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Notes from the Transliterator

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is among the most popular of American children's
books. Over one-hundred years after it's fist publication, the story, if not the book,
remains firmly entrenched in the American psyche. This book, I believe, is an ideal one
for use as a training guide for the Shaw alphabet. It's language is simple and
straightforward, and does not contain antique slang or word usage that might confuse a
reader still struggling to master a new alphabet.

I have taken the liberty of replacing a few of the now uncommon words with their
modern equivalents. For example, the word garret has been changed to attic, and settee,
to sofa. Unfamiliar words are a particular challenge for learners of the Shaw alphabet,
because even when the reader reads them correctly, he or she is not sure of having done
SO.

The spellings in this book are based on the General American accent, although for
clarity, some words that are usually pronounced in a “weak” manner are spelled with
their “strong” pronunciation. The distinction between the w and wh sounds is mantained
in this book, although this distinction is disappearing from spoken speach in General
American.

The version of the Shaw alphabet used in this book has corrected two letter-pair
transpositions that seem to have been made in earlier published works. Readers who
have learned the Shaw alphabet from other sources may find this initially confusing, but
will easily adjust to these minor changes. Neophytes will find this version more logical
and easier to learn. An alphabet table is included on the next page.

Edward Shapard
March 15, 2007
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The Shaw Alphabet as used in this book

¢
kick
P
gag
|
if
M
eat
£)

or

J o S 4 4 \

fee thigh SO sure  church yea
( Q 2 ) ) /
VoW they zoo measure judge  woe
\ J - N\ \ <
eddy ash ado on wool out
X > 7 O A >
age ice up oak 00ze oil
O > n r W
air err smaller ear Ian yew

ha-ha

hung

ah

awe

* Traditionally, \ 1s named “egg” and » is named “array”. I have renamed them in this
table to better reflect their sounds.

* r and 7 have the same sound as do » and ©. ~ and > are special letters used for

unstressed sounds only. They are the only such letters.

Word Abbreviations:

Q =the
\ =and

( =of
1=to
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19
24
30
35
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o1
S7
68
78
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88
97
101
105
110
14
119
122
125
130
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