel," AnsDd H lital mAn.  "but F SAl NAv t kut a NOl in jP 
brest, sO F kAn pUt jP NRt in H rFt plEs. F NOp it wOn't NXt V." 

    "O, nO," AnsDd H wUdmin.  "F SAl not fIl it At Yl." 

    sO oz brYt a px v tinsmiT'z SIrz n kut a smYl, skwx NOl in H left·  
sFd v H tin wUdmin'z brest. Hen, gOIh t a cest v drPz, NI tUk Qt a pritI 
NRt, mEd intFDlI v silk n stuft wiT sYdust. 

    "izn't it a bVtI?" NI Askt. 

    "it iz, indId!" riplFd H wUdmin, NM wuz grEtlI plIzd. "but iz it a kFnd 
NRt?" 

    "O, vxI!" AnsDd oz.  NI pUt H NRt in H wUdmin'z brest n Hen·  
rIplEst H skwx v tin, sodDIh it nItlI tageHD Nwx it NAd bin kut. 
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    "Hx," sed NI; "nQ V NAv a NRt HAt enI mAn mFt bI prQd v.  F'm 
sRI F NAd t pUt a pAc on jP brest, but it rilI kUdn't bI Nelpt." 

    "nevD mFnd H pAc," iksklEmd H NApI wUdmin.  "F Am vxI grEtfal t 
V, n SAl nevD fDget jP kFndnes." 

    "dOn't spIk v it," riplFd oz. ·

    Hen H tin wUdmin went bAk t Niz frendz, NM wiSt Nim evrI Jq on 
akQnt v Niz gUd fPcMn. 

    H lFan nQ wYkt t H TrOn rMm n nokt At H dP. 

    "kum in," sed oz. ·

    "F NAv kum fP mF kXiJ," anQnst H lFan, entDIh H rMm. 

    "vxI wel," AnsDd H lital mAn; "F wil get it fP V." 

    NI went t a kubDd n rIcIh up t a NF Self tUk dQn a skwx grIn 
botal, H kontents v Nwic NI pPd intM a grIn-gOld diS, bVtiflI kRvd. 
plEsIh His bIfP H kQDdlI lFan, NM snift At it Az if NI did not lFk it, H 
wizDd sed: 

    "drIhk." 

    "Nwut iz it?" Askt H lFan. 

    "wel," AnsDd oz, "if it wX insFd v V, it wUd bI kXiJ. V nO, v kRs,·  
HAt kXiJ iz YlwIz insFd wun; sO HAt His rilI kAnt bI kYld kXiJ antil V 
NAv swolOd it.  HxfP F AdvFz V t drIhk it Az sMn Az posibal." 

    H lFan NezitEtid nO lYhgD, but drAhk til H diS wuz emptI. 

    "NQ dM V fIl nQ?" Askt oz. ·

    "fUl v kXiJ," riplFd H lFan, NM went JqfalI bAk t Niz frendz t tel 
Hem v Niz gUd fPcMn. 
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    oz, left t Nimself, smFld t TIhk v Niz sakses in givIh H skxkrO n H·  
tin wUdmin n H lFan igzAktlI Nwut HE TYt HE wontid.  "NQ kAn F Nelp 
bIIh a Numbag," NI sed, "Nwen Yl HIz pIpal mEk mI dM TIhz HAt evrIbadI 
nOz kAn't bI dun?  it wuz IzI t mEk H skxkrO n H lFan n H wUdmin 
NApI, bIkuz HE imAJind F kUd dM enITIh. but it wil tEk mP Hen 
imAJinESan t kxI dPTI bAk t kAnzas, n F'm SUr F dOn't nO NQ it kAn· ·  
bI dun." 
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                17.  NQ H balMn wuz lYnct 

    fP TrI dEz dPTI NXd·  
nuTIh frum oz.  HIz wX sAd·  
dEz fP H lital gXl, YlHO NX 
frendz wX Yl kwFt NApI n 
kantentid.  H skxkrO tOld Hem 
Hx wX wundDfal TYts in Niz Ned; 
but NI wUd not sE Nwut HE wX 
bIkuz NI nM nO wun kUd 
undDstAnd Hem but Nimself. 
Nwen H tin wUdmin wYkt abQt NI 
felt Niz NRt rAtalIh arQnd in 
Niz brest; n NI tOld dPTI NI·  
NAd diskuvDd it t bI a kFndD n 
mP tendD NRt Hen H wun NI 
NAd Ond Nwen NI wuz mEd v 
fleS.  H lFan diklxd NI wuz 
afrEd v nuTIh on XT, n wUd 
glAdlI fEs an RmI P a duzin v 
H fCs kolIdaz. ·

    Hus Ic v H lital pRtI wuz 
sAtisfFd iksept dPTI, NM lYhd·  
mP Hen evD t get bAk t 
kAnzas. ·

    on H fPT dE, t NX grEt Jq, oz sent fP NX, n Nwen SI entDd H·  
TrOn rMm NI grItid NX plezintlI: 

    "sit dQn, mF dC; F TIhk F NAv fQnd H wE t get V Qt v His kuntrI." 

    "n bAk t kAnzas?" SI Askt IgDlI. ·

    "wel, F'm not SUr abQt kAnzas," sed oz, "fP F NAvn't H fEntist· ·  
nOSan Nwic wE it lFz.  but H fXst TIh t dM iz t krYs H dezDt, n Hen it 
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SUd bI IzI t fFnd jP wE NOm." 

    "NQ kAn F krYs H dezDt?" SI inkwFDd. 

    "wel, F'l tel V Nwut F TIhk," sed H lital mAn. "V sI, Nwen F kEm 
t His kuntrI it wuz in a balMn.  V YlsO kEm TrM H x, bIIh kxId bF a 
sFklOn.  sO F bilIv H best wE t get akros H dezDt wil bI TrM H x. nQ, 
it iz kwFt bIYnd mF pQDz t mEk a sFklOn; but F'v bin TIhkIh H mAtD 
OvD, n F bilIv F kAn mEk a balMn." 

    "NQ?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "a balMn," sed oz, "iz mEd v silk, Nwic iz kOtid wiT glM t kIp H gAs·  
in it.  F NAv plentI v silk in H pAlis, sO it wil bI nO trubal t mEk H 
balMn.  but in Yl His kuntrI Hx iz nO gAs t fil H balMn wiT, t mEk it 
flOt." 

    "if it wOn't flOt," rimRkt dPTI, "it wil bI v nO Vs t us." ·

    "trM," AnsDd oz.  "but Hx iz anuHD wE t mEk it flOt, Nwic iz t fil·  
it wiT Not x.  Not x izn't Az gUd Az gAs, fP if H x SUd get kOld H 
balMn wUd kum dQn in H dezDt, n wI SUd bI lYst." 

    "wI!" iksklEmd H gXl.  "R V gOIh wiT mI?" 

    "jes, v kRs," riplFd oz.  "F Am tFDd v bIIh suc a Numbag. if F SUd·  
gO Qt v His pAlis mF pIpal wUd sMn diskuvD F Am not a wizDd, n Hen 
HE wUd bI vekst wiT mI fP NAvIh disIvd Hem. sO F NAv t stE Sut up in 
HIz rMmz Yl dE, n it gets tFDsam. F'd muc rAHD gO bAk t kAnzas wiT·  
V n bI in a sXkas agen." 

    "F SAl bI glAd t NAv jP kumpinI," sed dPTI. ·

    "TAhk V," NI AnsDd.  "nQ, if V wil Nelp mI sO H silk tageHD, wI wil 
bIgin t wXk on QD balMn." 

    sO dPTI tUk a nIdal n Tred, n Az fAst Az oz kut H strips v silk· ·  
intM propD SEp H gXl sOd Hem nItlI tageHD. fXst Hx wuz a strip v lFt 
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grIn silk, Hen a strip v dRk grIn n Hen a strip v emDald grIn; fP oz·  
NAd a fAnsI t mEk H balMn in difDint SEdz v H kulD abQt Hem.  it tUk 
TrI dEz t sO Yl H strips tageHD, but Nwen it wuz finiSt HE NAd a big 
bAg v grIn silk mP Hen twentI fIt loh. 

    Hen oz pEntid it on H insFd wiT a kOt v Tin glM, t mEk it xtFt,·  
AftD Nwic NI anQnst HAt H balMn wuz redI. 

    "but wI must NAv a bAskit t rFd in," NI sed.  sO NI sent H sOlJD 
wiT H grIn NwiskDz fP a big klOHz bAskit, Nwic NI fAsind wiT menI rOps t 
H botam v H balMn. 

    Nwen it wuz Yl redI, oz sent wXd t Niz pIpal HAt NI wuz gOIh t·  
mEk a vizit t a grEt bruHD wizDd NM livd in H klQdz. H nMz spred 
rApidlI TrMQt H sitI n evrIwun kEm t sI H wundDfal sFt. 

    oz PdDd H balMn kxId Qt in frunt v H pAlis, n H pIpal gEzd·  
apon it wiT muc kjUrIositI.  H tin wUdmin NAd copt a big pFl v wUd, n 
nQ NI mEd a fFD v it, n oz Neld H botam v H balMn OvD H fFD sO·  
HAt H Not x HAt arOz frum it wUd bI kYt in H silkin bAg. grAJMalI H 
balMn sweld Qt n rOz intM H x, antil fFnalI H bAskit Just tuct H 
grQnd. 

    Hen oz got intM H bAskit n sed t Yl H pIpal in a lQd vqs: ·

    "F Am nQ gOIh awE t mEk a vizit.  NwFl F Am gYn H skxkrO wil rMl 
OvD V.  F kamAnd V t ObE Nim Az V wUd mI." 

    H balMn wuz bF His tFm tugIh NRd At H rOp HAt Neld it t H grQnd, 
fP H x wiTin it wuz Not, n His mEd it sO muc lFtD in wEt Hen H x 
wiTQt HAt it pUld NRd t rFz intM H skF. 

    "kum, dPTI!" krFd H wizDd.  "NXI up, P H balMn wil flF awE." ·

    "F kAn't fFnd tOtO enIwx," riplFd dPTI, NM did not wiS t lIv NX· ·  
lital dYg bINFnd.  tOtO NAd run intM H krQd t bRk At a kitin, n dPTI· ·  
At lAst fQnd Nim.  SI pikt Nim up n rAn tPdz H balMn. 
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    SI wuz wiTin a fV steps v it, n oz wuz NOldIh Qt Niz NAndz t Nelp·  
NX intM H bAskit, Nwen, krAk! went H rOps, n H balMn rOz intM H x 
wiTQt NX. 

    "kum bAk!" SI skrImd.  "F wunt t gO, tM!" 

    "F kAn't kum bAk, mF dC," kYld oz frum H bAskit. "gUd-bF!" ·

    "gUd-bF!" SQtid evrIwun, n Yl Fz wX tXnd upwDd t Nwx H wizDd wuz 
rFdIh in H bAskit, rFzIh evrI mOmint fRHD n fRHD intM H skF. 

    n HAt wuz H lAst enI v Hem evD sY v oz, H wundDfal wizDd, HO·  
NI mE NAv rIct OmaNy sEflI, n bI Hx nQ, fP Yl wI nO.  but H pIpal·  
rimembDd Nim luvIhlI, n sed t wun anuHD: 

    " oz wuz YlwIz QD frend.  Nwen NI wuz NC NI bilt fP us His·  
bVtifal emDald sitI, n nQ NI iz gYn NI NAz left H wFz skxkrO t rMl 
OvD us." 

    stil, fP menI dEz HE grIvd OvD H lYs v H wundDfal wizDd, n wUd 
not bI kumfDtid. 
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                     18.  awE t H sQT 

    dPTI wept bitDlI At H·  
pAsIh v NX NOp t get NOm t 
kAnzas agen; but Nwen SI TYt·  
it Yl OvD SI wuz glAd SI NAd 
not gYn up in a balMn.  n SI 
YlsO felt sRI At lMzIh oz, n·  
sO did NX kampAnjanz. 

    H tin wUdmin kEm t NX n 
sed: 

    "trMlI F SUd bI angrEtfal 
if F fEld t mPn fP H mAn NM 
gEv mI mF luvlI NRt.  F SUd 
lFk t krF a lital bIkuz oz iz·  
gYn, if V wil kFndlI wFp awE mF 
tIrz, sO HAt F SAl not rust." 

    "wiT pleZD," SI AnsDd, n 
brYt a tQl At wuns. Hen H tin 
wUdmin wept fP sevDal minats, 
n SI woct H tIrz kxfalI n wFpt 
Hem awE wiT H tQl.  Nwen NI 
NAd finiSt, NI TAhkt NX kFndlI n 
qld Nimself TXOlI wiT Niz JMwald ql-kAn, t gRd agenst misNAp. 

    H skxkrO wuz nQ H rMlD v H emDald sitI, n YlHO NI wuz not a 
wizDd H pIpal wX prQd v Nim. "fP," HE sed, "Hx iz not anuHD sitI in Yl 
H wXld HAt iz rMld bF a stuft mAn."  n, sO fR Az HE nM, HE wX kwFt 
rFt. 

    H mPnIh AftD H balMn NAd gYn up wiT oz, H fP trAvalDz met in·  
H TrOn rMm n tYkt mAtDz OvD. H skxkrO sAt in H big TrOn n H uHDz 
stUd rispektfalI bIfP Nim. 
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    "wI R not sO anlukI," sed H nM rMlD, "fP His pAlis n H emDald 
sitI bilYh t us, n wI kAn dM Just Az wI plIz. Nwen F rimembD HAt a 
SPt tFm agO F wuz up on a pOl in a fRmD'z kPnfIld, n HAt nQ F Am 
H rMlD v His bVtifal sitI, F Am kwFt sAtisfFd wiT mF lot." 

    "F YlsO," sed H tin wUdmin, "Am wel-plIzd wiT mF nM NRt; n, rilI, 
HAt wuz H OnlI TIh F wiSt in Yl H wXld." 

    "fP mF pRt, F Am kontent in nOIh F Am Az brEv Az enI bIst HAt 
evD livd, if not brEvD," sed H lFan modistlI. 

    "if dPTI wUd OnlI bI kantentid t liv in H emDald sitI," kantinVd·  
H skxkrO, "wI mFt Yl bI NApI tageHD." 

    "but F dOn't wunt t liv NC," krFd dPTI.  "F wunt t gO t kAnzas,· ·  
n liv wiT Ant em n uhkal NenrI." · ·

    "wel, Hen, Nwut kAn bI dun?" inkwFDd H wUdmin. 

    H skxkrO dIsFdid t TIhk, n NI TYt sO NRd HAt H pinz n nIdalz 
bIgAn t stik Qt v Niz brEnz.  fFnalI NI sed: 

    "wF not kYl H wIhid muhkIz, n Ask Hem t kxI V OvD H dezDt?" 

    "F nevD TYt v HAt!" sed dPTI JqfalI.  "it's Just H TIh.  F'l gO At·  
wuns fP H gOldin kAp." 

    Nwen SI brYt it intM H TrOn rMm SI spOk H mAJik wXdz, n sMn H 
bAnd v wIhid muhkIz flM in TrM H Opin windO n stUd bIsFd NX. 

    "His iz H sekand tFm V NAv kYld us," sed H muhkI kIh, bQIh bIfP H 
lital gXl.  "Nwut dM V wiS?" 

    "F wunt V t flF wiT mI t kAnzas," sed dPTI. · ·

    but H muhkI kIh SUk Niz Ned. 
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    "HAt kAnt bI dun," NI sed.  "wI bilYh t His kuntrI alOn, n kAnt lIv 
it.  Hx NAz nevD bin a wIhid muhkI in kAnzas jet, n F sapOz Hx nevD·  
wil bI, fP HE dOn't bilYh Hx.  wI SAl bI glAd t sXv V in enI wE in QD 
pQD, but wI kAnt krYs H dezDt. gUd-bF." 

    n wiT anuHD bQ, H muhkI kIh spred Niz wIhz n flM awE TrM H windO, 
folOd bF Yl Niz bAnd. 

    dPTI wuz redI t krF wiT disapqntmint.  "F NAv wEstid H cRm v H·  
gOldin kAp t nO pXpas," SI sed, "fP H wIhid muhkIz kAnt Nelp mI." 

    "it iz sXtinlI tM bAd!" sed H tendD-NRtid wUdmin. 

    H skxkrO wuz TIhkIh agen, n Niz Ned bulJd Qt sO NPiblI HAt dPTI·  
fCd it wUd bXst. 

    "let us kYl in H sOlJD wiT H grIn NwiskDz," NI sed, "n Ask Niz 
AdvFs." 

    sO H sOlJD wuz sumand n entDd H TrOn rMm timadlI, fP NwFl oz·  
wuz alFv NI nevD wuz alQd t kum fRHD Hen H dP. 

    "His lital gXl," sed H skxkrO t H sOlJD, "wiSiz t krYs H dezDt.  NQ 
kAn SI dM sO?" 

    "F kAnt tel," AnsDd H sOlJD, "fP nObadI NAz evD krYst H dezDt, 
anles it iz oz Nimself." ·

    "iz Hx nO wun NM kAn Nelp mI?" Askt dPTI XnistlI. ·

    " glinda mFt," NI sagJestid. ·

    "NM iz glinda?" inkwFDd H skxkrO. ·

    "H wic v H sQT.  SI iz H mOst pQDfal v Yl H wiciz, n rMlz OvD H 
kwYdlIhz.  bisFdz, NX kAsal stAndz on H eJ v H dezDt, sO SI mE nO a·  
wE t krYs it." 
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    " glinda iz a gUd wic, izn't SI?" Askt H cFld. ·

    "H kwYdlIhz TIhk SI iz gUd," sed H sOlJD, "n SI iz kFnd t evrIwun.·  
F NAv NXd HAt glinda iz a bVtifal wUman, NM nOz NQ t kIp juh in spFt·  
v H menI jCz SI NAz livd." 

    "NQ kAn F get t NX kAsal?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "H rOd iz strEt t H sQT," NI AnsDd, "but it iz sed t bI fUl v 
dEnJDz t trAvalDz.  Hx R wFld bIsts in H wUdz, n a rEs v kwC men 
NM dM not lFk strEnJDz t krYs Hx kuntrI.  fP His rIzan nun v H 
kwYdlIhz evD kum t H emDald sitI." ·

    H sOlJD Hen left Hem n H skxkrO sed: 

    "it sImz, in spFt v dEnJDz, HAt H best TIh dPTI kAn dM iz t·  
trAval t H lAnd v H sQT n Ask glinda t Nelp NX.  fP, v kRs, if dPTI· ·  
stEz NC SI wil nevD get bAk t kAnzas." ·

    "V must NAv bin TIhkIh agen," rimRkt H tin wUdmin. 

    "F NAv," sed H skxkrO. 

    "F SAl gO wiT dPTI," diklxd H lFan, "fP F Am tFDd v jP sitI n·  
loh fP H wUdz n H kuntrI agen. F Am rilI a wFld bIst, V nO.  bisFdz, 
dPTI wil nId sumwun t pratekt NX." ·

    "HAt iz trM," agrId H wUdmin.  "mF Aks mE bI v sXvis t NX; sO F 
YlsO wil gO wiT NX t H lAnd v H sQT." 

    "Nwen SAl wI stRt?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "R V gOIh?" HE Askt, in sDprFz. 

    "sXtinlI.  if it wuzn't fP dPTI F SUd nevD NAv NAd brEnz. SI liftid·  
mI frum H pOl in H kPnfIld n brYt mI t H emDald sitI.  sO mF gUd 
luk iz Yl dM t NX, n F SAl nevD lIv NX antil SI stRts bAk t kAnzas·  
fP gUd n Yl." 
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    "TAhk V," sed dPTI grEtfalI.  "V R Yl vxI kFnd t mI.  but F SUd·  
lFk t stRt Az sMn Az posibal." 

    "wI SAl gO tMmRO mPnIh," ritXnd H skxkrO.  "sO nQ let us Yl get 
redI, fP it wil bI a loh JXnI." 
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               19.  atAkt bF H fFtIh trIz 

    H nekst mPnIh dPTI kist·  
H pritI grIn gXl gUd-bF, n HE 
Yl SUk NAndz wiT H sOlJD wiT 
H grIn NwiskDz, NM NAd wYkt wiT 
Hem Az fR Az H gEt.  Nwen H 
gRdWn v H gEt sY Hem agen 
NI wundDd grEtlI HAt HE kUd 
lIv H bVtifal sitI t get intM 
nM trubal.  but NI At wuns 
anlokt Hx spektakalz, Nwic NI 
pUt bAk intM H grIn boks, n 
gEv Hem menI gUd wiSiz t kxI 
wiT Hem. 

    "V R nQ QD rMlD," NI 
sed t H skxkrO; "sO V must 
kum bAk t us Az sMn Az 
posibal." 

    "F sXtinlI SAl if F Am 
Ebal," H skxkrO riplFd; "but F 
must Nelp dPTI t get NOm,·  
fXst." 

    Az dPTI bEd H gUd-nEcDd gRdWn a lAst fxwel SI sed: ·

    "F NAv bin vxI kFndlI trItid in jP luvlI sitI, n evrIwun NAz bin 
gUd t mI.  F kAnt tel V NQ grEtfal F Am." 

    "dOn't trF, mF dC," NI AnsDd.  "wI SUd lFk t kIp V wiT us, but if it 
iz jP wiS t ritXn t kAnzas, F NOp V wil fFnd a wE."  NI Hen Opind H·  
gEt v H QtD wYl, n HE wYkt fRT n stRtid apon Hx JXnI. 

    H sun SOn brFtlI Az QD frendz tXnd Hx fEsiz tPd H lAnd v H 
sQT.  HE wX Yl in H best v spCits, n lAft n cAtid tageHD.  dPTI wuz·  
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wuns mP fild wiT H NOp v getIh NOm, n H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin wX glAd 
t bI v Vs t NX.  Az fP H lFan, NI snift H freS x wiT dilFt n Nwiskt Niz 
tEl frum sFd t sFd in pjUr Jq At bIIh in H kuntrI agen, NwFl tOtO·  
rAn arQnd Hem n cEst H mYTs n butDflFz, bRkIh mxalI Yl H tFm. 

    "sitI lFf duz not agrI wiT mI At Yl," rimRkt H lFan, Az HE wYkt 
alYh At a brisk pEs.  "F NAv lYst muc fleS sins F livd Hx, n nQ F Am 
AhSas fP a cAns t SO H uHD bIsts NQ kDEJas F NAv grOn." 

    HE nQ tXnd n tUk a lAst lUk At H emDald sitI. Yl HE kUd sI wuz 
a mAs v tQDz n stIpalz bINFnd H grIn wYlz, n NF up abuv evrITIh H 
spFrz n dOm v H pAlis v oz. ·

    " oz wuz not suc a bAd wizDd, AftD Yl," sed H tin wUdmin, Az NI·  
felt Niz NRt rAtalIh arQnd in Niz brest. 

    "NI nM NQ t giv mI brEnz, n vxI gUd brEnz, tM," sed H skxkrO. 

    "if oz NAd tEkin a dOs v H sEm kXiJ NI gEv mI," Adid H lFan, "NI·  
wUd NAv bin a brEv mAn." 

    dPTI sed nuTIh.  oz NAd not kept H promis NI mEd NX, but NI· ·  
NAd dun Niz best, sO SI fDgEv Nim.  Az NI sed, NI wuz a gUd mAn, Ivin if 
NI wuz a bAd wizDd. 

    H fXst dE'z JXnI wuz TrM H grIn fIldz n brFt flQDz HAt strect 
abQt H emDald sitI on evrI sFd. HE slept HAt nFt on H grAs, wiT 
nuTIh but H stRz OvD Hem; n HE restid vxI wel indId. 

    in H mPnIh HE trAvald on antil HE kEm t a Tik wUd. Hx wuz nO 
wE v gOIh arQnd it, fP it sImd t ikstend t H rFt n left Az fR Az HE 
kUd sI; n, bisFdz, HE did not dx cEnJ H dDekSan v Hx JXnI fP fC v 
getIh lYst. sO HE lUkt fP H plEs Nwx it wUd bI IzIist t get intM H 
fPist. 

    H skxkrO, NM wuz in H lId, fFnalI diskuvDd a big trI wiT suc wFd-
spredIh brAnciz HAt Hx wuz rMm fP H pRtI t pAs undDnIT.  sO NI wYkt 
fPwDd t H trI, but Just Az NI kEm undD H fXst brAnciz HE bent dQn 
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n twFnd arQnd Nim, n H nekst minat NI wuz rEzd frum H grQnd n fluh 
Nedloh amuh Niz felO trAvalDz. 

    His did not NXt H skxkrO, but it sDprFzd Nim, n NI lUkt rAHD dizI 
Nwen dPTI pikt Nim up. ·

    "NC iz anuHD spEs bItwIn H trIz," kYld H lFan. 

    "let mI trF it fXst," sed H skxkrO, "fP it duzn't NXt mI t get TrOn 
abQt."  NI wYkt up t anuHD trI, Az NI spOk, but its brAnciz imIdWtlI sIzd 
Nim n tYst Nim bAk agen. 

    "His iz strEnJ," iksklEmd dPTI.  "Nwut SAl wI dM?" ·

    "H trIz sIm t NAv mEd up Hx mFndz t fFt us, n stop QD JXnI," 
rimRkt H lFan. 

    "F bilIv F wil trF it mFself," sed H wUdmin, n SOldDIh Niz Aks, NI 
mRct up t H fXst trI HAt NAd NAndald H skxkrO sO ruflI.  Nwen a big 
brAnc bent dQn t sIz Nim H wUdmin copt At it sO fCslI HAt NI kut it in 
tM. At wuns H trI bIgAn SEkIh Yl its brAnciz Az if in pEn, n H tin 
wUdmin pAst sEflI undD it. 

    "kum on!" NI SQtid t H uHDz.  "bI kwik!"  HE Yl rAn fPwDd n pAst 
undD H trI wiTQt inJDI, iksept tOtO, NM wuz kYt bF a smYl brAnc n·  
SEkin antil NI NQld. but H wUdmin promptlI copt Yf H brAnc n set H 
lital dYg frI. 

    H uHD trIz v H fPist did nuTIh t kIp Hem bAk, sO HE mEd up Hx 
mFndz HAt OnlI H fXst rO v trIz kUd bend dQn Hx brAnciz, n HAt 
probablI HIz wX H palIsmin v H fPist, n givin His wundDfal pQD in PdD 
t kIp strEnJDz Qt v it. 

    H fP trAvalDz wYkt wiT Iz TrM H trIz antil HE kEm t H fRHD eJ 
v H wUd.  Hen, t Hx sDprFz, HE fQnd bIfP Hem a NF wYl Nwic sImd t bI 
mEd v NwFt cFna. it wuz smMH, lFk H sXfis v a diS, n NFD Hen Hx·  
Nedz. 
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    "Nwut SAl wI dM nQ?" Askt dPTI. ·

    "F wil mEk a lAdD," sed H tin wUdmin, "fP wI sXtinlI must klFm 
OvD H wYl." 
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                  20.  H dEntI cFna kuntrI ·

    NwFl H wUdmin wuz 
mEkIh a lAdD frum wUd 
Nwic NI fQnd in H fPist 
dPTI lE dQn n slept, fP·  
SI wuz tFDd bF H loh 
wYk.  H lFan YlsO kXld 
Nimself up t slIp n tOtO·  
lE bIsFd Nim. 

    H skxkrO woct H 
wUdmin NwFl NI wXkt, n 
sed t Nim: 

    "F kAnt TIhk wF His 
wYl iz NC, nP Nwut it iz 
mEd v." 

    "rest jP brEnz n dM 
not wXI abQt H wYl," 
riplFd H wUdmin. "Nwen wI 
NAv klFmd OvD it, wI SAl 
nO Nwut iz on H uHD 
sFd." 

    AftD a tFm H lAdD 
wuz finiSt.  it lUkt klumzI, but H tin wUdmin wuz SUr it wuz strYh n wUd 
AnsD Hx pXpas. H skxkrO wEkt dPTI n H lFan n tOtO, n tOld Hem· ·  
HAt H lAdD wuz redI.  H skxkrO klFmd up H lAdD fXst, but NI wuz sO 
YkwDd HAt dPTI NAd t folO klOs bINFnd n kIp Nim frum folIh Yf.·  
Nwen NI got Niz Ned OvD H top v H wYl H skxkrO sed, "O, mF!" 

    "gO on," iksklEmd dPTI. ·

    sO H skxkrO klFmd fRHD up n sAt dQn on H top v H wYl, n dPTI·  
pUt NX Ned OvD n krFd, "O, mF!" Just Az H skxkrO NAd dun. 
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    Hen tOtO kEm up, n imIdWtlI bIgAn t bRk, but dPTI mEd Nim bI· ·  
stil. 

    H lFan klFmd H lAdD nekst, n H tin wUdmin kEm lAst; but bOT v 
Hem krFd, "O, mF!" Az sMn Az HE lUkt OvD H wYl.  Nwen HE wX Yl sitIh 
in a rO on H top v H wYl, HE lUkt dQn n sY a strEnJ sFt. 

    bIfP Hem wuz a grEt strec v kuntrI NAvIh a flP Az smMH n SFnIh 
n NwFt Az H botam v a big plAtD. skAtDd arQnd wX menI NQsiz mEd 
intFDlI v cFna n pEntid in H brFtist kulDz.  HIz NQsiz wX kwFt smYl,·  
H bigist v Hem rIcIh OnlI Az NF Az dPTI'z wEst. Hx wX YlsO pritI lital·  
bRnz, wiT cFna fensiz arQnd Hem; n menI kQz n SIp n NPsiz n pigz n·  
cikinz, Yl mEd v cFna, wX stAndIh abQt in grMps. ·

    but H strEnJist v Yl wX H pIpal NM livd in His kwC kuntrI.  Hx wX 
milkmEdz n SepDdisis, wiT brFtlI kulDd bYdikiz n gOldin spots Yl OvD Hx 
gQnz; n prinsesiz wiT mOst gPJas froks v silvD n gOld n pXpal; n 
SepDdz drest in nI brIciz wiT pIhk n jelO n blM strFps dQn Hem, n 
gOldin bukalz on Hx SMz; n prinsiz wiT JMwald krQnz apon Hx Nedz, wxIh 
XmFn rObz n sAtin dublits; n funI klQnz in rufald gQnz, wiT rQnd red 
spots apon Hx cIks n tYl, pqntid kAps. n, strEnJist v Yl, HIz pIpal wX 
Yl mEd v cFna, Ivin t Hx klOHz, n wX sO smYl HAt H tYlist v Hem wuz·  
nO NFD Hen dPTI'z nI. ·

    nO wun did sO muc Az lUk At H trAvalDz At fXst, iksept wun lital 
pXpal cFna dYg wiT an ekstra-lRJ Ned, Nwic kEm t H wYl n bRkt At·  
Hem in a tFnI vqs, AftDwDdz runIh awE agen. 

    "NQ SAl wI get dQn?" Askt dPTI. ·

    HE fQnd H lAdD sO NevI HE kUd not pUl it up, sO H skxkrO fel Yf 
H wYl n H uHDz Jumpt dQn apon Nim sO HAt H NRd flP wUd not NXt 
Hx fIt.  v kRs HE tUk pEnz not t lFt on Niz Ned n get H pinz in Hx 
fIt. Nwen Yl wX sEflI dQn HE pikt up H skxkrO, NMz bYdI wuz kwFt 
flAtind Qt, n pAtid Niz strY intM SEp agen. 

    "wI must krYs His strEnJ plEs in PdD t get t H uHD sFd," sed 
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dPTI, "fP it wUd bI anwFz fP us t gO enI uHD wE iksept dM sQT." ·

    HE bIgAn wYkIh TrM H kuntrI v H cFna pIpal, n H fXst TIh HE·  
kEm t wuz a cFna milkmEd milkIh a cFna kQ.  Az HE drM nC, H kQ· ·  
sudanlI gEv a kik n kikt OvD H stMl, H pEl, n Ivin H milkmEd NDself, n 
Yl fel on H cFna grQnd wiT a grEt klAtD. ·

    dPTI wuz Sokt t sI HAt H kQ NAd brOkin NX leg Yf, n HAt H pEl·  
wuz lFIh in sevDal smYl pIsiz, NwFl H pUr milkmEd NAd a nik in NX left 
elbO. 

    "Hx!" krFd H milkmEd AhgrilI.  "sI Nwut V NAv dun! mF kQ NAz brOkin 
NX leg, n F must tEk NX t H mendD'z Sop n NAv it glMd on agen. 
Nwut dM V mIn bF kumIh NC n frFtinIh mF kQ?" 

    "F'm vxI sRI," ritXnd dPTI.  "plIz fDgiv us." ·

    but H pritI milkmEd wuz muc tM vekst t mEk enI AnsD. SI pikt up H 
leg sulkalI n led NX kQ awE, H pUr Animal limpIh on TrI lEgz.  Az SI 
left Hem H milkmEd kAst menI riprOcfUl glAnsiz OvD NX SOldD At H 
klumzI strEnJDz, NOldIh NX nikt elbO klOs t NX sFd. 

    dPTI wuz kwFt grIvd At His misNAp. ·

    "wI must bI vxI kxfal NC," sed H kFnd-NRtid wUdmin, "P wI mE NXt 
HIz pritI lital pIpal sO HE wil nevD get OvD it." 

    a lital fRHD on dPTI met a mOst bVtiflI drest juh prinses, NM·  
stopt SPt Az SI sY H strEnJDz n stRtid t run awE. 

    dPTI wontid t sI mP v H prinses, sO SI rAn AftD NX. but H·  
cFna gXl krFd Qt: ·

    "dOn't cEs mI!  dOn't cEs mI!" 

    SI NAd suc a frFtind lital vqs HAt dPTI stopt n sed, "wF not?" ·

    "bIkuz," AnsDd H prinses, YlsO stopIh, a sEf distans awE, "if F run 
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F mE fYl dQn n brEk mFself." 

    "but kUd V not bI mendid?" Askt H gXl. 

    "O, jes; but wun iz nevD sO pritI AftD bIIh mendid, V nO," riplFd H 
prinses. 

    "F sapOz not," sed dPTI. ·

    "nQ Hx iz mistD. JOkD, wun v QD klQnz," kantinVd H cFna lEdI,·  
"NM iz YlwIz trFIh t stAnd apon Niz Ned.  NI NAz brOkin Nimself sO Yfin 
HAt NI iz mendid in a Nundrid plEsiz, n duzn't lUk At Yl pritI.  NC NI 
kumz nQ, sO V kAn sI fP jPself." 

    indId, a JolI lital klQn kEm wYkIh tPd Hem, n dPTI kUd sI HAt in·  
spFt v Niz pritI klOHz v red n jelO n grIn NI wuz kamplItlI kuvDd wiT 
krAks, runIh evrI Nwic wE n SOIh plEnlI HAt NI NAd bin mendid in menI 
plEsiz. 

    H klQn pUt Niz NAndz in Niz pokits, n AftD pufIh Qt Niz cIks n 
nodIh Niz Ned At Hem sYsilI, NI sed: 

    "mF lEdI fx, wF dM V stx At pUr Old mistD JOkD? V'r kwFt Az stif 
n prim Az if V'd Itin up a pOkD!" 

    "bI kwFit, sX!" sed H prinses.  "kAn't V sI HIz R strEnJDz, n SUd bI 
trItid wiT rispekt?" 

    "wel, HAt's rispekt, F ikspekt," diklxd H klQn, n imIdWtlI stUd apon 
Niz Ned. 

    "dOn't mFnd mistD. JOkD," sed H prinses t dPTI.  "NI iz·  
kansidDablI krAkt in Niz Ned, n HAt mEks Nim fMliS." 

    "O, F dOn't mFnd Nim a bit," sed dPTI.  "but V R sO bVtifal," SI·  
kantinVd, "HAt F Am SUr F kUd luv V dClI. wOn't V let mI kxI V bAk 
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t kAnzas, n stAnd V on Ant em'z mAntal?  F kUd kxI V in mF· ·  
bAskit." 

    "HAt wUd mEk mI vxI anNApI," AnsDd H cFna prinses. "V sI, NC in·  
QD kuntrI wI liv kantentidlI, n kAn tYk n mMv arQnd Az wI plIz.  but 
NwenevD enI v us R tEkin awE QD Jqnts At wuns stifin, n wI kAn 
OnlI stAnd strEt n lUk pritI. v kRs HAt iz Yl HAt iz ikspektid v us Nwen 
wI R on mAntalz n kAbnits n drYIh-rMm tEbalz, but QD lFvz R muc 
plezintD NC in QD On kuntrI." 

    "F wUd not mEk V anNApI fP Yl H wXld!" iksklEmd dPTI. "sO F'l·  
Just sE gUd-bF." 

    "gUd-bF," riplFd H prinses. 

    HE wYkt kxfalI TrM H cFna kuntrI.  H lital Animalz n Yl H·  
pIpal skAmpDd Qt v Hx wE, fCIh H strEnJDz wUd brEk Hem, n AftD an 
QD P sO H trAvalDz rIct H uHD sFd v H kuntrI n kEm t anuHD 
cFna wYl. ·

    it wuz not sO NF Az H fXst, NQevD, n bF stAndIh apon H lFan'z 
bAk HE Yl mAniJd t skrAmbal t H top.  Hen H lFan gAHDd Niz lEgz 
undD Nim n Jumpt on H wYl; but Just Az NI Jumpt, NI upset a cFna·  
cXc wiT Niz tEl n smASt it Yl t pIsiz. 

    "HAt wuz tM bAd," sed dPTI, "but rilI F TIhk wI wX lukI in not·  
dMIh HIz lital pIpal mP NRm Hen brEkIh a kQ'z leg n a cXc.  HE R Yl 
sO brital!" 

    "HE R, indId," sed H skxkrO, "n F Am TAhkfal F Am mEd v strY n 
kAnt bI IzilI dAmiJd.  Hx R wXs TIhz in H wXld Hen bIIh a skxkrO." 
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             21.  H lFan bikumz H kIh v bIsts 

    AftD klFmIh dQn frum H cFna wYl H trAvalDz fQnd Hemselvz in·  
a disagrWbal kuntrI, fUl v bYgz n mRSiz n kuvDd wiT tYl, rAhk grAs.  it 
wuz difikalt t wYk wiTQt folIh intM mudI NOlz, fP H grAs wuz sO Tik HAt 
it Nid Hem frum sFt.  NQevD, bF kxfalI pikIh Hx wE, HE got sEflI alYh 
antil HE rIct solad grQnd.  but NC H kuntrI sImd wFldD Hen evD, n 
AftD a loh n tFDsam wYk TrM H undDbruS HE entDd anuHD fPist, 
Nwx H trIz wX bigD n OldD Hen enI HE NAd evD sIn. 

    "His fPist iz pXfiktlI dilFtfal," diklxd H lFan, lUkIh arQnd Nim wiT 
Jq.  "nevD NAv F sIn a mP bVtifal plEs." 

    "it sImz glMmI," sed H skxkrO. 

    "not a bit v it," AnsDd H lFan.  "F SUd lFk t liv NC Yl mF lFf. 
sI NQ soft H drFd lIvz R undD jP fIt n NQ ric n grIn H mos iz HAt 
klIhz t HIz Old trIz.  SUrlI nO wFld bIst kUd wiS a plezintD NOm." 

    "pDNAps Hx R wFld bIsts in H fPist nQ," sed dPTI. ·

    "F sapOz Hx R," ritXnd H lFan, "but F dM not sI enI v Hem abQt." 

    HE wYkt TrM H fPist antil it bIkEm tM dRk t gO enI fRHD.  dPTI·  
n tOtO n H lFan lE dQn t slIp, NwFl H wUdmin n H skxkrO kept woc·  
OvD Hem Az VZMal. 

    Nwen mPnIh kEm, HE stRtid agen.  bIfP HE NAd gYn fR HE NXd a 
lO rumbal, Az v H grOlIh v menI wFld Animalz. tOtO NwimpDd a lital,·  
but nun v H uHDz wuz frFtind, n HE kept alYh H wel-trodin pAT antil 
HE kEm t an OpinIh in H wUd, in Nwic wX gAHDd Nundridz v bIsts v evrI 
vDFitI.  Hx wX tFgDz n elafints n bxz n wUlvz n foksiz n Yl H uHDz 
in H nAcDal NistDI, n fP a mOmint dPTI wuz afrEd.  but H lFan·  
iksplEnd HAt H Animalz wX NOldIh a mItIh, n NI JuJd bF Hx snRlIh n 
grOlIh HAt HE wX in grEt trubal. 

    Az NI spOk sevDal v H bIsts kYt sFt v Nim, n At wuns H grEt 

pEJ 119



asembliJ NuSt Az if bF mAJik.  H bigist v H tFgDz kEm up t H lFan n 
bQd, sEIh: 

    "welkam, O kIh v bIsts!  V NAv kum in gUd tFm t fFt QD enimI n 
brIh pIs t Yl H Animalz v H fPist wuns mP." 

    "Nwut iz jP trubal?" Askt H lFan kwFitlI. 

    "wI R Yl Tretind," AnsDd H tFgD, "bF a fCs enimI Nwic NAz lEtlI 
kum intM His fPist.  it iz a mOst trimendas monstD, lFk a grEt spFdD, 
wiT a bYdI Az big Az an elafint n lEgz Az loh Az a trI truhk.  it NAz 
Et v HIz loh lEgz, n Az H monstD krYlz TrM H fPist NI sIziz an Animal 
wiT a leg n drAgz it t Niz mQT, Nwx NI Its it Az a spFdD duz a flF. 
not wun v us iz sEf NwFl His fCs krIcD iz alFv, n wI NAd kYld a mItIh 
t disFd NQ t tEk kx v QDselvz Nwen V kEm amuh us." 

    H lFan TYt fP a mOmint. 

    "R Hx enI uHD lFanz in His fPist?" NI Askt. 

    "nO; Hx wX sum, but H monstD NAz Itin Hem Yl.  n, bisFdz, HE wX 
nun v Hem nClI sO lRJ n brEv Az V." 

    "if F pUt an end t jP enimI, wil V bQ dQn t mI n ObE mI Az kIh 
v H fPist?" inkwFDd H lFan. 

    "wI wil dM HAt glAdlI," ritXnd H tFgD; n Yl H uHD bIsts rPd wiT a 
mFtI rP: "wI wil!" 

    "Nwx iz His grEt spFdD v jPz nQ?" Askt H lFan. 

    "jondD, amuh H Ok trIz," sed H tFgD, pqntIh wiT Niz fPfUt. 

    "tEk gUd kx v HIz frendz v mFn," sed H lFan, "n F wil gO At wuns 
t fFt H monstD." 

    NI bEd Niz komrAdz gUd-bF n mRct prQdlI awE t dM bAtal wiT H 
enimI. 
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    H grEt spFdD wuz lFIh aslIp Nwen H lFan fQnd Nim, n it lUkt sO 
uglI HAt its fO tXnd up Niz nOz in disgust. its lEgz wX kwFt Az loh Az H 
tFgD NAd sed, n its bYdI kuvDd wiT kPs blAk Nx.  it NAd a grEt mQT, wiT 
a rO v SRp tIT a fUt loh; but its Ned wuz Jqnd t H puJI bYdI bF a 
nek Az slendD Az a wosp's wEst.  His gEv H lFan a Nint v H best wE t 
atAk H krIcD, n Az NI nM it wuz IzID t fFt it aslIp Hen awEk, NI gEv 
a grEt sprIh n lAndid dDektlI apon H monstD'z bAk.  Hen, wiT wun blO 
v Niz NevI pY, Yl Rmd wiT SRp klYz, NI nokt H spFdD'z Ned frum its bYdI. 
JumpIh dQn, NI woct it antil H loh lEgz stopt wiglIh, Nwen NI nM it wuz 
kwFt ded. 

    H lFan went bAk t H OpinIh Nwx H bIsts v H fPist wX wEtIh fP Nim 
n sed prQdlI: 

    "V nId fC jP enimI nO lYhgD." 

    Hen H bIsts bQd dQn t H lFan Az Hx kIh, n NI promist t kum bAk 
n rMl OvD Hem Az sMn Az dPTI wuz sEflI on NX wE t kAnzas. · ·
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                22.  H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz ·

    H fP trAvalDz pAst TrM H 
rest v H fPist in sEftI, n Nwen 
HE kEm Qt frum its glMm sY 
bIfP Hem a stIp Nil, kuvDd 
frum top t botam wiT grEt pIsiz 
v rok. 

    "HAt wil bI a NRd klFm," 
sed H skxkrO, "but wI must get 
OvD H Nil, nevDHales." 

    sO NI led H wE n H uHDz 
folOd.  HE NAd nClI rIct H 
fXst rok Nwen HE NXd a ruf 
vqs krF Qt, "kIp bAk!" 

    "NM R V?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    Hen a Ned SOd itself OvD 
H rok n H sEm vqs sed, "His Nil 
bIlYhz t us, n wI dOn't alQ 
enIwun t krYs it." 

    "but wI must krYs it," sed H 
skxkrO.  "wI'r gOIh t H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz." ·

    "but V SAl not!" riplFd H vqs, n Hx stept frum bINFnd H rok H 
strEnJist mAn H trAvalDz NAd evD sIn. 

    NI wuz kwFt SPt n stQt n NAd a big Ned, Nwic wuz flAt At H top n 
sapPtid bF a Tik nek fUl v rIhkalz. but NI NAd nO Rmz At Yl, n, sIIh 
His, H skxkrO did not fC HAt sO Nelplis a krIcD kUd prIvent Hem frum 
klFmIh H Nil.  sO NI sed, "F'm sRI not t dM Az V wiS, but wI must pAs 
OvD jP Nil NweHD V lFk it P not," n NI wYkt bOldlI fPwDd. 
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    Az kwik Az lFtnIh H mAn'z Ned Sot fPwDd n Niz nek strect Qt 
antil H top v H Ned, Nwx it wuz flAt, struk H skxkrO in H midal n sent 
Nim tumblIh, OvD n OvD, dQn H Nil.  YlmOst Az kwiklI Az it kEm H Ned 
went bAk t H bYdI, n H mAn lAft NRSlI Az NI sed, "it izn't Az IzI Az V 
TIhk!" 

    a kPas v bqstDas lAftD kEm frum H uHD roks, n dPTI sY·  
Nundridz v H Rmles NAmD-Nedz apon H NilsFd, wun bINFnd evrI rok. 

    H lFan bIkEm kwFt AhgrI At H lAftD kYzd bF H skxkrO'z misNAp, n 
givIh a lQd rP HAt ekOd lFk TundD, NI dASt up H Nil. 

    agen a Ned Sot swiftlI Qt, n H grEt lFan went rOlIh dQn H Nil Az 
if NI NAd bin struk bF a kAnan bol. 

    dPTI rAn dQn n Nelpt H skxkrO t Niz fIt, n H lFan kEm up t NX,·  
fIlIh rAHD brMzd n sP, n sed, "it iz Vslis t fFt pIpal wiT SMtIh Nedz; 
nO wun kAn wiTstAnd Hem." 

    "Nwut kAn wI dM, Hen?" SI Askt. 

    "kYl H wIhid muhkIz," sagJestid H tin wUdmin.  "V NAv stil H rFt t 
kamAnd Hem wuns mP." 

    "vxI wel," SI AnsDd, n pUtIh on H gOldin kAp SI utDd H mAJik 
wXdz.  H muhkIz wX Az prompt Az evD, n in a fV mOmints H intFD bAnd 
stUd bIfP NX. 

    "Nwut R jP kamAndz?" inkwFDd H kIh v H muhkIz, bQIh lO. 

    "kxI us OvD H Nil t H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz," AnsDd H gXl. ·

    "it SAl bI dun," sed H kIh, n At wuns H wIhid muhkIz kYt H fP 
trAvalDz n tOtO up in Hx Rmz n flM awE wiT Hem. Az HE pAst OvD H·  
Nil H NAmD-Nedz jeld wiT veksaSan, n Sot Hx Nedz NF in H x, but HE 
kUd not rIc H wIhid muhkIz, Nwic kxId dPTI n NX komrAdz sEflI OvD H·  
Nil n set Hem dQn in H bVtifal kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz. ·
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    "His iz H lAst tFm V kAn suman us," sed H lIdD t dPTI; "sO gUd-·
bF n gUd luk t V." 

    "gUd-bF, n TAhk V vxI muc," ritXnd H gXl; n H muhkIz rOz intM H x 
n wX Qt v sFt in a twIhklIh. 

    H kuntrI v H kwYdlIhz sImd ric n NApI.  Hx wuz fIld apon fIld v·  
rFpinIh grEn, wiT wel-pEvd rOdz runIh bItwIn, n pritI riplIh brUks wiT 
strYh briJiz akros Hem. H fensiz n NQsiz n briJiz wX Yl pEntid brFt red, 
Just Az HE NAd bin pEntid jelO in H kuntrI v H wInkIz n blM in H 
kuntrI v H munckinz.  H kwYdlIhz Hemselvz, NM wX SPt n fAt n lUkt· ·  
cubI n gUd-nEcDd, wX drest Yl in red, Nwic SOd brFt agenst H grIn grAs 
n H jelOIh grEn. 

    H muhkIz NAd set Hem dQn nC a fRmNQs, n H fP trAvalDz wYkt up 
t it n nokt At H dP.  it wuz Opind bF H fRmD'z wFf, n Nwen dPTI·  
Askt fP sumTIh t It H wUman gEv Hem Yl a gUd dinD, wiT TrI kFndz v 
kEk n fP kFndz v kUkIz, n a bOl v milk fP tOtO. ·

    "NQ fR iz it t H kAsal v glinda?" Askt H cFld. ·

    "it iz not a grEt wE," AnsDd H fRmD'z wFf. "tEk H rOd t H sQT n 
V wil sMn rIc it." 

    TAhkIh H gUd wUman, HE stRtid afreS n wYkt bF H fIldz n akros H 
pritI briJiz antil HE sY bIfP Hem a vxI bVtifal kAsal.  bIfP H gEts wX 
TrI juh gXlz, drest in NAnsam red VnifPmz trimd wiT gOld brEd; n Az 
dPTI aprOct, wun v Hem sed t NX: ·

    "wF NAv V kum t H sQT kuntrI?" 

    "t sI H gUd wic NM rMlz NC," SI AnsDd. "wil V tEk mI t NX?" 

    "let mI NAv jP nEm, n F wil Ask glinda if SI wil risIv V."  HE·  
tOld NM HE wX, n H gXl sOlJD went intM H kAsal.  AftD a fV mOmints 
SI kEm bAk t sE HAt dPTI n H uHDz wX t bI admitid At wuns. ·
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          23.  glinda H gUd wic grAnts dPTI'z wiS · ·

    bIfP HE went t sI glinda,·  
NQevD, HE wX tEkin t a rMm v 
H kAsal, Nwx dPTI woSt NX fEs·  
n kOmd NX Nx, n H lFan SUk H 
dust Qt v Niz mEn, n H skxkrO 
pAtid Nimself intM Niz best SEp, 
n H wUdmin poliSt Niz tin n qld 
Niz Jqnts. 

    Nwen HE wX Yl kwFt 
prIzentabal HE folOd H sOlJD 
gXl intM a big rMm Nwx H wic 
glinda sAt apon a TrOn v·  
rMbIz. 

    SI wuz bOT bVtifal n juh t 
Hx Fz.  NX Nx wuz a ric red in 
kulD n fel in flOIh rIhlits 
OvD NX SOldDz. NX dres wuz 
pjUr NwFt but NX Fz wX blM, n 
HE lUkt kFndlI apon H lital 
gXl. 

    "Nwut kAn F dM fP V, mF 
cFld?" SI Askt. 

    dPTI tOld H wic Yl NX stPI: NQ H sFklOn NAd brYt NX t H lAnd v·  
oz, NQ SI NAd fQnd NX kampAnjanz, n v H wundDfal AdvencDz HE NAd·  
met wiT. 

    "mF grEtist wiS nQ," SI Adid, "iz t get bAk t kAnzas, fP Ant em· ·  
wil SUrlI TIhk sumTIh dredfal NAz NApind t mI, n HAt wil mEk NX pUt 
on mPnIh; n anles H krops R betD His jC Hen HE wX lAst, F Am SUr 
uhkal NenrI kAnt afPd it." ·
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    glinda lInd fPwDd n kist H swIt, uptXnd fEs v H luvIh lital gXl. ·

    "bles jP dC NRt," SI sed, "F Am SUr F kAn tel V v a wE t get 
bAk t kAnzas."  Hen SI Adid, "but, if F dM, V must giv mI H gOldin kAp."·  

    "wilIhlI!" iksklEmd dPTI; "indId, it iz v nO Vs t mI nQ, n Nwen V·  
NAv it V kAn kamAnd H wIhid muhkIz TrI tFmz." 

    "n F TIhk F SAl nId Hx sXvis Just HOz TrI tFmz," AnsDd glinda,·  
smFlIh. 

    dPTI Hen gEv NX H gOldin kAp, n H wic sed t H skxkrO, "Nwut wil·  
V dM Nwen dPTI NAz left us?" ·

    "F wil ritXn t H emDald sitI," NI riplFd, "fP oz NAz mEd mI its·  
rMlD n H pIpal lFk mI.  H OnlI TIh HAt wXIz mI iz NQ t krYs H Nil v 
H NAmD-Nedz." 

    "bF mInz v H gOldin kAp F SAl kamAnd H wIhid muhkIz t kxI V t H 
gEts v H emDald sitI," sed glinda, "fP it wUd bI a SEm t diprFv H pIpal·  
v sO wundDfal a rMlD." 

    "Am F rilI wundDfal?" Askt H skxkrO. 

    "V R anVZMal," riplFd glinda. ·

    tXnIh t H tin wUdmin, SI Askt, "Nwut wil bIkum v V Nwen dPTI lIvz·  
His kuntrI?" 

    NI lInd on Niz Aks n TYt a mOmint.  Hen NI sed, "H wInkIz wX vxI 
kFnd t mI, n wontid mI t rMl OvD Hem AftD H wikid wic dFd.  F Am 
fond v H wInkIz, n if F kUd get bAk agen t H kuntrI v H west, F SUd 
lFk nuTIh betD Hen t rMl OvD Hem fPevD." 

    "mF sekand kamAnd t H wIhid muhkIz," sed glinda "wil bI HAt HE·  
kxI V sEflI t H lAnd v H wInkIz.  jP brEn mE not bI sO lRJ t lUk 
At Az HOz v H skxkrO, but V R rilI brFtD Hen NI iz--Nwen V R wel 
poliSt-- n F Am SUr V wil rMl H wInkIz wFzlI n wel." 
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    Hen H wic lUkt At H big, SAgI lFan n Askt, "Nwen dPTI NAz ritXnd·  
t NX On NOm, Nwut wil bIkum v V?" 

    "OvD H Nil v H NAmD-Nedz," NI AnsDd, "lFz a grAnd Old fPist, n Yl 
H bIsts HAt liv Hx NAv mEd mI Hx kIh.  if F kUd OnlI get bAk t His 
fPist, F wUd pAs mF lFf vxI NApalI Hx." 

    "mF TXd kamAnd t H wIhid muhkIz," sed glinda, "SAl bI t kxI V t·  
jP fPist.  Hen, NAvIh Vzd up H pQDz v H gOldin kAp, F SAl giv it t H 
kIh v H muhkIz, HAt NI n Niz bAnd mE HxAftD bI frI fP evDmP." 

    H skxkrO n H tin wUdmin n H lFan nQ TAhkt H gUd wic XnistlI fP 
NX kFndnes; n dPTI iksklEmd: ·

    "V R sXtinlI Az gUd Az V R bVtifal!  but V NAv not jet tOld mI 
NQ t get bAk t kAnzas." ·

    "jP silvD SMz wil kxI V OvD H dezDt," riplFd glinda. "if V NAd·  
nOn Hx pQD V kUd NAv gYn bAk t jP Ant em H vxI fXst dE V kEm t·  
His kuntrI." 

    "but Hen F SUd not NAv NAd mF wundDfal brEnz!" krFd H skxkrO. 
"F mFt NAv pAst mF NOl lFf in H fRmD'z kPnfIld." 

    "n F SUd not NAv NAd mF luvlI NRt," sed H tin wUdmin. "F mFt NAv 
stUd n rustid in H fPist til H end v H wXld." 

    "n F SUd NAv livd a kQDd fPevD," diklxd H lFan, "n nO bIst in Yl 
H fPist wUd NAv NAd a gUd wXd t sE t mI." 

    "His iz Yl trM," sed dPTI, "n F Am glAd F wuz v Vs t HIz gUd·  
frendz.  but nQ HAt Ic v Hem NAz NAd Nwut NI mOst dizFDd, n Ic iz 
NApI in NAvIh a kIhdam t rMl bisFdz, F TIhk F SUd lFk t gO bAk t 
kAnzas." ·

    "H silvD SMz," sed H gUd wic, "NAv wundDfal pQDz. n wun v H mOst 
kjUrWs TIhz abQt Hem iz HAt HE kAn kxI V t enI plEs in H wXld in 
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TrI steps, n Ic step wil bI mEd in H wIhk v an F.  Yl V NAv t dM iz t 
nok H NIlz tageHD TrI tFmz n kamAnd H SMz t kxI V NwxevD V wiS t 
gO." 

    "if HAt iz sO," sed H cFld JqfalI, "F wil Ask Hem t kxI mI bAk t 
kAnzas At wuns." ·

    SI TrM NX Rmz arQnd H lFan'z nek n kist Nim, pAtIh Niz big Ned 
tendDlI.  Hen SI kist H tin wUdmin, NM wuz wIpIh in a wE mOst dEnJDas 
t Niz Jqnts.  but SI Nugd H soft, stuft bYdI v H skxkrO in NX Rmz insted 
v kisIh Niz pEntid fEs, n fQnd SI wuz krFIh NDself At His sROfal pRtIh 
frum NX luvIh komrAdz. 

    glinda H gUd stept dQn frum NX rMbI TrOn t giv H lital gXl a·  
gUd-bF kis, n dPTI TAhkt NX fP Yl H kFndnes SI NAd SOn t NX frendz·  
n NDself. 

    dPTI nQ tUk tOtO up sYlamlI in NX Rmz, n NAvIh sed wun lAst· ·  
gUd-bF SI klApt H NIlz v NX SMz tageHD TrI tFmz, sEIh: 

    "tEk mI NOm t Ant em!" ·

    instintlI SI wuz NwXlIh TrM H x, sO swiftlI HAt Yl SI kUd sI P fIl 
wuz H wind NwislIh pAst NX Cz. 

    H silvD SMz tUk but TrI steps, n Hen SI stopt sO sudanlI HAt SI 
rOld OvD apon H grAs sevDal tFmz bIfP SI nM Nwx SI wuz. 

    At lehT, NQevD, SI sAt up n lUkt abQt NX. 

    "gUd grESas!" SI krFd. 

    fP SI wuz sitIh on H brYd kAnzas prxI, n Just bIfP NX wuz H nM·  
fRmNQs uhkal NenrI bilt AftD H sFklOn NAd kxId awE H Old wun.·  
uhkal NenrI wuz milkIh H kQz in H bRnjRd, n tOtO NAd Jumpt Qt v NX· ·  
Rmz n wuz runIh tPd H bRn, bRkIh fjUrWslI. 

    dPTI stUd up n fQnd SI wuz in NX stokIh-fIt. fP H silvD SMz NAd·  
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folin Yf in NX flFt TrM H x, n wX lYst fPevD in H dezDt. 
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                         24.  NOm agen 

    Ant em NAd Just kum Qt v H NQs t wYtD H kAbiJiz Nwen SI lUkt·  
up n sY dPTI runIh tPd NX. ·

    "mF dRlIh cFld!" SI krFd, fOldIh H lital gXl in NX Rmz n kuvDIh 
NX fEs wiT kisiz.  "Nwx in H wXld did V kum frum?" 

    "frum H lAnd v oz," sed dPTI grEvlI.  "n NC iz tOtO, tM.  n O,· · ·  
Ant em!  F'm sO glAd t bI At NOm agen!" ·

H end
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